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ADVERTISEMENT. 


One  of  the  peculiar  and  most  interesting  features 
of  Mr.  Lane's  new  translation  of  '  The  Thousand 
and  One  Nights  '  is  the  introduction,  by  the  way 
of  notes,  of  many  short  tales  or  anecdotes,  which 
form  an  integral  portion  of  the  vast  collection  of 
stories,  the  principal  of  which  are  known  in  Eng- 
land as  '  The  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments,' 
but  which  have  been  for  the  most  part  omitted  by 
all  previous  European  translators.  It  appeared  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Weekly  Volume  that  these 
Anecdotes  would  form  of  themselves  a  valuable 
little  work,  illustrating  as  they  do  many  Oriental 
customs  and  modes  of  thought.  They  have  been 
reprinted,  without  any  alteration,  from  the  illus- 
trated edition,  in  three  volumes,  the  copyright  of 
which  is  the  property  of  the  publishers.  The  short 
explanatory  foot-notes  are  those  of  the  translator, 
or  are  derived  from  Mr.  Lane's  glossarial  Index. 
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ARABIAN  TALES 

AND 

ANECDOTES. 


THE  DESOLATION  OF  TYEANNY. 

The  Khaleefeh,*  'Abd  El-Melik,  was,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  reign,  an  unjust  monarch.  Being,  one  night, 
unable  to  sleep,  he  called  for  a  person  to  tell  him  a  story 
for  his  amusement.  "  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,"  said 
the  man  thus  bidden,  "  there  was  an  owl  in  El-Mdsil, 
and  an  owl  in  El-Basrah  ;  and  the  owl  of  El-Mdsil  de- 
manded in  marriage,  for  her  son,  the  daughter  of  the 
owl  of  El-Basrah :  but  the  owl  of  El-Basrah  said,  1 1 
will  not,  unless  thou  give  me,  as  her  dowry,  a  hundred 
desolate  farms.'  1  That  I  cannot  do,'  said  the  owl  of  El- 
Mdsil,  '  at  present ;  but  if  our  sovereign  (may  God, 
whose  name  be  exalted,  preserve  him  !)  live  one  year,  I 
will  give  thee  what  thou  desirest.'  " — This  simple  fable 
sufficed  to  rouse  the  prince  from  his  apathy,  and  he 
thenceforward  applied  himself  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  his 
station. 

*  Commonly  written  Caliph. 


10 


ARABIAN  TALES  AND  ANECDOTES. 


WARNING. 

It  is  related  by  El-Asma'ee,  that  Haroon  Er-Rasheed, 
at  a  grand  fete  which  he  was  giving,  ordered  the  poet 
Abu-l-'Atahiyeh  to  depict,  in  verse,  the  voluptuous  en- 
joyments of  his  sovereign.    The  poet  began  thus  : — 

"  Live  long  in  safe  enjoyment  of  thy  desires,  under 
the  shadow  of  lofty  palaces  !" 

<£  Well  said!"  exclaimed  Er-Rasheed:  "and  what 

next?" 

"  May  thy  wishes  be  abundantly  fulfilled,  whether  at 
eventide  or  in  the  morning !" 

"  Well  !"  again  said  the  Khaleefeh  :  "  then  what 
next?" 

"  But  when  the  rattling  breath  struggles  in  the  dark 

cavity  of  the  chest, 
Then  shalt  thou  know  surely  that  thou  hast  been  only 

in  the  midst  of  illusions." 

— Er-Rasheed  wept ;  and  Fadl,  the  son  of  Yahya,  said, 
"  The  Prince  of  the  Faithful  sent  for  thee  to  divert  him, 
and  thou  hast  plunged  him  into  grief."  "  Suffer  him," 
said  the  prince;  "  for  he  hath  beheld  us  in  blindness, 
and  it  displeased  him  to  increase  it." 


THE  WATEE-JAR. 
One  of  the  Khaleefehs  having  invited  the  poets  of  his 
day  to  his  palace,  a  Bedawee,*  carrying  a  water-jar  to 
fill  at  the  river,  followed  them,  and  entered  with  them. 
The  Khaleefeh,  seeing  this  poor  man  with  the  jar  on  his 

*  Arab  of  the  Desert. 
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shoulder,  asked  him  what  brought  him  thither.  He  re- 
turned for  answer  these  words  : — 

"  Seeing  that  this  company  had  girded  on  the  saddles 
To  repair  to  thy  overflowing  river,  I  came  with  my 
jar." 

The  Khaleefeh,  delighted  with  his  answer,  gave  orders 
to  fill  his  jar  with  gold. 


DREAMS. 

Dreams  are  regarded  by  the  Muslims  as  being  often 
true  warnings  or  indications  of  future  events.  This  be- 
lief, sanctioned  by  the  Prophet,  will  be  well  illustrated 
by  the  following  anecdote,  which  was  related  to  me  in 
Cairo,  shortly  after  the  terrible  plague  of  the  year  1835, 
by  the  sheykh,  Mohammad  Et-Tantawee,  who  had  taken 
the  trouble  of  investigating  the  fact,  and  had  ascertained 
its  truth. 

A  tradesman,  living  in  the  quarter  of  El-Hanafee,  in 
Cairo,  dreamt,  during  the  plague  'above  mentioned,  that 
eleven  persons  were  carried  out  from  his  house  to  be 
buried,  victims  of  this  disease.  He  awoke  in  a  state  of 
the  greatest  distress  and  alarm,  reflecting  that  eleven 
was  the  total  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  his  house,  in- 
eluding  himself,  and  that  it  would  be  vain  in  him  to 
attempt,  by  adding  one  or  more  members  to  his  house- 
hold, to  elude  the  decree  of  God,  and  give  himself  a 
chance  of  escape :  so,  calling  together  his  neighbours, 
he  informed  them  of  his  dream,  and  was  counselled  to 
submit  with  resignation  to  a  fate  so  plainly  foreshewn, 
and  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  the  timely  notice  with 
which  he  had  been  mercifully  favoured.  On  the  foi- 
ls 2 
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lowing  day,  one  of  his  children  died ;  a  day  or  two  after, 
a  wife  ;  and  the  pestilence  continued  its  ravages  among 
his  family  until  he  remained  in  his  house  alone.  It  was 
impossible  for  him  now  to  entertain  the  slightest  doubt 
of  the  entire  accomplishment  of  the  warning :  immedi- 
ately, therefore,  after  the  last  death  that  had  taken  place 
among  his  household,  he  repaired  to  a  friend  at  a  neigh- 
bouring shop,  and,  calling  to  him  several  other  persons  from 
the  adjoining  and  opposite  shops,  he  reminded  them  of  his 
dream,  acquainting  them  with  its  almost  complete  fulfil- 
ment, and  expressed  his  conviction  that  he,  the  eleventh, 
should  very  soon  die.  "  Perhaps,"  said  he,  "  I  shall 
die  this  next  night :  I  beg  of  you,  therefore,  for  God's 
sake,  to  come  to  my  house  early  to-morrow  morning,  and 
the  next  morning,  and  the  next  if  necessary,  and  to  see  if 
I  be  dead,  and,  when  dead,  that  I  am  properly  buried  ; 
for  I  have  no  one  with  me  to  wash  and  shroud  me.  Fail 
not  to  do  me  this  service,  which  will  procure  you  a  re- 
compense in  heaven.  I  have  bought  my  grave-linen : 
you  will  find  it  in  a  corner  of  the  room  in  which  I  sleep. 
If  you  find  the  door  of  the  house  latched,  and  I  do  not 
answer  to  your  knocking,  break  it  open." 

Soon  after  sunset,  he  laid  himself  in  his  lonely  bed, 
though  without  any  expectation  of  closing  his  eyes  in 
sleep ;  for  his  mind  was  absorbed  in  reflections  upon  the 
awful  entry  into  another  world,  and  a  review  of  his  past 
life.  As  the  shades  of  night  gathered  around  him  he 
could  almost  fancy  that  he  beheld,  in  one  faint  object  or 
another  in  his  gloomy  chamber,  the  dreadful  person  of 
the  Angel  of  Death  :  and  at  length  he  actually  per- 
ceived a  figure  gliding  in  at  the  door,  and  approaching 
his  bed.    Starting  up  in  horror,  he  exclaimed,  "  Who 
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art  thou?" — and  a  stern  and  solemn  voice  answered, 
"Be  silent?  I  am  'Azraeel,  the  Angel  of  Death!" — 
"  Alas  !"  cried  the  terrified  man  ;  "  I  testify  that  there 
is  no  deity  but  God,  and  I  testify  that  Mohammad  is 
God's  Apostle !  There  is  no  strength  nor  power  but 
in  God  the  High  ;  the  Great !  To  God  we  belong,  and 
to  Him  we  must  return  1" — He  then  covered  himself  over 
with  his  quilt,  as  if  for  protection,  and  lay  with  throb- 
bing heart,  expecting  every  moment  to  have  his  soul 
torn  from  him  by  the  inexorable  messenger.  But  mo- 
ments passed  away,  and  minutes,  and  hours  ;  yet  without 
his  experiencing  any  hope  of  escape  ;  for  he  imagined 
that  the  Angel  was  waiting  for  him  to  resign  himself,  or 
had  left  him  for  a  while,  and  was  occupied  in  receiving 
first  the  souls  of  the  many  hundred  human  beings  who 
had  attained  their  predestined  term  in  that  same  night 
and  in  the  same  city,  and  the  souls  of  the  thousands  who 
were  doomed  to  employ  him  elsewhere.  Daybreak 
arrived  before  his  sufferings  terminated  ;  and  his  neigh- 
bours, coming  according  to  their  promise,  entered  his 
chamber,  and  found  him  still  in  bed  ;  but  observing  that 
he  was  covered  up,  and  motionless  as  a  corpse,  they 
doubted  whether  he  were  still  alive,  and  called  to  him. 
He  answered,  with  a  faint  voice,  "  I  am  not  yet  dead  ; 
but  the  Angel  of  Death  came  to  me  in  the  dusk  of  the 
evening,  and  I  expect  every  moment  his  return,  to  take 
my  soul :  therefore  trouble  me  not ;  but  see  me  washed 
and  buried." — M  But  why,"  said  his  friends,  "  was  the 
street-door  left  unlatched?" — "I  latched  it,"  he  an- 
swered, "  but  the  Angel  of  Death  may  have  opened  it." 
— "  And  who,"  they  asked,  "  is  the  man  in  the  court  ?" 
He  answered,  "  I  know  of  no  man  in  the  court :  perhaps 
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the  Angel,  who  is  waiting  for  my  soul,  has  made  himself 
visible  to  you,  and  been  mistaken,  in  the  twilight,  for  a 
man." — "  He  is  a  thief,"  they  said,  "  who  has  gathered 
together  everything  in  the  house  that  he  could  carry 
away,  and  has  been  struck  by  the  plague  while  doing  so, 
and  now  lies  dead  in  the  court,  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs, 
grasping  in  his  hand  a  silver  candlestick." — The  master 
of  the  house,  after  hearing  this,  paused  for  a  moment, 
and  then,  throwing  off  his  quilt,  exclaimed,  ff  Praise  be 
to  God,  the  Lord  of  all  creatures  !  That  is  the  eleventh, 
and  I  am  safe !  No  doubt  it  was  that  rascal  who  came 
to  me  and  said  that  he  was  the  Angel  of  Death.  Praise 
be  to  God !  Praise  be  to  God  1" 

This  man  survived  the  plague,  and  took  pleasure  in 
relating  the  above  story.  The  thief  had  overheard  his 
conversation  with  his  neighbours,  and,  coming  to  his 
house  in  the  dusk,  had  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wooden 
lock,  and  so  raised  the  door,  and  displaced  the  latch 
within. — There  is  nothing  wonderful  in  the  dream,  nor 
its  accomplishment;  the  plague  of  1835  entirely  deso- 
lated many  houses,  and  was  most  fatal  to  the  young ; 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  house  in  question  were 
young  excepting  the  master. 


FIDELITY. 

During  the  hottest  hour  of  an  excessive  sultry  day, 
the  Khaleefeh  Mo'awiyeh  the  son  of  Aboo  Sufyan  was 
sitting  in  a  chamber  which  was  open  on  each  side  to  allow 
free  passage  to  the  air,  when  he  beheld  a  barefooted 
Bedawee  approaching  him.    Wondering  what  could  in- 
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duce  this  man  to  brave  the  scorching  heat,  he  declared 
to  his  attendants  that,  if  he  were  come  to  demand  of  him 
any  favour  or  aid  or  act  of  justice,  his  request  should  be 
granted.  The  Bedawee  addressed  him,  in  verse,  with  a 
pathetic  appeal  for  justice  against  the  tyranny  of  Marwan 
the  son  of  El-Hakam  (afterwards  Khaleefeh,  Mo'awi- 
yeh's  fourth  successor),  by  whom  he  had  been  forcibly 
deprived  of  his  beloved  wife,  named  Soada.  The  Kha- 
leefeh requiring  a  more  particular  account  of  his  case,  he 
related  the  following  facts.  He  had  a  wife,  the  daughter 
of  his  paternal  uncle,  excessively  beloved  by  him,  and 
possessed  a  number  of  camels,  which  enabled  him  to  live 
in  comfort :  but  a  year  of  terrible  drought  deprived  him 
of  his  property,  and  reduced  him  to  utter  want :  his 
friends  deserted  him,  and  his  wife  was  taken  away  from 
him  by  her  father.  To  seek  redress,  he  repaired  to  Mar- 
wan, the  Governor  of  his  district,  at  El-Medeeneh,  who, 
having  summoned  the  father  of  his  wife,  and  herself,  was 
so  smitten  by  the  beauty  of  the  woman  that  he  deter- 
mined to  obtain  her  for  himself  in  marriage ;  to  accom- 
plish which,  he  threw  the  husband  into  prison,  and  of- 
fered the  father  of  the  woman  a  thousand  deenairs*  and 
ten  thousand  dirhemsf  for  his  consent  to  his  marriage 
with  her,  promising  to  compel  her  actual  husband  to  di- 
vorce her  ;  and  this  latter  object,  having  obtained  the 
father's  approval,  he  gained  by  severely  torturing  the 
unfortunate  Bedawee.  It  would  have  been  vain  for  the 
woman  to  attempt  resistance ;  and  so  she  became  the 
wife  of  Marwan. — The  oppressed  Bedawee,  having  re- 
lated these  circumstances,  fell  down  in  a  swoon,  and  lay 

*  A  piece  of  gold  about  ten  shillings  or  half  a  guinea, 
f  A  piece  of  silver  about  sixpence. 
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on  the  floor  senseless,  coiled  up  like  a  dead  snake.  As 
soon  as  he  recovered,  the  Khaleefeh  wrote  a  poetical  epis- 
tle to  Marwan,  severely  reproaching  him  for  his  base- 
ness, and  commanding  him,  on  pain  of  death,  to  divorce 
the  woman  and  send  her  with  his  messenger.  She  was 
accordingly  divorced  and  sent,  with  an  answer  composed 
in  the  same  measure  and  rhyme,  assuring  the  Khaleefeh 
that  the  sight  of  Soada  would  convince  him  that  her 
charms  were  irresistible  ;  and  this  proved  too  true.  Mo'- 
awiyeh  himself  no  sooner  saw  her  than  he  coveted  the 
possession  of  her,  and  offered  to  give  the  Bedawee,  if  he 
would  resign  her  to  him,  three  virgins  from  among  his 
female  slaves,  together  with  a  thousand  deenairs,  and  an 
ample  annual  pension.  The  Bedawee  shrieked  with  dis- 
may, as  though  he  had  received  his  death-blow ;  and 
indignantly  rejected  the  offer.  The  Khaleefeh  then  said 
to  him,  "  Thou  confessest  thou  hast  divorced  her,  and 
Marwan  has  married  her  and  acknowledged  that  he  has 
divorced  her :  we  will  therefore  give  her  her  choice  :  if 
she  desire  any  other  than  thee  as  her  husband  we  will 
marry  her  to  him,  and  if  she  prefer  thee  we  will  restore 
her  to  thee."  She  however  preferred  the  destitute  Bed- 
awee, and  the  Khaleefeh  gave  her  up  to  him,  with  a 
present  of  ten  thousand  dirhems. 


EATING  SALT. 


The  obligation  which  is  imposed  by  eating  another 
person's  bread  and  salt,  or  salt  alone,  or  eating  such 
things  with  another,  is  well  known ;  but  the  following 
example  of  it  may  be  new  to  some  readers. — Yaakoob 
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the  son  of  El-Leys  Es-Suffar,  having  adopted  a  preda- 
tory life,  excavated  a  passage  one  night  into  the  palace 
of  Dirhem  the  Governor  of  Sijistan,  or  Seestan ;  and 
after  he  had  "  made  up  a  convenient  bale  of  gold  and 
jewels,  and  the  most  costly  stuffs,  was  proceeding  to  carry 
it  off,  when  he  happened  in  the  dark  to  strike  his  foot 
against  something  hard  on  the  floor.  Thinking  it  might  be 
a  jewel  of  some  sort  or  other,  a  diamond  perhaps,  he  picked 
it  up  and  put  it  to  his  tongue,  and,  to  his  equal  mortifica- 
tion and  disappointment,  found  it  to  be  a  lump  of  rock- 
salt  ;  for  having  thus  tasted  the  salt  of  the  owner,  his 
avarice  gave  way  to  his  respect  for  the  laws  of  hospi- 
tality ;  and  throwing  down  his  precious  booty,  he  left  it 
behind  him,  and  withdrew  empty-handed  to  his  habita- 
tion.   The  treasurer  of  Dirhem  repairing  the  next  day,' 
according  to  custom,  to  inspect  his  charge,  was  equally 
surprised  and  alarmed  at  observing  that  a  great  part  of 
the  treasure  and  other  valuables  had  been  removed  ;  but 
on  examining  the  package  which  lay  on  the  floor,  his 
astonishment  was  not  less,  to  find  that  not  a  single  ar- 
ticle had  been  conveyed  away.    The  singularity  of  the 
circumstance  induced  him  to  report  it  immediately  to  his 
master :   and  the  latter  causing  it  to  be  proclaimed 
throughout  the  city,  that  the  author  of  this  proceeding 
had  his  free  pardon,  further  announced,  that  on  repairing 
to  the  palace,  he  would  be  distinguished  by  the  most  en- 
couraging marks  of  favour."    Yaakoob  availed  himself 
of  the  invitation,  relying  upon  the  promise,  which  was 
fulfilled  to  him ;  and  from  this  period  he  gradually  rose 
in  power  until  he  became  the  founder  of  a  dynasty. 
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THE  POET'S  REWARD. 

A  whimsical  story  is  told  of  a  king,  who  denied  to 
poets  those  rewards  to  which  usage  had  almost  given 
them  a  claim.  This  king,  whose  name  is  not  recorded, 
had  the  faculty  of  retaining  in  his  memory  an  ode  after 
having  only  once  heard  it ;  and  he  had  a  memlook*  who 
could  repeat  an  ode  which  he  had  twice  heard,  and  a 
female  slave  who  could  repeat  one  that  she  had  heard 
thrice.  Whenever  a  poet  came  to  compliment  him  with 
a  panegyrical  ode,  the  King  used  to  promise  him  that,  if 
he  found  his  verses  to  be  his  original  composition,  he 
would  give  him  a  sum  of  money  equal  in  weight  to  what 
they  were  written  upon.  The  poet,  consenting,  would 
recite  his  ode  ;  and  the  King  would  say,  "It  is  not  new ; 
for  I  have  known  it  some  years ;"  and  would  repeat  it  as 
he  had  heard  it;  after  which  he  would  add,  "  And  this 
memlook  also  retains  it  in  his  memory ;"  and  would 
order  the  memlook  to  repeat  it ;  which,  having  heard  it 
twice,  from  the  poet  and  the  King,  he  would  do.  The 
King  would  then  say  to  the  poet,  "  I  have  also  a  female 
slave  who  can  repeat  it and  ordering  her  to  do  so,  sta- 
tioned behind  the  curtains,  she  would  repeat  what  she 
had  thus  thrice  heard  :  so  the  poet  would  go  away  empty- 
handed.  The  famous  poet  El-Asma'ee,  having  heard  of 
this  proceeding,  and  guessing  the  trick,  determined  upon 
outwitting  the  King  ;  and  accordingly  composed  an  ode 
made  up  of  very  difficult  words ;  but  this  was  not  his 
only  preparative  measure  ;  another  will  be  presently  ex- 
plained ;  and  a  third  was,  to  assume  the  dress  of  a  Beda- 
wee,  that  he  might  not  be  known,  covering  his  face,  the 

*  Male  white  slave. 
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eyes  only  excepted,  with  a  litham  (a  piece  of  drapery), 
in  accordance  with  a  custom  of  Arabs  of  the  desert. 
Thus  disguised,  he  went  to  the  palace,  and  having  asked 
permission,  entered,  and  saluted  the  King,  who  said  to 
him,  "  Whence  art  thou,  O  brother  of  the  Arabs,  and 
what  dost  thou  desire  ?"  The  poet  answered,  "  May 
God  increase  the  power  of  the  King!  I  am  a  poet  of 
such  a  tribe,  and  have  composed  an  ode  in  praise  of  our 
lord  the  Sultan." — "  O  brother  of  the  Arabs,"  said  the 
King,  "  hast  thou  heard  of  our  condition?" — "  No," 
answered  the  poet;  "  and  what  is  it,  O  King  of  the 
age  ?" — "  It  is,"  replied  the  King,  "  that  if  the  ode  be 
not  thine,  we  give  thee  no  reward;  and  if  it  be  thine, 
we  give  thee  the  weight  in  money  of  what  it  is  written 
upon." — "  How,"  said  El-Asma'ee,  "  should  I  assume 
to  myself  that  which  belongs  to  another,  and  knowing, 
too,  that  lying  before  kings  is  one  of  the  basest  of  ac- 
tions ?  But  I  agree  to  this  condition,  O  our  lord  the 
Sultan."  So  he  repeated  his  ode.  The  King,  perplexed, 
and  unable  to  remember  any  of  it,  made  a  sign  to  the 
memlook — but  he  had  retained  nothing ;  and  called  to  the 
female  slave,  but  she  also  was  unable  to  repeat  a  word. 
"  O  brother  of  the  Arabs,"  said  he,  "  thou  hast  spoken 
truth,  and  the  ode  is  thine  without  doubt :  I  have  never 
heard  it  before :  produce,  therefore,  what  it  is  written 
upon,  and  we  will  give  thee  its  weight  in  money,  as  we 
have  promised." — u  Wilt  thou,"  said  the  poet,  "send 
one  of  the  attendants  to  carry  it  ?" — "  To  carry  what  ?" 
asked  the  King;  "is  it  not  upon  a  paper  here  in  thy 
possession  ?" — "  No,  O  our  lord  the  Sultan,"  replied  the 
poet ;  "at  the  time  I  composed  it  I  could  not  procure  a 
piece  of  paper  upon  which  to  write  it,  and  could  find 
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nothing  but  a  fragment  of  a  marble  column  left  me  by 
my  father ;  so  I  engraved  it  upon  this ;  and  it  lies  in  the 
court  of  the  palace."  He  had  brought  it,  wrapped  up, 
on  the  back  of  a  camel.  The  King,  to  fulfil  his  pro- 
mise, was  obliged  to  exhaust  his  treasury ;  and  to  prevent 
a  repetition  of  this  trick  (of  which  he  afterwards  disco- 
vered El-Asma'ee  to  have  been  the  author),  in  future 
rewarded  the  poets  according  to  the  usual  custom  of 
kings. 


THE  FABLE  OF  THE  PEACOCK  AND  PEAHEN,  THE  DUCK, 
THE  YOUNG  LION,  THE  ASS,  THE  HORSE,  THE  CAMEL, 
AND  THE  CARPENTER.  &c. 

There  was,  in  ancient  times,  a  peacock  who  resorted 
to  the  sea-side  with  his  mate.  This  place  abounded 
with  savage  beasts,  and  all  other  wild  animals  were 
there,  but  it  also  abounded  with  trees  and  rivers  ;  and 
the  peacock  with  his  mate  roosted  by  night  in  one  of 
those  trees,  through  their  fear  of  the  wild  beasts, 
in  the  morning  betaking  themselves  to  seek  their  sus- 
tenance. Thus  they  continued  until,  their  fear  increas- 
ing, they  sought  another  place  in  which  to  reside  ;  and 
while  they  were  searching  for  it,  an  island  appeared 
before  them,  with  many  trees  and  rivers.  So  they  took 
up  their  abode  in  this  island,  and  ate  of  its  fruits,  and 
drank  of  its  rivers.  And  as  they  were  thus  living,  lo,  a 
duck  approached  them,  in  a  state  of  great  terror,  and 
advanced  without  stopping  until  she  came  to  the  tree 
upon  which  was  the  peacock  with  his  mate ;  whereupon 
she  felt  secure.    The  peacock,  therefore,  doubted  not 
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but  that  this  duck  had  a  wonderful  story  to  tell ;  and  he 
asked  her  respecting  her  state,  and  the  reason  of  her 
fear.  She  answered,  I  am  sick  with  grief,  and  my  fear 
is  of  the  son  of  Adam.  Beware  then,  beware  of  the  sons 
of  Adam. — So  the  peacock  said  to  her,  Fear  not,  now 
that  thou  hast  come  unto  us.  And  the  duck  replied, 
Praise  be  to  God,  who  hath  dispelled  my  anxiety  and 
grief  by  your  vicinity!  I  have  come  in  the  desire  of 
gaining  your  affection.  —  And  when  she  had  uttered 
these  words,  the  peacock's  mate  descended  to  her,  and 
said  to  her,  Welcome  to  friendship  and  ease  and  ampli- 
tude !  No  evil  awaiteth  thee.  And  how  can  the  son  of 
Adam  obtain  access  to  us  when  we  are  in  this  island  in 
the  midst  of  the  sea  ?  From  the  land  he  cannot  reach 
us,  and  from  the  sea  he  cannot  come  up  against  us. 
Rejoice,  therefore,  at  this  announcement,  and  tell  us 
what  hath  befallen  thee  from  the  son  of  Adam. 

So  the  duck  said,  Know,  O  peahen,  that  I  have 
passed  all  my  life  in  this  island  in  safety,  and  seen 
nothing  disagreeable,  till  I  slept  one  night,  and  beheld 
in  my  sleep  the  figure  of  a  son  of  Adam,  who  conversed 
with  me,  and  I  conversed  with  him.  But  I  heard  a 
speaker  say  to  me,  O  duck,  beware  of  the  son  of  Adam, 
and  be  not  deceived  by  his  words,  nor  by  his  suggestions 
to  thee ;  for  he  aboundeth  with  stratagems  and  guile. 
Beware  then,  be  fully  aware,  of  his  craftiness ;  for  he 
is  guileful  and  crafty,  as  the  poet  hath  said  of  him  : — 

With  his  tongue  he  will  offer  thee  sweet  expressions ; 
but  he  will  elude  thee  like  the  fox. 

And  know  that  the  son  of  Adam  circumventeth  the  fish, 
and  draweth  them  out  from  the  waters,  and  shooteth  the 
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birds  with  an  earthen  bullet,*  and  entrappeth  the  ele- 
phant by  his  craftiness.  No  one  is  secure  from  the 
mischief  of  the  son  of  Adam,  and  neither  bird  nor  wild 
beast  can  escape  from  him.  Thus  I  have  acquainted  thee 
with  that  which  I  have  heard  respecting  the  son  of 
Adam. — So  I  awoke  from  my  sleep  fearful  and  terrified  ; 
and  to  the  present  time  my  heart  hath  not  become  di- 
lated, through  my  fear  for  myself  from  the  son  of  Adam, 
lest  he  surprise  me  by  his  artifice,  and  catch  me  in  his 
snares.  When  the  close  of  day  overtook  me,  my  strength 
was  impaired  and  my  energy  failed. 

I  then  felt  a  desire  to  eat  and  drink.  I  therefore 
went  walking  forth,  with  a  troubled  mind  and  a  con- 
tracted heart,  and,  arriving  at  yonder  mountain,  I  found, 
at  the  entrance  of  a  cave,  a  young  lion,  of  yellow  colour. 
When  this  young  lion  beheld  me,  he  rejoiced  exceed- 
ingly at  my  arrival ;  my  colour  and  my  elegant  form 
pleased  him,  and  he  called  out  to  me,  saying,  Draw  near 
to  me :  and  on  my  approaching  him  he  said  to  me, 
What  is  thy  name,  and  what  is  thy  genus  ?  I  therefore 
answered,  My  name  is  duck,  and  I  am  of  the  genus  of 
birds.  And  I  then  said  to  him,  What  is  the  reason  of 
thy  sojourning  until  the  present  time  in  this  place  ?  The 
young  lion  answered,  The  reason  of  it  is,  that  my  father 
the  lion  hath  been  for  days  cautioning  me  against  the 
son  of  Adam ;  and  it  happened  that  I  beheld  last  night 
in  my  sleep  the  figure  of  a  son  of  Adam.  Then  the 
young  lion  related  to  me  the  like  of  that  which  I  have 
related  unto  thee  ;  and  when  I  heard  his  words,  I  said  to 
him,  O  lion,  I  have  had  recourse  unto  thee  that  thou 


*  This  seems  to  allude  to  the  cross-bow. 
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mayest  slay  the  son  of  Adam,  and  be  resolved  upon  his 
slaughter ;  for  I  fear  for  myself  extremely  from  him, 
and  my  fear  is  increased  from  seeing  that  thou  also 
fearest  the  son  of  Adam,  although  thou  art  Sultan  of  the 
wild  beasts. — I  ceased  not,  O  my  sister,  to  caution  the 
young  lion  against  the  son  of  Adam,  and  to  urge  him  to 
slay  him,  until  he  arose  suddenly  from  the  place  where 
he  was,  and  walked  forth,  I  walking  behind  him ;  and 
he  lashed  his  back  with  his  tail. 

He  proceeded,  and  I  behind  him,  down  the  road  ;  and 
we  found  a  dust  raised,  which  subsided,  and  there  ap- 
peared in  the  midst  of  it  a  run-away,  naked  ass,  now 
galloping  and  running,  and  now  rolling  on  the  ground. 
When  the  lion  beheld  him  he  called  out  to  him :  so  the 
ass  came  to  him  submissively :  and  the  lion  said  to  him, 
O  thou  animal  of  infatuated  mind,  what  is  thy  genus, 
and  what  is  the  reason  of  thy  coming  unto  this  place  ? — 

0  son  of  the  Sultan,  answered  the  ass,  as  to  my  genus, 

1  am  an  ass  ;  and  the  reason  of  my  coming  to  this  place 
is  my  flight  from  the  son  of  Adam.  So  the  young  lion 
said,  And  art  thou  also  afraid  of  the  son  of  Adam  that 
he  should  kill  thee  ?  The  ass  answered,  No,  O  son  of 
the  Sultan ;  but  my  fear  is  lest  he  employ  a  stratagem 
against  me,  and  ride  me  ;  for  he  hath  a  thing  called  the 
pannel,*  which  he  placeth  on  my  back,  and  a  thing 
called  the  girth,  which  he  draweth  round  my  belly,  and 
a  thing  called  the  crupper,  which  he  inserteth  beneath 
my  tail,  and  a  thing  called  a  bit,  which  he  putteth  in 
my  mouth ;  and  he  maketh  for  me  a  goad,  and  goad- 
eth  me  with  it,  and  he  requireth  me  to  exert  myself 


*  A  kind  of  stuffed  saddle,  for  asses  and  mules. 
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beyond  my  ability  in  running.    When  I  stumble,  he 
curseth  me  ;  and  when  I  bray,  he  revileth  me.  After- 
wards, when  I  have  grown  old,  and  can  no  longer  run, 
he  putteth  upon  me  a  pack-saddle  of  wood,  and  com- 
mitteth  me  to  the  water-sellers,  who  load  me  with 
water  upon  my  back  from  the  river,  in  goat-skins,  and 
in  similar  things,  such  as  jars ;  and  I  cease  not  to  suffer 
abasement  and  contempt  and  fatigue  until  I  die,  when 
they  throw  me  upon  the  mounds  of  rubbish  to  the  dogs. 
What  then  can  be  greater  than  this  anxiety  that  I  suffer, 
and  what  calamity  is  greater  than  these  calamities  that  I 
endure? — Now  when  I  heard,  O  peahen,  the  words  of 
the  ass,  my  flesh  quaked  with  horror  of  the  son  of 
Adam,  and  I  said  to  the  young  lion,  O  my  master,  the 
ass  is  excused,  and  his  words  have  added  to  my  terror. 
The  young  lion  then  said  to  the  ass,  Whither  art  thou 
going  ?    The  ass  answered,  I  saw  the  son  of  Adam 
before  sunrise  at  a  distance,  and  I  fled  from  him,  and 
now  I  desire  to  depart  and  to  run  without  stopping, 
from  the  violence  of  my  fear  of  him  :  perhaps  I  may 
find  a  place  that  will  afford  me  an  asylum  from  the  per- 
fidious ?on  of  Adam. 

Now  while  the  ass  was  conversing  with  the  young 
lion  on  this  subject,  and  was  desirous  of  bidding  us  fare- 
well and  departing,  there  appeared  unto  us  a  cloud  of 
dust ;  whereupon  the  ass  brayed  and  cried  out,  looking 
in  the  direction  of  the  dust.  And  after  a  while,  the 
dust  dispersed  and  discovered  a  black  horse,  with  a 
white  spot  on  his  forehead  like  a  dirhem.*  This  horse, 
beautiful  with  the  white  spot  on  his  forehead,  hand- 


*  That  is,  round,  and  like  a  silver  coin. 
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somely  marked  with  white  next  the  hoof,  with  becoming 
legs,  and  neighing,  stopped  not  in  his  course  until  he 
came  before  the  young  lion.  And  when  the  young  lion 
beheld  him,  he  admired  him,  and  said  to  him,  What  is 
thy  genus,  O  majestic  wild  beast,  and  what  is  the  reason 
of  thy  fleeing  away  into  this  wide  and  extensive  desert  ? 
— O  lord  of  the  wild  beasts,  answered  the  horse,  I  am 
one  of  the  genus  of  horses,  and  the  reason  of  my  run- 
ning away  is  my  flight  from  the  son  of  Adam.  And 
the  young  lion  wondered  at  the  words  of  the  horse,  and 
replied,  Say  not  thus,  for  it  is  disgraceful  to  thee. 
Thou  art  tall  and  stout ;  and  how  then  fearest  thou  the 
son  of  Adam,  notwithstanding  the  bulk  of  thy  body,  and 
the  swiftness  of  thy  running,  when  I,  with  the  smallness 
of  my  body,  have  determined  to  encounter  the  son  of 
Adam,  to  attack  him  and  eat  his  flesh,  and  to  appease 
the  terror  of  this  poor  duck,  and  establish  her  securely 
in  her  home  ?  Now,  on  thy  coming  here,  thou  hast 
broken  my  heart  by  thy  words,  and  deterred  me  from 
that  which  I  desired  to  do ;  seeing  that  the  son  of 
Adam  hath  overcome  thee,  in  spite  of  thy  greatness, 
and  feared  not  thy  height  and  thy  breadth,  though,  if 
thou  kickedst  him  with  thy  hoof,  thou  wouldst  kill  him, 
and  he  could  not  prevail  against  thee,  but  thou  wouldst 
make  him  to  drink  the  cup  of  perdition. — But  the  horse 
laughed  \rtien  he  heard  the  words  of  the  young  lion, 
and  said,  Far,  far  is  it  from  my  power  to  overcome  him, 
O  son  of  the  King !  Let  not  my  height  nor  breadth 
nor  my  bulk  deceive  thee  with  respect  to  the  son  of 
Adam,  for,  in  the  excess  of  his  artifice  and  his  craftiness, 
he  maketh  for  me  a  thing  called  a  tethering-rope,  and 
putteth  to  my  four  feet  two  tethering-ropes  of  cords  made 
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of  the  fibres  of  the  palm-tree,  wound  round  with  felt, 
and  attacheth  me  by  my  head  to  a  high  stake.  I  remain 
standing,  thus  attached,  unable  to  lie  down  or  to  sleep. 
And  when  he  desireth  to  ride  me,  he  maketh  for  me  a 
thing  of  iron  into  which  to  put  his  feet,  called  the  stir- 
rups, and  placeth  upon  my  back  a  thing  called  the 
saddle,  binding  it  with  two  girths  under  the  hollow  of 
my  forelegs  ;  and  he  putteth  in  my  mouth  a  thing  of 
iron  called  the  bit,  affixing  to  it  a  strip  of  leather  termed 
the  bridle.  Then  when  he  rideth  on  my  back,  upon  the 
saddle,  he  taketh  hold  of  the  bridle  and  guideth  me  with 
it,  and  striketh  me  on  my  flanks  with  the  stirrups  until 
he  maketh  them  bleed.*  Ask  not,  O  son  of  the  Sultdn, 
what  I  suffer  from  the  son  of  Adam ;  for  when  I  have 
grown  old  and  lean,  and  am  unable  to  run  fleetly,  he 
selleth  me  to  the  miller,  to  employ  me  in  turning  the 
mill,  and  I  cease  not  to  do  so  night  and  day,  until  I 
become  infirm  from  age,  when  he  selleth  me  to  the 
butcher,  who  slaughtereth  me  :  he  strippeth  off  my  skin 
and  plucketh  my  tail  and  selleth  them  to  the  sieve - 
makers,  and  he  melteth  down  my  fat.f — And  when  the 
young  lion  heard  these  words  of  the  horse,  he  became 
more  enraged  and  vexed,  and  said  to  him,  When  didst 
thou  part  from  the  son  of  Adam  ?  He  answered,  I 
parted  from  him  at  midday,  and  he  is  following  my  tracks. 

And  while  the  young  lion  was  thus  talking  with  the 
horse,  lo,  a  dust  arose,  and  afterwards  dispersed,  and 
there  appeared  in  the  midst  of  it  a  furious  camel,  uttering 
a  gurgling  noise,  and  striking  the  ground  with  his  feet. 
Thus  he  continued  to  do  until  he  came  up  to  us ;  and 

*  The  shovel-shaped  Arab  stirrup  is  used  as  a  spur, 
f  "  To  make  candles." 
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when  the  young  lion  beheld  him,  great  and  stout,  he 
thought  that  he  was  the  son  of  Adam,  and  was  about  to 
spring  upon  him  ;  but  I  said  to  him,  O  son  of  the  Sultdn, 
this  is  not  the  son  of  Adam,  but  he  is  a  camel ;  and  it 
seemeth  that  he  is  fleeing  from  the  son  of  Adam.  And 
as  1  was  thus  engaged,  O  my  sister,  in  speaking  to  the 
young  lion,  the  camel  came  before  the  young  lion,  and 
saluted  him ;  and  he  returned  his  salutation,  and  said  to 
him,  What  is  the  reason  of  thy  coming  unto  this  place  ? 
He  answered,  I  have  come  fleeing  from  the  son  of  Adam. 
And  thou,  said  the  young  lion,  with  thy  huge  make  and 
height  and  breadth,  how  fearest  thou  the  son  of  Adam, 
when,  if  thou  kickedst  him  with  thy  foot,  thou  wouldst 
kill  him  ? — O  son  of  the  Sultan,  answered  the  camel, 
know  that  the  son  of  Adam  hath  subtleties  not  to  be 
supported,  and  nothing  overcometh  him  but  death  ;  for 
he  putteth  in  my  nose  a  string  called  a  nose-ring,*  and 
upon  my  head  he  putteth  a  halter  :  then  he  committeth 
me  to  the  least  of  his  children,  and  the  little  child  draweth 
me  along  by  the  string,  notwithstanding  my  great  bulk. 
They  load  me  also  with  the  heaviest  burdens,  and  take 
me  with  them  on  long  journeys.  They  employ  me  in 
difficult  labours  during  the  hours  of  the  night  and  the  day  ; 
and  when  I  have  grown  old,  and  have  become  disabled, 
my  master  no  longer  endureth  my  society ;  but  selleth 
me  to  the  butcher,  who  slaughtereth  me,  and  selleth  my 
skin  to  the  tanners,  and  my  flesh  to  the  cooks.  Ask  not, 
therefore,  what  I  suffer  from  the  son  of  Adam. — The 
young  lion  then  said  to  him,  At  what  hour  didst  thou 
part  from  the  son  of  Adam  ?    He  answered,  I  parted 

*  This  is  generally  done  to  the  light  camel  (or  dromedary) 
used  for  riding. 
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from  him  at  the  hour  of  sunset ;  and  I  imagine  that, 

coming  to  my  place  after  my  departure,  and  finding  me 

not,  he  is  on  the  way  to  seek  me ;  therefore  suffer  me, 

O  son  of  the  Sultan,  to  flee  into  the  deserts  and  wastes. 

But  the  young  lion  replied,  Wait  a  little,  O  camel,  that 

thou  mayest  see  how  I  will  tear  him,  and  feed  thee  with 

his  flesh,  and  break  his  bones,  and  drink  his  blood. — O 

son  of  the  Sultan,  rejoined  the  camel,  I  fear  for  thee  from 

the  son  of  Adam  ;  for  he  is  guileful  and  crafty.  And 

he  recited  the  saying  of  the  poet : — 

When  the  severe  alighteth  in  the  land  of  a  people,  there 
is  nothing  for  its  inhabitants  but  to  depart. 

But  as  the  camel  was  conversing  thus  with  the  young 
lion,  lo,  a  dust  arose,  and  after  a  while  dispersed  from 
around  a  short  and  thin  old  man.  On  his  shoulder  was 
a  basket  containing  a  set  of  carpenters'  tools,  upon  his 
head  was  a  branch  of  a  tree,  with  eight  planks,  and  he 
was  leading  by  the  hand  young  children,  and  walking  at 
a  brisk  pace.  He  advanced  without  stopping  until  he 
drew  near  to  the  young  lion  ;  and  when  I  beheld  him, 
O  my  sister,  I  fell  down  from  the  violence  of  my  fear. 
But  as  to  the  young  lion,  he  arose  and  walked  forward 
to  him  and  met  him  ;  and  when  he  came  up  to  him,  the 
carpenter  laughed  in  his  face,  and  said  to  him  with  an 
eloquent  tongue,  O  glorious  King,  endowed  with  libe- 
rality, may  Allah  make  thine  evening  and  thine  inten- 
tion prosperous,  and  increase  thy  courage  and  thy  power ! 
Protect  me  from  him  who  hath  afflicted  me,  and  by  his 
wickedness  smitten  me  ;  for  I  have  found  none  to  aid  me 
but  thee. — Then  the  carpenter  stood  before  the  lion,  and 
wept  and  sighed  and  lamented.  And  when  the  young 
lion  heard  his  weeping  and  lamenting,  he  said  to  him,  I 
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will  protect  thee  from  the  object  of  thy  dread.  Who 
then  is  he  who  hath  oppressed  thee,  and  what  art  thou, 
O  thou  wild  beast,  the  like  of  whom  I  have  never  in  my 
life  beheld,  and  than  whom  I  have  never  seen  any  of 
more  handsome  form  nor  any  of  more  eloquent  tongue  ; 
and  what  is  thy  condition  ?  —  So  the  carpenter  answered, 
O  lord  of  the  wild  beasts,  as  to  myself,  I  am  a  car- 
penter ;  and  as  to  him  who  hath  oppressed  me,  he  is 
a  son  of  Adam,  and  on  the  morning  after  this  night  he 
will  be  with  thee  in  this  place.  And  when  the  young 
lion  heard  these  words  from  the  carpenter,  the  light 
became  converted  into  darkness  before  his  face:  he 
growled  and  snorted  ;  his  eyes  cast  forth  sparks  ;  and  he 
cried  out,  saying,  By  Allah,  I  will  remain  awake  this 
night,  until  the  morning,  and  will  not  return  to  my 
father  until  I  accomplish  my  desire!  Then  looking 
towards  the  carpenter,  he  said  to  him,  I  see  thy  steps  to 
be  short,  and  I  cannot  hurt  thy  feelings ;  for  I  am  en- 
dowed with  generosity ;  and  I  imagine  that  thou  canst 
not  keep  pace  in  thy  walk  with  the  wild  beasts  :  acquaint 
me,  then,  whither  thou  art  going.  The  carpenter  re- 
plied, Know  that  I  am  going  to  the  Wezeer*  of  thy 
father,  to  the  lynx ;  for,  when  it  was  told  him  that  the 
son  of  Adam  had  trodden  this  region,  he  feared  for  him- 
self greatly,  and  sent  to  me  a  messenger  from  among  the 
wild  beasts,  that  I  might  make  for  him  a  house  in  which 
he  might  reside,  and  find  an  asylum,  and  that  should 
debar  him  from  his  enemy,  so  that  no  one  of  the  sons  of 
Adam  might  obtain  access  to  him.  Therefore,  when  the 
messenger  came  to  me,  I  took  these  planks  and  set  forth 
to  him. 

*  Commonly  called  Vizier. 
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On  hearing  these  words  of  the  carpenter,,  the  young 
lion  became  envious  of  the  lynx,  and  said  to  him,  By  my 
life,  thou  must  make  for  me  a  house  with  these  planks 
before  thou  make  for  the  lynx  his  house ;  and  when 
thou  hast  finished  my  work,  go  to  the  lynx,  and  make 
for  him  what  he  desireth.  But  when  the  carpenter  heard 
what  the  young  lion  said,  he  replied,  O  lord  of  the  wild 
beasts,  I  cannot  make  for  thee  anything  until  I  have  made 
for  the  lynx  what  he  desireth  :  then  I  will  come  to  serve 
thee,  and  make  for  thee  a  house  that  shall  protect  thee 
from  thine  enemy.  The  young  lion,  however,  said,  By 
Allah,  I  will  not  let  thee  go  from  this  place  until  thou 
make  for  me  a  house  with  these  planks.  He  then  crept 
and  sprang  upon  the  carpenter,  desiring  to  jest  with 
him,  and  struck  him  with  his  paw,  throwing  down  the 
basket  from  his  shoulder.  The  carpenter  fell  down  in  a 
swoon,  and  the  young  lion  laughed  at  him,  and  said,  Wo 
to  thee,  O  carpenter!  Verily  thou  art  weak,  and  with- 
out strength  :  so  thou  art  excused  for  thy  fearing  the  son 
of  Adam. — But  when  the  carpenter  had  fallen  down  upon 
his  back,  he  became  violently  enraged.  He  however 
concealed  this  from  the  young  lion,  through  his  fear  of 
him  ;  and  afterwards  he  sat  and  laughed  in  the  face  of  the 
young  lion,  saying  to  him,  Well,  I  will  make  for  thee 
the  house.  So  he  took  the  planks  that  he  had  with  him, 
and  nailed  together  the  house,  making  it  to  suit  the  mea- 
sure of  the  young  lion,  and  left  its  door  open  ;  for  he 
made  it  in  the  form  of  a  chest.  He  made  for  it  a  large 
aperture  with  a  cover  pierced  with  numerous  holes,  and 
taking  forth  some  new  nails,  said  to  the  young  lion, 
Enter  this  house  by  this  aperture,  that  I  may  arch  it 
over  thee.    The  young  lion  therefore  rejoiced  at  this, 
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and  advanced  to  the  aperture ;  but  he  saw  that  it  was 
narrow.  The  carpenter  said  to  him,  Enter,  and  crouch 
down  upon  thy  four  legs.  And  the  lion  accordingly  did 
so,  and  entered  the  chest,  but  his  tail  remained  outside. 
He  then  desired  to  draw  back  and  come  forth  ;  but  the 
carpenter  said  to  him,  Wait,  that  I  may  see  if  it  will 
admit  thy  tail  with  thee.  So  the  young  lion  complied 
with  his  directions ;  and  the  carpenter,  having  folded 
the  young  lion's  tail  and  stuffed  it  into  the  chest,  placed 
the  cover  upon  the  aperture  quickly,  and  nailed  it.  The 
young  lion  cried  out,  saying,  O  carpenter,  what  is  this 
narrow  house  that  thou  hast  made  for  me  ?  Let  me 
come  forth  from  it. — But  the  carpenter  replied,  Far,  far 
be  it  from  thee !  Repentance  for  what  hath  passed  will 
not  avail ;  for  thou  wilt  not  come  forth  from  this  place. 
— Then  the  carpenter  laughed,  and  said  to  the  young 
lion,  Thou  hast  fallen  into  the  cage,  and  become  the 
basest  of  wild  beasts. — O  my  brother,  said  the  young 
lion,  what  is  this  discourse  thai  thou  addressest  tome  ?  — 
Know,  O  dog  of  the  desert,  replied  the  carpenter,  that 
thou  hast  fallen  into  the  snare  that  thou  fearedst :  destiny 
hath  overthrown  thee,  and  caution  will  not  avail  thee. — 
So  when  the  young  lion  heard  his  words,  O  my  sister, 
he  knew  that  he  was  the  son  of  Adam,  against  whom  his 
father  had  cautioned  him  when  he  was  awake,  and  the 
invisible  speaker  in  his  sleep ;  and  I  was  convinced  that 
this  was  him  without  doubt  or  uncertainty.  I  therefore 
feared  him  greatly  for  myself,  and,  retiring  to  a  little 
distance  from  him,  waited  to  see  what  he  would  do  with 
the  young  lion.  And  I  saw,  O  my  sister,  the  son  of 
Adam  dig  a  trench  in  that  place,  near  the  chest  in  which 
was  the  young  lion  ;  and  he  threw  him  into  the  trench, 


32 


ARABIAN  TALES  AND  ANECDOTES. 


and  threw  wood  upon  him,  and  burnt  him  with  fire.  So 
my  fear,  O  my  sister,  increased  ;  and  for  two  days  I  have 
been  fleeing  from  the  son  of  Adam,  in  my  fear  of  him. 

The  peahen,  when  she  heard  these  words  from  the 
duck,  wondered  at  them  extremely,  and  said,  O  my 
sister,  thou  art  now  secure  from  the  son  of  Adam ;  for 
we  are  in  one  of  the  islands  of  the  sea,  to  which  the  son 
of  Adam  hath  no  way  of  access  ;  therefore  choose  a  resi- 
dence with  us  until  God  make  easy  thy  affair  and  ours. 
The  duck  replied,  I  fear  that  some  nocturnal  calamity 
may  befall  me ;  and  no  fugitive  slave  can  detach  himself 
from  fate.  But  the  peahen  rejoined,  Reside  with  us, 
and  be  like  us.  And  she  continued  to  urge  her  until  she 
did  so ;  and  she  said  to  the  peahen,  O  my  sister,  thou 
knowest  how  little  is  my  patience  ;  and  if  I  had  not  seen 
thee  here,  I  had  not  remained.  The  peahen  replied, 
If  anything  be  [written]  on  our  forehead,  we  must  ex- 
perience its  accomplishment ;  *  and  when  our  predestined 
end  approacheth,  who  will  deliver  us?    A  soul  de- 

*  This  figurative  expression  has  given  rise  to  a  common 
vulgar  belief  of  the  Arabs,  that  the  unchangeable  destinies  of 
every  human  being  are  written  upon  his  skull  in  what  we 
term  the  "  sutures." 
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parteth  not  until  it  hath  enjoyed  the  whole  of  its  sus- 
tenance and  its  decreed  period.-And  while  they  were 
thus  conversing,  a  cloud  of  dust  approached  them ;  where- 
upon the  duck  cried  out,  and  descended  into  the  sea 
saying,  Beware,  beware,  though  there  be  no  refuge  from 
destiny  !    The  dust  was  great ;  but  as  it  subsided,  there 
appeared  in  the  midst  of  it  an  antelope.    So  the  duck 
and  the  peahen  felt  secure  ;  and  the  latter  said  to  the 
duck,  O  my  sister,  that  which  thou  fearest  is  an  antelope, 
and  see,  he  hath  approached  us  :  no  harm  will  befall  us 
from  him  ;  for  the  antelope  eateth  the  herbs  which  spring 
from  the  earth  ;  and  as  thou  art  of  the  genus  of  birds* 
he  is  of  the  genus  of  wild  beasts:  therefore  feel  secure,' 
and  be  not  anxious ;  since  anxiety  wasteth  the  body' 
And  the  peahen  had  not  finished  her  words  when  the 
antelope  came  up  to  them  to  shade  himself  beneath  the 
tree  ;  and  on  beholding  the  peahen  and  the  duck,  he  sa- 
luted them,  and  said  to  them,  I  have  entered  this  island 
to-day,  and  have  seen  no  place  more  fruitful  than  it,  nor 
any  more  pleasant  as  an  abode.    He  then  invited  them 
to  keep  him  company  and  to  treat  him  with  sincere  friend- 
ship ;  and  when  the  duck  and  the  peahen  saw  his  affec- 
tion for  them,  they  addressed  him  kindly,  and  became 
desirous  of  his  society.     They  swore  to  be  faithful 
friends,  one  to  another,  and  they  passed  the  night  toge- 
ther, and  ate  together.    Thus  they  continued  in  safety, 
eating  and  drinking,  until  there  passed  by  them  a  vessel 
that  was  wandering  from  its  course  in  the  sea.    It  an- 
chored near  them,  and  the  people  came  forth  and  dis- 
persed themselves  in  the  island,  and,  seeing  the  antelope 
and  the  peahen  and  the  duck  together,  they  approached 
them.    So  the  antelope  fled  into  the  desert,  and  the  pea- 
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hen  soared  into  the  sky ;  but  the  duck  remained  infa- 
tuated, and  they  continued  to  run  after  her  until  they 
captured  her,  when  she  cried  out,  saying,  Caution  is  of 
no  avail  to  me  against  fate  and  destiny  !  And  they  de- 
parted with  her  to  their  vessel. 

The  antelope  and  the  peahen  mourned  incessantly  for 
the  loss  of  the  duck,  and  concluded  that  her  unhappy  end 
was  occasioned  by  her  neglecting  to  repeat  the  praises  of 
God  ;  for  it  is  the  general  practice  of  everything  that 
God  hath  created  to  celebrate  his  praises,  and  the  neglect 
of  doing  so  causeth  its  destruction. 


LIBERALITY  OF  HATIM  ET-TAEE  AFTER  HIS  DEATH. 

It  is  related  of  H&tim  Et-Taee,  that,  when  he  died,  he 
was  buried  on  the  summit  of  a  mountain,  and  they  made 
over  his  grave  two  troughs  of  stone,  and  stone  images  of 
damsels  with  dishevelled  hair.  Beneath  that  mountain 
ran  a  river  ;  and  when  travellers  arriving  there  alighted 
at  that  place,  they  heard  a  loud  crying  during  the  whole 
night,  from  nightfall  until  morn  ;  but  when  they  arose  in 
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the  morning,  they  found  no  one  save  only  the  damsels 
carved  of  stone.  And  when  Zu-l-Kelaa,  the  King  of 
Hemyer,  alighted  in  that  valley,  going  forth  from  his 
tribe,  he  passed  a  night  there,  and,  approaching  the  place, 
he  heard  the  crying  :  so  he  said,  What  is  this  lamentation 
that  is  on  the  summit  of  this  mountain  ?  They  answered 
him,  Here  is  the  sepulchre  of  Hatim  Et-Taee,  over  which 
are  two  troughs  of  stone,  with  stone  images  of  damsels 
with  dishevelled  hair,  and  every  night,  persons  who  alight 
in  this  place  hear  this  lamentation  and  crying.  Upon 
this,  Zu-l-Kelaa  said,  in  mockery  of  H&tim  Et-Taee,  O 
Hatim,  we  are  this  night  thy  guests,  and  lank  with 
hunger.  And  after  sleep  had  overcome  him,  he  awoke 
in  alarm,  exclaiming,  O  Arabs,  come  hither  to  me  and  to 
my  beast !  And  when  they  came,  they  found  the  she- 
camel  convulsed :  so  they  slaughtered  her,  and  roasted 
her  flesh,  and  ate.  They  then  asked  him  the  cause  of 
this  ;  and  he  answered,  I  was  sleeping,  and  saw  in  a 
dream  Hatim  Et-Taee,  who  came  to  me  with  a  sword, 
and  said,  Thou  hast  visited  us  when  we  have  nothing  in 
our  possession.  And  he  wounded  my  she-camel  with  the 
sword.    Had  ye  not  slaughtered  her,  she  had  died. 

And  when  the  next  morning  came,  Zu-l-Kelaa 
mounted  the  beast  of  one  of  his  companions,  taking  the 
man  up  behind  him ;  and  at  mid-day  they  saw  a  man 
riding  a  beast  and  leading  another  beast  by  his  hand  ;  and 
they  said  to  him,  Who  art  thou  ?  He  answered,  I  am 
'Adee  the  son  of  Hatim  Et-T&ee.  And  where,  he 
added,  is  Zu-l-Kelaa,  the  Prince  of  Hemyer?  So  they 
answered  him,  This  is  he.  And  he  said  to  Zu-l-Kelaa, 
Mount  this  she-camel,  instead  of  thine  own  ;  for  thy  she- 
camel,  my  father  hath  slaughtered  for  thee. — And  who, 
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said  Zu-l-Kelaa,  informed  thee  ?  'Adee  answered,  My 
father  came  to  me  in  sleep  this  last  night,  and  said  to  me, 
O  'Adee,  Zu-l-Kelda  the  King  of  Hemyerhath  demanded 
my  hospitality,  and  I  have  slaughtered  for  him  his  she- 
camel  :  so  repair  thou  to  him  with  a  she-camel  for  him  to 
ride ;  for  I  have  nothing  in  my  possession. — Zu-l-Kelaa 
therefore  took  her,  and  wondered  at  the  generosity  dis- 
played by  Hatim  while  living  and  when  dead. 


ADVENTURES  OF  IBRAHEEM   THE  SON  OF  EL-MAHDEE. 

Ibraheem  the  son  of  El-Mahdee,  and  brother  of  Haroon 
Er-Rasheed,  when  the  office  of  Khaleefeh  devolved  to 
El-Ma-moon  the  son  of  his  brother  Er-Rasheed,  refused 
to  vow  allegiance  to  him,  and  repaired  to  Er-Rei,*  where 
he  assumed  to  himself  the  title  of  Khaleefeh,  and  thus  he 
continued  to  do  for  the  space  of  one  year  and  eleven 
months  and  twelve  days.  His  brother's  son,  El-Ma- 
moon,  remained  expecting  his  return  to  obedience,  and 
his  ranging  himself  among  the  number  of  his  followers, 
until  at  length,  despairing  of  his  doing  so,  he  mounted 
and  set  forth  with  his  horsemen  and  foot-soldiers  to  Er- 
Rei.  And  when  the  news  of  his  approach  was  brought 
to  Ibraheem,  he  found  no  resource  but  that  of  going  to 
Baghdad,  where  he  hid  himself,  fearing  for  his  life  ;  and 
El-Ma-moon  offered  to  any  one  who  would  point  out  his 
place  of  concealment  a  hundred  thousand  pieces  of  gold. 

Now  when  I  heard  of  this  reward  that  was  offered, 
says  Ibrdheem,  I  feared  for  myself,  and  was  perplexed  at 
*  A  city  in  the  north  of  the  Persian  'Erak. 
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my  case.  So  I  went  forth  from  my  house  at  the  hour  of 
mid-day,  not  knowing  whither  to  repair,  and  I  entered 
a  great  street  that  was  not  a  thoroughfare,  and,  seeing  at 
the  upper  end  of  it  a  barber  standing  at  the  door  of  his 
house,  I  advanced  towards  him,  and  said  to  him,  Hast 
thou  any  place  in  which  I  may  conceal  myself  for  a 
while  ?  He  answered,  Yes  :—  and  opened  the  door,  and 
I  entered  a  clean  house.  Then,  after  he  had  brought 
me  in,  he  closed  the  door  upon  me,  and  wei.t  away.  I 
suspected,  therefore,  that  he  had  heard  of  the  reward 
that  was  offered,  and  said  within  myself,  He  hath  gone 
forth  to  betray  me.  So  I  remained  in  a  state  of  agitation 
like  the  pot  upon  the  fire,  reflecting  upon  my  case ;  but 
while  I  was  in  this  state,  lo,  he  came,  attended  by  a 
porter  with  all  that  he  required ;  and,  looking  towards 
me,  he  said  to  me,  May  I  be  thy  sacrifice  !— I  was  in  want 
of  food,  and  prepared  for  myself  a  sauce-pan  full,  the  like 
of  which  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  eaten  before  ; 
and  when  I  had  satisfied  myself  with  it,  he  said,  O  my 
master,  it  is  not  consistent  with  my  station  to  converse 
with  thee  ;  but  if  thou  desire  to  honour  thy  slave,  thine 
own  surpassing  judgment  will  determine.  I  therefore 
said  to  him,  not  imagining  that  he  knew  me,  And  whence 
hast  thou  learned  that  I  excel  in  conversation  ?  Where- 
upon he  exclaimed,  Extolled  be  the  perfection  of  Allah  ! 
Our  lord  is  too  celebrated  for  me  to  be  ignorant  of  that. 
Thou  art  my  master  Ibraheem  the  son  of  El-Mahdee, 
respecting  whom  El-Ma-moon  hath  announced  that  he 
will  give  to  him  who  discovereth  thee  a  hundred  thousand 
pieces  of  gold.— And  when  he  said  this,  he  became 
exalted  in  my  eye,  and  his  generosity  was  established  in 
my  opinion  :  so  I  complied  with  his  desire,  and,  the  re- 
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membrance  of  my  children  and  my  family  occurring  to 
my  mind,  I  said, — ■ 

Perhaps  He  who  restored  to  Yoosuf  his  family,  and  ag- 
grandized him  in  the  prison  when  he  was  a  captive, 

May  answer  our  prayer,  and  reunite  us ;  for  God,  the 
Lord  of  all  creatures,  is  able. 

And  when  he  heard  these  words  from  me,  he  said,  O 
my  master,  wilt  thou  permit  me  to  repeat  what  hath 
suggested  itself  to  my  mind  ?  I  answered,  Do  so.  And 
he  recited  two  pieces  of  poetry ;  on  hearing  which,  I 
was  filled  with  the  utmost  wonder  at  him,  and  moved 
with  extreme  delight.  I  then  took  a  purse  that  I  had 
with  me,  containing  a  number  of  pieces  of  gold,  and 
threw  it  towards  him,  saying  to  him,  I  commend  thee  to 
the  care  of  God  ;  for  I  am  about  to  depart  from  thee ; 
I  beg  thee  to  employ  the  contents  of  this  purse  in  the 
purchase  of  some  of  the  things  that  thou  requirest,  and 
thou  wilt  receive  from  me  an  abundant  recompense  when 
I  am  secure  from  that  which  I  fear.  But  he  gave  me 
back  the  purse,  and  said,  O  my  master,  paupers  like 
myself  are  of  no  estimation  with  you ;  yet,  consistently 
with  my  feelings  of  generosity,  how  can  I  accept  pay- 
ment for  the  boon  which  fortune  hath  granted  me  in 
causing  thee  to  show  me  such  favour  and  to  visit  my 
abode  ?  By  Allah,  if  thou  repeat  those  words,  and 
throw  the  purse  to  me  a  second  time,  I  will  kill  myself. 
So  I  took  the  purse,  putting  it  into  my  sleeve,*  and  the 
weight  of  it  incommoded  me  ;  and  I  turned  to  leave  him  ; 
but  when  I  came  to  the  door  of  his  house,  he  said,  O 
my  master,  this  place  is  more  suited  for  thy  concealment 

*  An  Arab  often  carries  things  in  his  long  and  ample 
sleeve,  gathering  up  the  greater  part  of  its  edge  in  his  hand. 
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than  another,  and  the  supplying  thee  with  provisions  is 
no  burden  to  me  ;  therefore  remain  with  me  until  God 
dispel  thy  trouble.  So  I  replied,  On  the  condition  that 
thou  expend  from  this  purse.  And  he  deceived  me  by 
professing  his  assent  to  this  condition.  Accordingly,  I 
remained  with  him  some  days  ;  but  he  expended  nothing 
from  the  purse. 

I  then  attired  myself  in  women's  apparel,  with  the 
khuff*  and  the  veil,  and  went  forth  from  his  house. 
But  when  I  was  in  the  street,  excessive  fear  overcame 
me  ;  and  as  I  was  about  to  pass  over  the  bridge,  I  found 
myself  in  a  place  sprinkled  with  water,f  and  a  trooper, 
one  of  those  who  had  been  in  my  service,  saw  me  and 
recognised  me ;  whereupon  he  called  out  and  said,  This 
is  the  person  of  whom  El-Ma-moon  is  in  quest  I  And 
he  laid  hold  upon  me.  I  however  pushed  him  and  his 
horse,  and  threw  both  down  in  that  slippery  place,  so 
that  the  rider  became  an  example  to  him  who  would  be 
admonished,  and  the  people  hastened  towards  him. 

I  therefore  hurried  on  until  I  had  passed  the  bridge, 
when  I  entered  a  great  street,  and,  seeing  the  door  of  a 
house,  and  a  woman  standing  in  the  passage,  I  said,  O 
my  mistress,  save  my  life  ;  for  I  am  a  man  in  fear.  She 
replied,  No  harm  shall  befall  thee.  And  she  took  me 
up  into  a  supping-room,  where  she  spread  furniture  for 
me,  and  brought  to  me  some  food,  saying  to  me,  Let  thy 

*  AukinAd  °,f  soc^s'  or  short  boots,  of  yellow  morocco,  still 
worn  by  Arab  and  some  other  Eastern  ladies,  within  the 
slipper,  when  walking  abroad,  or  riding. 

t  The  ground  is  generally  sprinkled  in  the  streets,  &c,  of 
Arab  cities,  during  the  summer,  to  cool  the  air  as  well  as  to 
lay  the  dust;  but  a  narrow  space  is  usually  left  dry  in  the 
middle  ;  this  being  especially  necessary  for  the  camels. 

c  3 
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terror  subside.  And  while  she  was  thus  comforting  me, 
the  door  was  knocked  with  violence.  So  she  went  forth 
and  opened  it ;  and  lo,  my  acquaintance  whom  I  had 
pushed  upon  the  bridge  came  forward,  with  his  head 
bound,  and  his  blood  running  down  upon  his  clothes, 
and  his  horse  was  not  with  him.  She  said  to  him,  What 
is  this  ?  What  calamity  hath  befallen  thee  ? — He  an- 
swered, I  caught  the  man,  and  he  made  his  escape  from 
me.  And  he  related  to  her  the  whole  affair.  And  she 
took  forth  a  piece  of  rag,  with  which  she  bound  his  head  ; 
after  which  she  spread  a  bed  for  him,  and  he  lay  sick. 
Then  coming  up  to  me,  she  said  to  me,  I  imagine  that 
thou  art  the  person  in  question.  I  replied,  Yes.  And 
she  said,  No  harm  shall  befall  thee.  She  then  renewed 
her  generous  conduct  to  me,  and  I  remained  with  her 
three  days  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which,  she  said  to  me, 
I  am  in  fear  for  thee  from  this  man,  lest  he  come  up  to 
thee,  and  thou  fall  into  the  misfortune  that  thou  dreadest : 
therefore  save  thyself  by  flight.  But  I  requested  her  to 
delay  my  departure  until  the  night ;  and  she  said,  There 
will  be  no  harm  in  that. 

So  when  the  night  came,  I  put  on  the  woman's  ap- 
parel, and,  going  forth  from  her,  repaired  to  the  house 
of  an  emancipated  female  slave  who  had  belonged  to  us ; 
and  when  she  saw  me,  she  wept,  and  appeared  grieved, 
and  praised  God  (whose  name  be  exalted!)  for  my 
safety,  and  went  forth  as  though  she  would  go  to  the 
market  to  procure  what  was  requisite  for  my  entertain- 
ment. But  suddenly  I  beheld  Ibraheem  El-M6silee, 
approaching  in  the  midst  of  his  young  men  and  troopers, 
with  a  woman  before  them ;  and,  looking  narrowly  at 
her,  I  found  that  she  was  the  emancipated  slave,  the 
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owner  of  the  house  where  I  was.  She  walked  on  before 
them  until  she  delivered  me  into  their  hands,  and  I  was 
carried,  in  the  woman's  attire,  to  El-Ma-moon. 

He  held  a  general  council,  and  caused  me  to  be  brought 
in  before  him  ;  and  when  I  entered,  I  saluted  him  as 
Khaleefeh;*  but  he  replied,  May  God  not  preserve 
thee  nor  bless  thee!  So  I  said  to  him,  Act  according 
to  thy  good  pleasure,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful :  thou 
hast  the  command  ;  therefore  decide  upon  punishment 
or  pardon  ;  but  pardon  is  the  more  agreeable  with  piety. 
God  hath  made  thy  pardon  to  excel  that  of  every  other 
person,  as  He  hath  made  my  offence  to  exceed  every 
other  offence,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful ;  and  if  thou  take 
vengeance,  it  will  be  in  thy  justice  ;  and  if  thou  pardon, 
it  will  be  in  thy  generosity.  Then  I  recited  these 
verses  :  — 

My  offence  against  thee  is  great ;  but  thou  art  greater 
than  it : 

So  exact  thy  due,  or  else,  in  thy  clemency  remit  it. 
If  /  have  not  been  of  the  generous  in  conduct,  do  thou 
be  so. 

El-Ma-moon  then  raised  his  head,  and  I  quickly  recited 
these  other  verses  :  — 

I  have  committed  an  enormous  offence ;  but  thou  art 

disposed  to  pardon. 
If  thou  pardon,  thou  wilt  be  gracious;  and  if  thou 
punish,  thou  wilt  be  just. 
And  El-Ma-moon  hung  down  his  head,  and  repeated 
this  couplet : — 

When  a  friend  desireth  to  enrage  me,  and  causeth  me 

to  be  choked  in  my  anger, 
I  forgive  his  offences,  and  pardon  him,  fearing  lest  I 

should  live  friendless. 


*  Saying,  "  Peace  be  on  thee,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful !" 
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So  when  I  heard  these  words  from  him,  I  perceived  from 
them  the  odour  of  mercy.    He  then  addressed  the  son 
of  his  uncle,  and  his  brother  Is-hdk,  and  all  his  chief 
officers  who  were  present,  and  said  to  them,  What  course 
do  ye  see  to  be  suitable  to  his  case  ?    Whereupon  every 
one  of  them  advised  him  to  slay  me  ;  but  they  differed 
as  to  the  mode  of  slaughter.    El-Ma-moon,  however, 
said  to  Ahmad  the  son  of  Khalid,  What  sayest  thou,  O 
Ahmad'?— O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  he  answered,  if 
thou  slay  him,  we  find  an  instance  of  such  a  person  as 
thyself  who  hath  slain  such  as  he  is  ;  and  if  thou  pardon 
him,  we  find  not  an  instance  of  any  like  thee  who  hath 
pardoned  one  like  him.    And  when  El-Ma-moon  heard 
the  words  of  Ahmad  the  son  of  Khalid,  he  hung  down 
his  head,  and  repeated  the  saying  of  the  poet  :— 

My  family  have  slain  Umeym,  my  brother :  so  if  I 
shoot  at  them,  my  arrow  will  revert  to  me. 

If  I  pardon,  I  shall  grant  an  egregious  pardon;  and  if 
I  assault,  I  shall  weaken  my  own  bones. 

And  he  recited  also  these  words  of  the  poet  :— 

Forgive  thy  brother  when  he  mingleth  what  is  right 

with  what  is  wrong ;  & 
And  continue  thy  kindness  to  him,  whether  he  be 

thankful  or  ungrateful ; 
And  abstain  thou  from  reproaching  him,  whether  he 

err  or  act  justly. 
Dost  thou  not  see  that  what  thou  lovest  and  what  thou 

hatest  are  conjoined  ? 
And  that  the  delight  of  long  life  is  disturbed  by  the 

mixture  of  grey  hairs  ?  J 
And  that  the  thorns  appear  upon  the  branches  together 

with  the  fruit  that  is  gathered  ?  6 
Who  is  he  that  hath  never  done  evil?  And  who  hath 

done  good  alone  ? 

^tW^nl^l?6  T!  of      ase> thou  woulds* 
that  most  of  them  had  erred. 

On  hearing  these  verses  from  him,  I  removed  the  veil 
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from  my  head,  loudly  exclaiming,  God  is  most  great!* — 
and  said,  May  God  pardon  thee,  O  Prince  of  the  Faith- 
ful !  He  replied,  No  harm  shall  befall  thee,  O  uncle. 
O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  I  rejoined,  my  offence  is  too 
great  for  me  to  utter  anything  in  excuse  of  it,  and  thy 
pardon  is  too  great  for  me  to  "express  my  thanks.  Then, 
with  mirth-exciting  modulations,  I  sang  these  verses  : — 

Verily  the  Author  of  all  virtues  collected  them  in  the 
loins  of  Adam  for  the  Seventh  Imam.f 

Thou  hast  filled  men's  hearts  with  reverence  for  thee, 
and  with  an  humble  heart  thou  guardest  them  all. 

I  rebelled  not  against  thee,  overwhelmed  by  delusion, 
from  any  motive  but  that  of  covetousness  ; 

And  thou  hast  pardoned  one  whose  like  never  was  par- 
doned before,  though  none  interceded  with  thee, 

And  hast  pitied  little-ones  like  those  of  the  kata,J  and 
the  yearning  of  a  mother  with  impatient  heart. 

To  this,  El-Ma-moon  replied,  I  say,  in  imitation  of  the 
example  of  our  lord  Yoosuf  (upon  our  Prophet  and  upon 
him  be  blessing  and  peace  !),  There  shall  be  no  reproach 
cast  on  you  this  day  :  God  forgive  you  ;  for  He  is  the 
most  merciful  of  those  who  show  mercy. §  And  I  restore 
to  thee  thy  wealth  and  thy  lands,  O  uncle,  and  no  harm 
shall  befall  thee.— So  I  devoutly  supplicated  blessings 
upon  him,  and  recited  these  verses : 

Thou  hast  restored  my  wealth,  and  not  been  avaricious 
of  it ;  and  before  thou  didst  this,  thou  sparedst  my  life. 
I  would  give  my  blood  to  obtain  thine  approval,  and 

my  wealth  till  I  drew  off  the  shoe  from  my  foot. 
Were  I  ungrateful  for  the  favours  thou  hast  granted  me, 
I  should  be  more  base  than  thou  art  generous. 


*  This  is  the  usual  Muslim  cry  of  victory. 

f  By  "  the  Seventh  Imam "  is  meant  El-Ma-moon,  the 
seventh  of  the  'Abba see  Khaleefehs. 

X  The  kata  is  a  kind  of  grouse,  that  deposits  its  eggs  in 
the  desert,  at  a  great  distance  from  any  water. 

§  These  words,  beginning,  "  There  shall  be  no  reproach," 
are  from  the  Kur-an.  chap.  xii.  verse  92. 
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El-Ma-moon  then  treated  me  with  honour  and  benefi- 
cence, and  said  to  me,  O  uncle,  verily  Aboo  Is-hak  and 
El  'Abbas  advised  me  to  slay  thee.    I  replied,  Verily 
Aboo  Is-h&k  and  El-'Abbas  advised  thee  faithfully,  O 
Prince  of  the  Faithful ;  but  thou  hast  acted  as  became 
thyself,  and  averted  that  which  thou  fearedst  by  doing 
what  thou  desiredst.    And  he  said,  I  have  extinguished 
my  rancour  by  sparing  thy  life,  and  I  have  pardoned 
thee  without  burdening  thee  by  obligations  to  interces- 
sors.   Then  he  prostrated  himself  in  adoration  for  a  long 
time ;  after  which  he  raised  his  head,  and  said,  O  uncle, 
knowest  thou  wherefore  I  prostrated  myself?    I  an- 
swered, Perhaps  thou  didst  so  to  thank  God  for  his  hav- 
ing made  thee  master  of  thine  enemy.    He  replied,  I 
desired  not  that ;  but  to  thank  God  that  He  had  inspired 
me  to  pardon  thee. — I  then  explained  to  him  my  case, 
and  told  him  what  had  happened  to  me  with  the  cupper 
[or  barber],  and  with  the  trooper  and  his  wife,  and  the 
emancipated  female  slave  who  betrayed  me :  whereupon 
El-Ma-moon  gave  orders   to  bring   that  emancipated 
female  slave.    She  was  in  her  house,  expecting  the  re- 
ward to  be  sent  to  her ;  and  when  she  came  before  El- 
Ma-moon,  he  said  to  her,  What  induced  thee  to  act  as 
thou  didst  to  thy  master?    She  answered,  Desire  for  the 
money.    And  he  said,  Hast  thou  a  child  or  a  husband  ? 
She  answered,  No.    And  upon  this  he  gave  orders  to 
inflict  upon  her  a  hundred  lashes,  and  commanded  that 
she  should  be  imprisoned  for  life.    He  then  caused  the 
trooper  and  his  wife  and  the  cupper  to  be  brought ;  and 
when  they  had  all  come,  he  asked  the  trooper  the  cause 
of  his  having  acted  as  he  had  done.    He  answered,  De- 
sire for  the  money.    And  El-Ma-moon  replied,  Thou 
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must  be  a  cupper.  And  accordingly  he  commissioned  a 
person  to  place  him  in  the  shop  of  a  cupper  that  he  might 
teach  him  his  art.  But  the  trooper's  wife  he  treated 
with  honour,  and  he  took  her  into  the  palace,  and  said, 
This  is  a  sensible  woman,  fit  to  be  employed  in  affairs  of 
importance.  Then  he  said  to  the  cupper,  There  hath 
been  such  evidence  of  thy  generosity  as  requireth  that 
extraordinary  honour  should  be  paid  to  thee.  And  he 
commanded  that  the  house  of  the  trooper  should  be  given 
up  to  him,  and  bestowed  upon  him,  in  addition  to  that, 
fifteen  thousand  pieces  of  gold. 


THE  DISCOVERY  AND  HISTORY  OF  IREM  ZAT  EL-'EMAD, 
THE  TERRESTRIAL  PARADISE  OF  SHEDDAD  THE  SON 
OF  *A'D. 

It  is  related  that  'Abd  Allah  the  son  of  Aboo  Kil&beh 
went  forth  to  seek  a  camel  that  had  run  away,  and  while 
he  was  proceeding  over  the  deserts  of  El- Yemen  and  the 
district  of  Seba,  he  chanced  to  arrive  at  a  vast  city  en- 
compassed by  enormous  fortifications,  around  the  circuit 
of  which  were  pavilions  rising  high  into  the  sky.  So 
when  he  approached  it,  he  imagined  that  there  must  be 
inhabitants  within  it,  of  whom  he  might  inquire  for  his 
camel ;  and  accordingly  he  advanced  to  it ;  but  on  coming 
to  it,  he  found  that  it  was  desolate,  without  any  one  to 
cheer  its  solitude. 

I  alighted,  says  he,  from  my  she-camel,  and  tied  up 
her  foot ;  and  then,  composing  my  mind,  entered  the 
city.  On  approaching  the  fortifications,  I  found  that 
they  had  two  enormous  gates,  the  like  of  which,  for 
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size  and  height,  have  never  been  seen  elsewhere  in  the 
world,  set  with  a  variety  of  jewels  and  jacinths,  white 
and  red  and  yellow  and  green  ;.  and  when  I  beheld  this, 
I  was  struck  with  the  utmost  wonder  at  it,  and  the  sight 
astonished  me.    I  entered  the  fortifications  in  a  state  of 
terror,  and  with  a  wandering  mind,  and  saw  them  to  be 
of  the  same  large  extent  as  the  city,  and  to  comprise 
elevated  pavilions,  every  one  of  these  containing  lofty 
chambers,  and  all  of  them  constructed  of  gold  and  silver, 
and  adorned  with  rubies  and  chrysolites  and  pearls  and 
various- coloured  jewels.    The  folding  doors  of  these 
pavilions  were  like  those  of  the  fortifications  in  beauty, 
and  their  floors  were  overlaid  with  large  pearls  and  with 
balls  like  hazel-nuts  composed  of  musk  and  ambergris  and 
saffron.    And  when  I  came  into  the  midst  of  the  city, 
I  saw  not  in  it  a  created  being  of  the  sons  of  Adam  ;  and 
I  almost  died  of  terror.    I  then  looked  down  from  the 
summits  of  the  lofty  chambers  and  pavilions,  and  saw 
rivers  running  beneath  them  ;  and  in  the  great  thorough- 
fare-streets of  the  city  were  fruit-bearing  trees,  and  tall 
palm-trees  ;  and  the  construction  of  the  city  was  of  alter- 
nate bricks  of  gold  and  silver  :  so  I  said  within  myself, 
No  doubt  this  is  the  paradise  promised  in  the  world  to 
come. 

I  carried  away,  of  the  jewels  which  were  as  its  gravel, 
and  the  musk  that  was  as  its  dust,  as  much  as  I  could 
bear,  and  returned  to  my  district,  where  I  acquainted 
the  people  with  the  occurrence.  And  the  news  reached 
Mo'awiyeh  the  son  of  Aboo  Sufyan  (who  was  then  Kha- 
leefeh)  in  the  Hejaz  :  so  he  wrote  to  his  lieutenant  in 
San 'a  of  El-Yemen,  saying,  Summon  that  man,  and  in- 
quire of  him  the  truth  of  the  matter.    His  lieutenant 
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therefore  caused  me  to  be  brought,  and  demanded  of  me 
an  account  of  my  adventure,  and  of  what  had  befallen 
me  ;  and  I  informed  him  of  what  I  had  seen.  He  then 
sent  me  to  Mo'awiyeh,  and  I  acquainted  him  also  with 
that  which  I  had  seen  ;  but  he  disbelieved  it :  so  I  pro- 
duced to  him  some  of  those  pearls  and  the  little  balls  of 
ambergris  and  musk  and  saffron.  The  latter  retained 
somewhat  of  their  sweet  scent ;  but  the  pearls  had  be- 
come yellow  and  discoloured. 

At  the  sight  of  these,  Mo'awiyeh  wondered,  and  he 
sent  and  caused  Kaab  el-Ahbar*  to  be  brought  before 
him,  and  said  to  him,  O  Kaab  el-Ahbar,  I  have  called 
thee  on  account  of  a  matter  of  which  I  desire  to  know 
the  truth,  and  I  hope  that  thou  mayest  be  able  to  certify 
me  of  it. — And  what  is  it,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful  ? 
asked  Kaab  el-Ahbar.  Mo'awiyeh  said,  Hast  thou  any 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  city  constructed  of  gold 
and  silver,  the  pillars  whereof  are  of  chrysolite  and  ruby, 
and  the  gravel  of  which  is  of  pearls,  and  of  balls  like 
hazel-nuts,  composed  of  musk  and  ambergris  and  saffron  ? 
He  answered,  Yes,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful.  It  is 
Irem  Zat  el-'Emad,  the  like  of  which  hath  never  been 
constructed  in  the  regions  of  the  earth  ;  and  Sheddad 
the  son  of  'AM  the  Greater  built  it. — Relate  to  us,  said 
Mo'awiyeh,  somewhat  of  its  history.  And  Kaab  el- 
Ahbar  replied  thus  : — 

'A'd  the  Greater  had  two  sons,  Shedeed  and  Sheddad  ; 
and  when  their  father  perished,  they  reigned  conjointly 

*  A  famous  traditionist,  of  the  tribe  of  Hemyer,  who  em- 
braced El-Islam  in  the  reign  of  'Omar,  and  died  in  the  year 
of  the  Flight  32,  during  the  reign  of  'Othman.  The  anec- 
dote therefore  presents  an  anachronism. 
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over  the  countries  after  him,  and  there  was  no  one  of 
the  Kings  of  the  earth  who  was  not  subject  to  them. 
And  Shedeed  the  son  of  'A'd  died :  so  his  brother  Shed- 
d&d  ruled  alone  over  the  earth  after  him.  He  was  fond 
of  reading  the  ancient  books  ;  and  when  he  met  with  the 
description  of  the  world  to  come,  and  of  paradise  with 
its  pavilions  and  lofty  chambers  and  its  trees  and  fruits, 
and  of  the  other  things  in  paradise,  his  heart  enticed 
him  to  construct  its  like  on  the  earth,  after  this  manner 
which  hath  been  above-mentioned.  He  had  under  his 
authority  a  hundred  thousand  Kings,  under  each  of 
whom  were  a  hundred  thousand  valiant  chieftains,  and 
under  each  of  these  were  a  hundred  thousand  soldiers. 
And  he  summoned  them  all  before  him,  and  said  to 
them,  I  find  in  the  ancient  books  and  histories  the  de- 
scription of  the  paradise  that  is  in  the  other  world,  and 
I  desire  to  make  its  like  upon  the  earth.  Depart  ye 
therefore  to  the  most  pleasant  and  most  spacious  vacant 
tract  in  the  earth,  and  build  for  me  in  it  a  city  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  spread,  as  its  gravel,  chrysolites  and  rubies 
and  pearls,  and  as  the  supports  of  the  vaulted  roofs  of 
that  city  make  columns  of  chrysolite,  and  fill  it  with  pa- 
vilions, and  over  the  pavilions  construct  lofty  chambers, 
and  beneath  them  plant,  in  the  by-streets  and  great 
thoroughfare-streets,  varieties  of  trees  bearing  different 
kinds  of  ripe  fruits,  and  make  rivers  to  run  beneath 
them  in  channels  of  gold  and  silver. — To  this  they  all 
replied,  How  can  we  accomplish  that  which  thou  hast 
described  to  us,  and  how  can  we  procure  the  chrysolites 
and  rubies  and  pearls  that  thou  hast  mentioned  ?  But 
he  said,  Know  ye  not  that  the  Kings  of  the  world  are 
obedient  to  me,  and  under  my  authority,  and  that  no 
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one  who  is  in  it  disobeyeth  my  command  ?  They  an- 
swered, Yes,  we  know  that. — Depart  then,  said  he,  to 
the  mines  of  chrysolite  and  ruby,  and  to  the  places  where 
pearls  are  found,  and  gold  and  silver ;  and  take  forth  and 
collect  their  contents  from  the  earth,  and  spare  no  exer- 
tions. Take  also  for  me  from  the  hands  of  men  such  of 
those  things  as  ye  find,  and  spare  none,  nor  let  any 
escape  you  ;  and  beware  of  disobedience. 

He  then  wrote  a  letter  to  each  of  the  Kings  in  the 
regions  of  the  earth,  commanding  them  to  collect  all  the 
articles  of  the  kinds  above-mentioned  that  their  subjects 
possessed,  and  to  repair  to  the  mines  in  which  these 
things  were  found,  and  extract  the  precious  stones  that 
they  contained,  even  from  the  beds  of  the  seas.  And 
they  collected  the  things  that  he  required  in  the  space  of 
twenty  years;  after  which,  he  sent  forth  the  geometri- 
cians and  sages,  and  labourers  and  artificers,  from  all 
the  countries  and  regions,  and  they  dispersed  themselves 
through  the  deserts  and  wastes,  and  tracts  and  districts, 
until  they  came  to  a  desert  wherein  was  a  vast  open 
plain,  clear  from  hills  and  mountains,  and  in  it  were 
springs  gushing  forth,  and  rivers  running.  So  they  said, 
This  is  the  kind  of  place  which  the  King  commanded  us 
to  seek,  and  called  us  to  find.  They  then  busied  them- 
selves in  building  the  city  according  to  the  direction  of 
the  King  Sheddad,  King  of  the  whole  earth,  in  its 
length  and  breadth  ;  and  they  made  through  it  the  chan- 
nels for  the  rivers,  and  laid  the  foundations  conformably 
with  the  prescribed  extent.  The  Kings  of  the  various 
districts  of  the  earth  sent  thither  the  jewels  and  stones, 
and  large  and  small  pearls,  and  carnelion  and  pure  gold, 
upon  camels  over  the  deserts  and  wastes,  and  sent  great 
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ships  with  them  over  the  seas  ;  and  a  quantity  of  those 
things,  such  as  cannot  be  described  nor  calculated  nor 
defined,  was  brought  to  the  workmen,  who  laboured 
in  the  construction  of  this  city  three  hundred  years. 
And  when  they  had  finished  it,  they  came  to  the  King 
and  acquainted  him  with  the  completion  ;  and  he  said  to 
them,  Depart,  and  make  around  it  impregnable  fortifica- 
tions, of  great  height,  and  construct  around  the  circuit 
of  the  fortifications  a  thousand  pavilions,  each  with  a 
thousand  pillars  beneath  it,  in  order  that  there  may  be 
in  each  pavilion  a  Wezeer.  So  they  went  immediately, 
and  did  this  in  twenty  years ;  after  which  they  pre- 
sented themselves  before  Sheddad,  and  informed  him  of 
the  accomplishment  of  his  desire. 

He  therefore  ordered  his  Wezeers,  who  were  a  thou- 
sand in  number,  and  his  chief  officers,  and  such  of  his 
troops  and  others  as  he  confided  in,  to  make  themselves 
ready  for  departure,  and  to  prepare  themselves  for  re- 
moval to  Irem  Zat  el-'Emad,  in  attendance  upon  the 
King  of  the  world,  Sheddad  the  son  of  'A'd.  He  or- 
dered also  such  as  he  chose  of  his  women  and  his  hareem, 
as  his  female  slaves  and  his  eunuchs,  to  fit  themselves 
out.  And  they  passed  twenty  years  in  equipping  them- 
selves. Then  Sheddad  proceeded  with  his  troops,  re- 
joiced at  the  accomplishment  of  his  desire,  until  there 
remained  between  him  and  Irem  Zat  el-'Emad  one  day's 
journey  ;  when  God  sent  down  upon  him  and  upon  the 
obstinate  infidels  who  accompanied  him  a  loud  cry  from 
the  heaven  of  his  power,  and  it  destroyed  them  all  by 
the  vehemence  of  its  sound.  Neither  Sheddad  nor  any 
of  those  who  were  with  him  arrived  at  the  city  or  came 
in  sight  of  it,  and  God  obliterated  the  traces  of  the  road 
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that  led  to  it ,  but  the  city  remaineth  as  it  was  in  its 
place  until  the  hour  of  the  judgment. 

At  this  narrative  related  by  Kaab  el-Ahbar,  Mo'dwi- 
yeh  wondered,  and  he  said  to  him,  Can  any  one  of  man- 
kind arrive  at  that  city  ? — Yes,  answered  Kaab  el-Ahbdr  : 
a  man  of  the  companions  of  Mohammad  (upon  whom  be 
blessing  and  peace!),  in  appearance  like  this  man  who  is 
sitting  here,  without  any  doubt.  —  Esh-Shaabee  also 
saith,  It  is  related  on  the  authority  of  the  learned  men  of 
Hemyer,  in  El-Yemen,  that  when  Shedddd  and  those 
who  were  with  him  were  destroyed  by  the  loud  cry,  his 
son  Sheddad  the  Less  reigned  after  him ;  for  his  father 
Sheddad  the  Greater  had  left  him  as  successor  to  his 
kingdom,  in  the  land  of  Hadramot  and  Seba,  on  his  de- 
parture with  the  troops  who  accompanied  him  to  Irem 
Zat  el-'Emad.  And  as  soon  as  the  news  reached  him 
of  the  death  of  his  father  on  the  way  before  his  arrival 
at  the  city  of  Irem,  he  gave  orders  to  carry  his  father's 
body  from  those  desert  tracts  to  Hadramot,  and  to  ex- 
cavate a  sepulchre  for  him  in  a  cavern.  And  when  they 
had  done  this,  he  placed  his  body  in  it,  upon  a  couch  of 
gold,  and  covered  the  corpse  with  seventy  robes  inter- 
woven with  gold  and  adorned  with  precious  jewels  ;  and 
he  placed  at  his  head  a  tablet  of  gold,  whereon  were  in- 
scribed these  verses  : — - 

Be  admonished,  O  thou  who  art  deceived  by  a  pro- 
longed life ! 

I  am  Sheddad  the  son  of  'AM,  the  lord  of  the  strong 
fortress ; 

The  lord  of  power  and  might,  and  of  excessive  valour. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  earth  obeyed  me,  fearing  my 

severity  and  threats ; 
And  I  held  the  east  and  west  under  a  strong  dominion. 
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And  a  preacher*  of  the  true  religion  invited  us  to  the 
right  way : 

But  we  opposed  him,  and  said,  Is  there  no  refuge 
from  it? 

And  a  loud  cry  assaulted  us  from  a  tract  of  the  distant 
horizon ; 

Whereupon  we  fell  down  like  corn  in  the  midst  of  a  plain 
at  harvest ; 

And  now,  beneath  the  earth,  we  await  the  threatened 
day. 

—  Eth-Tha'alibee  also  saith,  It  happened  that  two  men 
entered  this  cavern,  and  found  at  its  upper  end  some 
steps ;  and  having  descended  these,  they  found  an  exca- 
vation, the  length  whereof  was  a  hundred  cubits,  and  its 
breadth  forty  cubits,  and  its  height  a  hundred  cubits. 
And  in  the  midst  of  this  excavation  was  a  couch  of  gold, 
upon  which  was  a  man  of  enormous  bulk,  occupying  its 
whole  length  and  breadth,  covered  with  ornaments  and 
with  robes  interwoven  with  gold  and  silver  ;  and  at  his 
head  was  a  tablet  of  gold,  whereon  was  an  inscription. 
And  they  took  that  tablet,  and  carried  away  from  the 
place  as  much  as  they  could  of  bars  of  gold  and  silver, 
and  other  things. 


ANECDOTE  OF  IS-HAK  EL-MOSILEE  AND  KHADEEJEH  AND 
EL-MA-MOON, 

I  went  forth  one  night,  says  Is-hak  El-M6silee,t  from 
the  presence  of  El-Ma-moon,  and,  turning  into  a  by- 
street, I  saw  something  hanging  from  one  of  the  houses 

*  The  Prophet  Hood. 

f  A  very  famous  musician,  and  the  favourite  boon-com- 
panion of  El-Ma-moon.  He  was  the  son  of  Ibraheem  El- 
Mdsilee. 
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there.  So  I  felt  it,  to  discover  what  it  was,  and  found 
that  it  was  a  large  basket,*  with  four  handles,  and 
covered  with  brocade ;  whereupon  I  said  within  myself, 
There  must  be  some  cause  for  this.  And  I  was  per- 
plexed at  my  case. 

Intoxication  induced  me  to  seat  myself  in  the  basket ; 
and  when  I  had  done  so,  lo,  the  people  of  the  house  drew 
it  up  with  me  in  it,  thinking  that  I  was  the  person  whom 
they  were  expecting.  And  when  they  had  raised  it  to 
the  top  of  the  wall,  behold,  four  damsels  were  there, 
and  they  said  to  me,  Descend,  and  may  ample  enjoyment 
attend  thee.  Then  a  damsel  walked  before  me  with  a 
candle  until  I  descended  into  a  mansion  in  which  were 
sitting-rooms  spread  [with  carpets  and  other  furniture], 
the  like  of  which  I  had  never  seen  excepting  in  the 
palace  of  the  Khaleefeh.  And  after  I  had  sat  a  while, 
suddenly  some  curtains  were  raised  on  one  side  of  the 
apartment,  and  lo,  maids  walked  in  with  candles  in  their 
hands,  and  with  perfuming-vessels  containing  aloes-wood  ; 
and  among  them  was  a  damsel  like  the  rising  full  moon. 
So  I  rose ;  and  she  said,  Thou  art  a  welcome  visitor. 
Then  having  desired  me  to  be  seated,  she  inquired  of 
me  my  history.  I  therefore  answered  her,  I  came  forth 
from  certain  of  my  brethren,  and,  turning  into  this  street, 
found  a  basket  cast  down  ;  whereupon  the  wine  induced 
me  to  seat  myself  in  it,  and  it  was  drawn  up,  with  me  in 
it,  to  this  house.  This,  said  I,  is  my  case. — And  she 
said,  No  harm  shall  befall  thee,  and  I  hope  thou  wilt  ap- 
prove of  the  result  of  thine  adventure.  And  what,  she 
added,  is  thine  occupation  ?    I  answered,  That  of  a 

*  This  kind  of  basket,  called  "  zembeel "  or  "  zimbeel," 
is  formed  of  palm-leaves. 
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merchant  in  the  market  of  Baghdad.  And  she  said, 
Canst  thou  repeat  any  verses  ? — Some  trifling  pieces,  I 
answered. — Then  mention  them  to  us,  said  she,  and  re- 
cite to  us  somewhat  of  them.  But  I  replied,  The  visitor 
is  bashful :  do  thou  begin. — Thou  hast  spoken  truly,  she 
said.  And  she  recited  some  elegant  verses,  of  the  poetry 
of  ancient  and  of  recent  composers,  some  of  their  most 
admirable  effusions ;  and  I  listened,  and  knew  not  whe- 
ther to  wonder  most  at  her  beauty  and  loveliness,  or  at 
the  charming  style  of  her  rehearsal.  After  this  she  said, 
Hath  thy  bashfulness  passed  away  ? — Yea,  by  Allah,  I 
answered.  And  she  said,  If  thou  wilt,  recite  to  us 
somewhat  of  that  which  thou  art  able  to  rehearse.    So  I 
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recited  to  her  an  abundance  of  pieces  by  a  number  of 
old  writers  ;  and  she  approved  them,  and  said,  By  Allah, 
I  did  not  imagine  that  there  existed  among  the  sons  of 
the  common  people  such  a  person  as  this. 

She  then  gave  orders  to  bring  the  food  ;  and  it  was 
brought,  and  she  began  to  take  and  to  put  before  me ; 
and  varieties  of  sweet-smelling  flowers  were  there,  with 
rare  fruit,  such  as  are  usually  found  nowhere  but  in  the 
abodes  of  Kings.  Afterwards  she  called  for  the  wine, 
and  she  drank  a  cup,  and  handed  one  to  me,  saying,  This 
is  the  time  for  conversation  and  relating  stories.  I  there- 
lore  began  to  converse  with  her,  and  to  say,  I  have  been 
told  that  such  and  such  things  happened,  and  there  was 
a  man  who  said  so  and  so, — until  I  had  related  to  her  a 
number  of  agreeable  stories ;  with  which  she  was  de- 
lighted ;  and  she  said,  I  wonder  how  it  is  that  one  of  the 
merchants  is  able  to  repeat  stories  like  these ;  for  they 
are  such  as  are  proper  for  Kings.  So  I  said,  I  had  a 
neighbour  who  used  to  converse  with  the  Kings,  and 
serve  as  their  boon-companion  ;  and  when  he  was  un- 
occupied, I  used  to  visit  his  house,  and  sometimes  he 
would  relate  what  thou  hast  heard.  And  she  replied,  By 
my  life,  thou  hast  retained  them  well.  We  continued 
our  conversation,  whenever  I  was  silent  she  beginning, 
until  we  had  passed  the  greater  part  of  the  night,  the 
fumes  of  the  aloes-wood  imparting  a  constant  odour  to 
the  air ;  and  I  was  in  such  a  state  that  if  El-Ma-moon 
could  have  imagined  it,  he  would  have  flown  with  desire 
to  enjoy  it.  She  then  said,  Verily  thou  art  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  and  polished  of  men  ;  for  thou  art  a  person 
of  surpassing  good  breeding  ;  and  there  is  but  one  thing 
wanting. — And  what,  said  I,  is  that  ?    She  answered, 
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Couldst  thou  sing  verses  to  the  sounds  of  the  lute  ? — So  I 
replied,  I  used  to  devote  myself  to  this  art  of  old  ;  but  not 
being  endowed  with  a  talent  for  it,  I  relinquished  it ; 
and  my  heart  is  inflamed  on  that  account.  I  should  be 
glad  to  sing  something  well  on  the  present  occasion,  that 
my  night's  enjoyment  might  be  complete. 

On  hearing  this,  she  said,  It  seemeth  thou  hast  pro- 
posed that  the  lute  should  be  brought.  I  replied,  It  is 
thine  to  decide :  thou  art  the  conferrer  of  favours,  and 
art  entitled  to  thanks  for  thy  kindness.  And  she  gave 
orders  to  bring  a  lute ;  and  when  it  was  brought,  she 
sang  with  a  voice  which  I  had  never  heard  equalled  in 
sweetness,  with  a  charming  manner,  and  admirable  skill 
in  striking  the  chords,  and  altogether  with  consummate 
excellence;  after  which  she  said,  Knowest  thou  by 
whom  this  air  was  composed,  and  whose  are  the  verses  ? 
I  answered,  No.  And  she  said,  The  verses  are  by  such- 
a-one,  and  the  air  is  Is-hak's.  I  said,  And  is  Is-h&k 
(may  I  be  thy  sacrifice  !)  endowed  with  such  talent  ? — 
Wonderful !  wonderful !  she  exclaimed  :  Is-hak  surpasseth 
all  in  this  art.  And  I  said,  Extolled  be  the  perfection 
of  Allah,  who  hath  given  to  this  man  what  He  hath  not 
given  to  any  beside  him ! — And  how  then  wouldst  thou 
be  charmed,  she  added,  if  thou  heardest  this  air  sung  by 
him ! — Thus  we  continued  to  pass  the  time  until  day- 
break, when  an  old  woman,  who  seemed  to  be  her  nurse, 
addressed  her  and  said,  The  time  hath  arrived.  So  she 
arose  at  her  words,  and  said,  Keep  thou  our  conduct 
secret ;  for  social  meetings  are  confidential. — May  I  be 
thy  sacrifice !  I  replied  :  I  required  no  charge  on  that 
subject.    I  then  bade  her  farewell,  and  she  sent  a  damsel 
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to  walk  before  me  to  the  door  of  the  house,  and  she  opened 
to  me,  and  I  went  forth  to  my  own  abode. 

Having  arrived  there,  I  performed  the  morning- 
prayers,  and  slept ;  and  the  messenger  of  El-Ma-moon 
came  to  me ;  so  I  repaired  to  him,  and  remained  with 
him  that  day.  And  when  the  hour  of  nightfall  came,  I 
reflected  upon  the  pleasure  that  I  had  enjoyed  during  the 
preceding  night,  and  it  was  such  as  none  but  the  fool 
could  be  withheld  from.  I  therefore  went  forth,  and, 
coming  to  the  basket,  seated  myself  in  it,  and  was  drawn 
up  to  the  place  in  which  I  was  the  night  before.  The 
damsel  said  to  me,  Thou  hast  been  assiduous.  But  I  re- 
plied, I  do  not  think  myself  to  have  been  otherwise  than 
neglectful.  We  then  chatted  together  as  in  the  preced- 
ing night,  each  of  us  supplying  subjects  of  conversation, 
and  reciting  poetry,  and  relating  strange  tales,  until 
dawn  ;  when  I  departed  to  my  abode,  and  performed  the 
morning-prayers,  and  slept. 

The  messenger  of  El-Ma-moon  then  came  to  me,  and 
I  repaired  to  him  ;  and  after  I  had  passed  the  day  with 
him,  and  the  hour  of  nightfall  arrived,  the  Prince  of  the 
Faithful  said  to  me,  I  conjure  thee  to  sit  here  until  I 
have  gone  and  accomplished  an  object  that  I  have  in 
view  and  come  back.  But  when  the  Khaleefeh  had 
gone  away  from  me,  disquieting  thoughts  arose  in  my 
mind,  and,  reflecting  upon  my  late  enjoyment,  what  I 
might  experience  from  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful  seemed 
of  little  moment  to  me.  So  I  sprang  up  and  retired, 
and  went  forth  running  until  I  came  to  the  basket; 
whereupon  I  seated  myself  in  it,  and  it  was  drawn  up 
with  me  to  the  place  of  my  former  visits;  and  the 
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damsel  said,  Probably  thou  art  our  friend? — Yea,  by- 
Allah,  I  answered. — And  she  said,  Hast  thou  made  our 
house  thine  abode  ?  I  answered,  May  I  be  thy  sacri- 
fice !  The  right  of  a  stranger  to  hospitality  is  for  three 
days ;  and  if  I  return  after  that  period,  ye  shall  be  free 
to  shed  my  blood. — We  then  sat  amusing  ourselves  as  on 
the  former  occasions ;  and  when  the  time  of  departure 
drew  near,  knowing  that  El-Ma-moon  would  certainly 
question  me,  and  would  not  be  content  with  anything 
but  an  explanation  of  the  affair,  I  said  to  her,  I  see  thee 
to  be  one  of  those  who  take  pleasure  in  singing,  and  I 
have  a  cousin  who  is  more  comely  than  myself  in  coun- 
tenance, and  of  higher  rank,  and  more  accomplished 
manners,  and  he  is  most  nearly  acquainted  of  all  the 
creatures  of  God  (whose  name  be  exalted  !)  with  Is-hak. 
Upon  this  she  said,  Art  thou  a  spunger  and  dost  thou 
urge  an  impertinent  request  ?  I  answered  her,  Thou 
art  the  arbitratress  of  the  matter.  And  she  replied,  If 
thy  cousin  be  as  thou  hast  described  him,  we  shall  have 
no  dislike  to  be  acquainted  with  him. — Then  the  time 
came,  and  I  arose  and  went  homewards. 

But  before  I  arrived  at  my  house,  the  messengers  of 
El-Ma-moon  rushed  upon  me,  and  violently  bore  me 
away  to  him.  I  found  him  sitting  upon  a  throne,  and 
incensed  against  me  ;  and  he  said,  O  Is-hak,  hast  thou 
swerved  from  allegiance  ?  I  answered,  No,  by  Allah,  O 
Prince  of  the  Faithful. — What  then  is  thy  story  ?  said 
he  :  relate  the  affair  to  me  with  truth.  So  I  replied, 
Well ;  but  in  privacy.  He  therefore  made  a  sign  to 
those  who  were  before  him  ;  whereupon  they  retired ; 
and  I  told  him  the  story,  and  said  to  him,  I  promised 
her  that  thou  wouldst  pay  her  a  visit.    And  he  said, 
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Thou  hast  done  well.  We  then  occupied  ourselves 
with  our  usual  pleasures  that  day  ;  but  the  heart  of 
El-Ma-moon  was  intent  upon  the  damsel ;  and  scarcely 
had  the  appointed  time  arrived  when  we  departed.  I 
charged  him,  saying,  Refrain  from  calling  me  by  my 
name  before  her  ;  and  be  as  though  thou  wert  my  atten- 
dant in  her  presence.    And  we  agreed  on  this  subject. 

We  proceeded  until  we  came  to  the  place  where  the 
basket  had  been  hung,  and  we  found  two  baskets :  so  we 
seated  ourselves  in  them,  and  they  were  drawn  up  with 
us  to  the  same  place.  The  damsel  then  advanced  and 
saluted  us ;  and  when  El-Ma-moon  beheld  her,  he  was 
astonished  at  her  beauty  and  loveliness.  She  began  to 
relate  stories  to  him,  and  recite  verses,  and  afterwards 
caused  the  wine  to  be  brought,  and  we  drank  ;  she 
making  him  the  object  of  her  particular  favour,  and  re- 
joicing in  his  society,  and  he  showing  the  same  favour 
to  her,  and  alike  delighted  with  her.  And  she  took  the 
lute,  and  sang  these  verses : — 

The  beloved  visited  me  towards  the  close  of  night.  I 
stood,  to  show  him  honour,  until  he  sat  down. 

I  said,  O  my  intimate,  and  all  my  desire,  hast  thou  come 
this  night  and  not  feared  the  watch  ? 

He  answered,  The  love-smitten  feared ;  but  his  desire  had 
forcibly  deprived  him  of  his  reason. 

She  then  said  to  me,  And  is  thy  cousin  of  the  merchants  ? 
And  she  pointed  towards  El-Ma-moon.  I  answered, 
Yes.  And  she  said,  Verily  ye  nearly  resemble  each 
other.    I  replied,  Yes. 

And  when  El-Ma-naoon  had  drunk  three  pints,  being 
moved  with  joy  and  merriment,  he  called  out  and  said, 
O  Is-hak !  I  replied,  At  thy  service,  O  Prince  of  the 
Faithful.  —  Sing,  said  he,  this  air.     And  when  the 
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damsel  discovered  that  he  was  the  Khaleefeh,  she  retired 
into  another  apartment.  So  after  I  had  finished  my  song, 
El-Ma-moon  said  to  me,  See  who  is  the  master  of  this 
house.  Whereupon  an  old  woman  quickly  answered 
and  said,  It  belongeth  to  El-Hasan  the  son  of  Sahl. 
And  he  said,  Bring  him  hither  unto  me.  The  old 
woman,  therefore,  was  absent  for  a  short  time,  and  lo, 
El-Hasan  came  in.  El-Ma-moon  said  to  him,  Hast 
thou  a  daughter  ?  He  answered,  Yes :  her  name  is 
Khadeejeh. — Is  she  married  ?  said  the  Khaleefeh.  El- 
Hasan  answered,  No,  by  Allah.  Then,  said  El-Ma- 
moon,  I  demand  her  of  thee  as  my  wife.  El-Hassan 
replied,  She  is  thy  handmaiden  and  at  thy  disposal,  O 
Prince  of  the  Faithful.  And  the  Khaleefeh  said,  I 
marry  her  on  the  condition  of  paying  in  ready  money, 
as  her  dowry,  thirty  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  which 
shall  be  brought  to  thee  this  next  morning  :  so,  after 
thou  shalt  have  received  the  money,  do  thou  convey  her 
to  us  in  the  following  night.  He  replied,  I  hear  and 
obey.  We  then  went  forth  ;  and  he  said,  O  Is-hak,  tell 
not  this  story  to  any  one.  I  therefore  kept  it  a  secret 
until  El-Ma-moon  died. 

Never  have  such  pleasures  altogether  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  any  one,  as  those  which  I  enjoyed  during  these  four 
days,  keeping  company  with  El-Ma-moon  by  day,  and 
with  Khadeejeh  by  night.  By  Allah,  I  have  seen  no 
one  among  men  like  El-Ma-moon,  and  I  have  not  be- 
held among  women  the  like  of  Khadeejeh,  nor  any  who 
approached  her  in  intelligence  and  sense  and  elocution. 
— And  God  is  all-knowing. 

[Some  Arab  authors  have,  not  without  reason,  pro- 
nounced this  anecdote  an  invention  of  Is-hak.    It  is  well 
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known,  that  El -Ma-moon  married  the  daughter  of  his 
Wezeer  El-Hasan  the  son  of  Sahl ;  but  that  he  became 
acquainted  with  her  in  the  manner  above  described  is 
highly  improbable.  The  marriage  took  place  at  Fem 
es-Silh,  on  the  bank  of  the  Tigris,  near  Wasit,  and  was 
celebrated  with  a  magnificence  scarcely  credible.  El- 
Hasan,  the  father  of  the  bride,  scattered,  among  the 
officers  and  other  chief  persons  who  were  present,  balls 
of  musk  of  the  size  of  hazel-nuts,  containing  papers  in- 
scribed with  the  names  of  lands  and  of  female  slaves, 
and  the  descriptions  of  beasts,  &c. ;  and  into  whose  hand 
soever  a  ball  fell,  the  property  of  which  the  name  or 
description  was  written  upon  the  enclosed  paper  was  de- 
livered to  him,  whether  it  were  a  piece  of  land,  or  other 
possession,  or  a  horse,  or  a  female  slave,  or  a  memlook. 
After  that,  he  scattered  among  the  rest  of  the  people 
pieces  of  gold  and  silver,  and  bags  of  musk,  and  balls* 
of  ambergris.  He  extended  the  entertainment  of  El- 
Ma-moon  and  his  companions  to  all  his  troops  and 
other  attendants,  the  number  of  whom  was  incalculable, 
even  to  the  camel  drivers,  and  the  hired  conductors  of 
beasts,  and  the  boatmen,  so  that  none  had  occasion  to 
purchase  anything  for  himself  or  for  his  beast.  It  is 
said  that  El-Ma-moon  remained  with  El-Hasan  nineteen 
days,  the  latter  providing  the  Khaleefeh  and  all  who 
were  with  him,  each  day,  with  everything  that  they  re- 
quired ;  and  that  the  sum  which  he  expended  upon  them 
was  fifty  millions  of  pieces  of  silver.f  El-Ma-moon,  on 
his  departure,  gave  orders  to  present  him  with  ten  mil- 

*  Literally,  "  eggs." 

f  Equivalent  to  about  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  pounds 
sterling. 
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lions  of  pieces  of  silver,  and  allotted  him  Es-Silh  as  a 
possession  ;  whereupon  El-Hasan  sat  and  distributed 
the  money  among  his  grandees  and  companions  and  re- 
tinue. El-Ma-moon  likewise  gave  up  to  him  the  re- 
venue of  Faris  and  the  cities  of  El-Ahwaz  for  the  period 
of  a  year.  It  is  related  also,  that  when  El-Ma-moon 
first  entered  the  apartment  of  the  bride,  and  seated  him- 
self with  her,  her  grandmother  scattered  over  them  both 
a  thousand  large  pearls  from  a  tray  of  gold  ;  and  that  a 
candle  of  ambergris,*  weighing  forty  menns,f  in  a  lan- 
tern of  gold,  was  lighted  that  night;  but  that  El-Ma- 
moon  disapproved  of  it,  and  pronounced  it  an  act  of 
prodigality.] 


ANECDOTE  OF  A  DISINTERESTED  LOVER. 

It  is  related  that  Khalid  the  son  of  'Abd  Allah  El- 
KusheyreeJ  was  Governor  of  El-Basrah  ;  and  there  came 
to  him  a  number  of  men  grasping  a  young  man  of  sur- 
passing comeliness  and  evident  good  breeding  and  abun- 
dant intellect,  of  handsome  figure,  of  sweet  odour,  and  of 
a  grave  and  dignified  appearance  ;  and  they  brought  him 
forward  unto  Khalid.  So  Khalid  inquired  of  them  his 
story,  and  they  said,  This  is  a  thief,  whom  we  caught 
yesterday  in  our  abode.  And  when  Khalid  looked  at  him, 

*  Probably  of  wax,  with  an  admixture  of  ambergris. 

f  The  "  menn"  is  generally  said  to  be  two  pounds. 

X  "  El-Kusheyree"  is  probably  put  by  a  mistake  of  a 
copyist  for  "  El-Kasree."  Khalid  the  son  of  'Abd  Allah 
El-Kasree  was  a  famous  Governor  of  El-'Erak  (in  which 
El-Basrah  is  situated)  for  a  period  of  nearly  fifteen  years,  in 
the  reign  of  the  Khaleefeh  Hisham  the  son  of  'Abd  El-Melik, 
as  related  by  Ibn  Khallikan. 
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the  beauty  of  his  appearance,  and  his  cleanliness,  excited 
his  admiration,  and  he  said,  Loose  him.  Then,  approach- 
ing him,  he  asked  him  his  story  ;  and  the  young  man 
answered,  The  people  have  spoken  truth,  and  the  case  is 
as  they  have  related.— And  what,  said  Khalid,  induced 
thee  to  do  this,  when  thou  hast  so  comely  an  appearance 
and  so  handsome  a  form  ?    He  answered,  Covetousness 
of  worldly  goods,  and  the  decree  of  God,  whose  perfec- 
tion be  extolled,  and  whose  name  be  exalted !    And  upon 
this,  Khalid  said,  May  thy  mother  be  bereft  of  thee ! 
Hadst  thou  not  in  the  comeliness  of  thy  face,  and  the 
soundness  of  thy  sense,  and  in  thy  good  breeding,  what 
would  suffice  to  restrain  thee  from  thieving  ?— Abstain 
from  this  language,  O  Emeer,  replied  the  young  man, 
and  proceed  to  do  what  God  (whose  name  be  exalted !) 
hath  ordained  ;  for  such  is  the  recompense  of  that  which 
my  hands  have  done,  and  God  is  not  tyrannical  towards 
his  servants.    And  Khalid  remained  a  while  silent,  re- 
flecting upon  the  affair  of  the  young  man  ;  after  which 
he  desired  him  to  draw  near,  and  said  to  him,  Thy  con- 
fession before  the  witnesses  hath  perplexed  me  so  that  I 
know  not  what  to  do ;  and  I  do  not  think  thee  to  be  a 
thief.    Probably  thou  hast  some  story  to  tell  that  is 
not  one  of  theft.    Acquaint  me  then  with  it. — But  the 
young  man  replied,  O  Emeer,  let  nothing  be  imagined 
by  thee,  excepting  that  which  I  have  confessed  to  thee ; 
for  I  have  no  story  to  relate  but  this,  that  I  entered  the 
house  of  these  people,  and  stole  what  I  could,  and  they 
caught  me,  and  took  the  property  from  me,  and  conveyed 
me  unto  thee.  Upon  this,  therefore,  Khalid  gave  orders 
to  imprison  him,  and  commanded  a  crier  to  proclaim 
throughout  El-Basrah,  Ho !  whosoever  desireth  to  wit- 
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ness  the  punishment  of  such-a-one,  and  the  cutting  off  ot 
his  hand,  let  him  come  in  the  morning  to  such  a  place ! 

And  when  the  young  man  had  been  a  while  in  the 
prison,  and  they  had  put  the  irons  upon  his  feet,  he 
sighed  heavily,  shed  copious  tears,  and  recited  these 
verses : — 

Khalid  hath  threatened  me  with  the  cutting  off  of  my 
hand  if  I  reveal  not  to  him  her  story  ; 

But  I  said,  Far  be  it  from  me  that  I  should  reveal  the 
love  for  her  which  my  heart  entertaineth  ! 

The  cutting  off  of  my  hand  for  that  which  I  have  con- 
fessed is  easier  to  my  heart  than  disgracing  her. 

And  the  persons  who  were  commissioned  to  guard  him, 
hearing  this,  came  to  Khalid,  and  acquainted  him  with 
that  which  he  had  said.  So  when  the  night  grew  dark, 
he  gave  orders  to  bring  him  into  his  presence ;  and  on 
his  coming  before  him,  he  urged  him  to  speak,  and  found 
him  to  be  sensible,  well-bred,  intelligent,  polite,  and  dis- 
creet. He  gave  orders  to  bring  him  food  :  and  he  ate, 
and  conversed  a  while  with  him ;  after  which,  Khalid 
said  to  him,  I  know  that  thou  hast  a  story  to  tell  that  is 
not  one  of  theft :  so  when  the  morning  cometh,  and  the 
people  are  present,  with  the  K&dee,*  and  he  asketh  thee 
respecting  the  theft,  deny  it,  and  assert  that  which  may 
avert  from  thee  the  punishment  of  amputation  ;  for  the 
Apostle  of  God  (may  God  favour  and  preserve  him !) 
hath  said,  In  cases  of  doubt,  avert  the  punishments  fixed 
by  the  law. — He  then  gave  orders  to  take  him  back  to 
the  prison,  where  he  remained  that  night. 

And  in  the  morning  the  people  came  to  witness  the 
amputation  of  the  young  man's  hand,  and  there  was  not 

*  Judge,  or  minister  of  justice. 
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any  one  in  El-Basrah,  man  or  woman,  who  did  not  come 
to  behold  the  punishment  of  that  young  man.  Khalid 
mounted,  attended  by  the  chief  persons  of  El-Basrah, 
and  others,  and,  having  summoned  the  Kadees,  gave 
orders  to  bring  the  young  man,  who  approached,  jumping 
in  the  chains  ;  and  not  one  of  the  people  beheld  him 
without  weeping  for  him,  and  the  voices  of  the  women 
rose  in  shrieks.  So  the  [chief]  Kddee  commanded  to 
silence  the  women,  and  then  said  to  the  young  man, 
These  people  assert  that  thou  enteredst  their  house,  and 
stolest  their  property.  Probably  thou  stolest  less  than 
the  nisdb.*  Nay,  he  replied,  I  stole  a  complete  nisab. 
—Probably,  rejoined  the  Katlee,  thou  art  a  partner  of 
the  people  in  some  of  the  property.  But  the  young  man 
replied,  Nay  :  the  whole  of  it  was  theirs  :  I  had  no  right 
in  it.  And  upon  this,  Khalid  was  enraged,  and  came 
to  him  and  struck  him  upon  his  face  with  the  whip,  re- 
peating this  verse  as  applicable  to  his  own  case  : — 

Man  desireth  that  his  wish  may  be  granted  unto  him$ 
but  God  refuseth  all  save  what  Himself  desireth. 

He  then  called  for  the  butcher,  who  came,  and  drew 
forth  the  knife,  and,  stretching  forth  the  young  man's 
hand,  put  the  knife  upon  it. 

But  a  damsel  hastened  forward  from  the  midst  of  the 
women,  clad  in  tattered  and  dirty  garments,!  and  cried 
out,  and  threw  herself  upon  the  young  man  ;  after  which 
she  displayed  a  face  like  the  moon  ;  whereupon  a  great 
clamour  arose  among  the  people,  and  a  fiery  excitement 

*  This  term  here  means,  property  amounting  in  value  to 
a  quarter  of  a  deenar. 

t  It  is  probably  meant  that  she  had  clad  herself  in  this 
manner  to  testify  her  grief. 
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of  the  passions  of  the  spectators  well  nigh  ensued  in  con- 
sequence of  this  spectacle.  Then  the  damsel  cried  out 
with  her  loudest  voice,  I  conjure  thee  by  Allah,  O 
Emeer,  that  thou  hasten  not  the  amputation  until  thou 
shalt  have  read  this  note.  And  she  gave  him  a  note, 
which  Khalid  opened  and  read,  and  lo,  in  it  were  written 
these  verses : — 

0  Khalid,  this  person  is  a  distracted  slave  of  love,  wounded 
by  a  glance  shot  from  the  bows  of  my  eye-lashes. 

An  arrow  from  my  eye  hath  prostrated  him  ;  for  he  is 
wedded  to  the  ardour  of  love,  and  recovereth  not  from 
his  malady. 

He  hath  avowed  a  deed  that  he  hath  not  committed,  think- 
ing this  better  than  the  disgrace  of  his  enamoured. 

Have  patience  then  with  the  afflicted  lover;  for  he  is  one 
of  the  noble  of  mankind,  not  a  thief. 

When  Khalid,  therefore,  read  the  verses,  he  with- 
drew, and  separated  himself  from  the  people,  and,  having 
summoned  the  woman,  inquired  of  her  respecting  the 
case.  So  she  informed  him  that  this  young  man  was 
enamoured  of  her,  and  that  she  was  enamoured  of  him  • 
and  that  he  had  repaired  to  the  house  of  her  family  with 
the  desire  of  visiting  her,  and  thrown  a  stone  into  the 
house  to  acquaint  her  with  his  arrival ;  but  that  her  fa- 
ther  and  her  brothers  heard  the  sound  of  the  stone,  and 
came  up  to  him ;  and  when  he  perceived  them,  he'  col- 
lected all  the  linen  of  the  house,  making  it  appear  to  them 
that  he  was  a  thief,  in  order  to  protect  the  honour  of  his 
beloved.  Therefore  when  they  saw  him  thus  engaged, 
they  took  him,  and  said,  This  is  a  thief,— and  brought 
him  to  thee ;  whereupon  he  confessed  that  he  had  com- 
mitted theft,  and  persisted  in  doing  so,  that  he  might  not 
disgrace  me.    These  things  he  did,  making  himself  a 
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thief,  from  the  excess  of  his  kindness,  and  the  generosity 
of  his  mind.— And  Khdlid  replied,  Verily  he  is  worthy 
of  the  accomplishment  of  his  desire.  Then  having  called 
the  young  man  to  him,  he  kissed  him  between  the  eyes  ; 
and  he  gave  orders  to  bring  before  him  the  damsel's  fa- 
ther, and  said  to  him,  O  sheykh,  we  had  determined 
upon  the  execution  of  the  sentence  upon  this  young  man 
by  the  amputation  of  his  hand ;  but  God  (to  whom  be 
ascribed  might  and  glory  !)  hath  preserved  me  from  that 
act ;  and  I  have  ordered  that  ten  thousand  pieces  of  silver 
be  given  to  him,  for.  his  generous  exposure  of  his  hand  in 
order  to  preserve  thy  honour  and  the  honour  of  thy 
daughter,  and  to  protect  you  both  from  reproach.  I 
have  ordered  also  that  ten  thousand  pieces  of  silver  shall 
be  given  to  thy  daughter,  in  consideration  of  her  having 
informed  me  of  the  truth  of  the  affair ;  and  I  beg  that 

thou  give  me  permission   to  marry  her  to  him.  O 

Emeer,  replied  the  sheykh,  I  give  thee  permission  to  do 
so.  And  KhaTid  praised  God,  and  thanked  Him,  and 
recited  an  eloquent  khutbeh  ;*  after  which  he  said  to 
the  young  man,  I  marry  to  thee  this  damsel,  such-a-one, 
who  is  here  present,  with  her  permission  and  consent, 
and  with  the  permission  of  her  father,  for  a  dowry  con- 
sisting of  this  money,  the  amount  of  which  is  ten  thou- 
sand pieces  of  silver.  And  the  young  man  replied,  I 
accept  from  thee  this  offer  of  marriage.  Then  Khdlid 
gave  orders  to  carry  the  money  to  the  house  of  the 
young  man,  borne  in  procession,  upon  trays:  and  the 
people  dispersed,  full  of  happiness.  — I  have  not  wit. 
nessed  (says  the  narrator)  a  day  more  strange  than  that 

*  An  exhortation  and  prayer. 
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day,  beginning  with  weeping  and  misfortunes,  and  end- 
ing with  joy  and  happiness. 


ANECDOTE  OF  JAAFAR  EL-BARMEKEE. 

A  Bedawee  of  a  distant  desert  used,  every  year,  to 
bring  an  ode  to  Jaafar  El-Barmekee,  who  used  to  give 
him  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold  as  a  largess  for  his  ode  ; 
and  the  Bedawee  took  the  money  and  departed,  and  re- 
mained expending  from  it  upon  his  family  until  the  close 
of  the  year.  Now  this  Bedawee  brought  him  the  ode 
according  to  his  custom,  and,  when  he  came,  found 
Jaafar  hanged  ;  and  he  came  to  the  place  where  he  was 
hanged,  and  there,  having  made  his  camel  lie  down, 
wept  violently,  mourned  greatly,  and  recited  his  ode, 
and  slept.  And  in  his  sleep  he  saw  Jaafar  El-Barmekee, 
who  said  to  him,  Thou  hast  wearied  thyself,  and  come 
to  us,  and  found  us  in  the  state  thou  seest :  but  repair  to 
El-Basrah,  and  inquire  for  a  man  whose  name  is  so- 
and-so,  one  of  the  merchants  of  El-Basrah,  and  say  to 
him,  Jaafar  El-Barmekee  saluteth  thee,  and  saith  to  thee, 
Give  me  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  by  the  token  of  the 
bean. 

When  the  Bedawee,  therefore,  awoke  from  his  sleep, 
he  repaired  to  El-Basrah,  and  inquired  for  that  merchant  ; 
and,  having  met  with  him,  he  acquainted  him  with  the 
words  that  Jaafar  had  said  in  the  dream  ;  whereupon  the 
merchant  wept  violently,  so  that  his  soul  almost  quitted 
the  world.  He  then  treated  the  Bedawee  with  honour, 
seating  him  by  him,  and  making  his  stay  pleasant ;  and 
the  Bedawee  remained  with  him  three  days,  honourably 
entertained.    And  when  he  desired  to  depart,  the  mer- 
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chant  gave  to  him  a  thousand  and  five  hundred  pieces  of 
gold,  saying  to  him,  The  thousand  are  what  I  am  com- 
manded to  give  thee,  and  the  five  hundred  are  a  present 
to  thee  from  myself,  and  thou  shalt  receive  every  year  a 
thousand  pieces  of  gold. 

And  at  his  departure,  the  Bedawee  said  to  the  mer- 
chant, I  conjure  thee  by  Allah  to  acquaint  me  with  the 
affair  of  the  bean,  that  I  may  know  its  foundation.  So 
the  merchant  replied,  I  was,  at  the  commencement  of 
my  career,  in  a  state  of  poverty,  going  about  with  hot 
beans  through  the  streets  of  Baghdad,  and  selling  them 
as  a  means  of  subsistence.  And  I  went  forth  on  a  cold 
and  rainy  day,  without  sufficient  clothing  on  my  body  to 
preserve  me  from  the  bleakness  of  the  air,  now  shivering 
from  the  severity  of  the  cold,  and  now  falling  in  the 
water  of  the  rain,  in  so  horrible  a  state  that  the  skin 
quaketh  at  thinking  upon  it.  Now  Jaafar  was  sitting 
that  day  in  a  pavilion  overlooking  the  street,  and  with 
him  were  his  chief  attendants  and  concubines ;  and  his 
eye  fell  upon  me ;  whereupon  he  was  moved  with  pity 
for  my  condition,  and  sent  to  me  one  of  his  servants, 
who  took  me  and  led  me  in  to  him ;  and  when  he  saw 
me,  he  said  to  me,  Sell  the  beans  that  thou  hast  with 
thee  to  my  attendants.  So  I  began  to  mete  them  with 
a  measure  that  I  had  with  me,  and  every  one  who  took 
a  measure  of  beans  filled  the  measure  with  gold,  until 
all  that  I  had  with  me  was  exhausted,  and  there  re- 
mained nothing  in  the  basket  [except  one  bean].  Then 
I  collected  together  the  gold  that  had  accrued  to  me  ; 
and  Jaafar  said  to  me,  Doth  aught  of  the  beans  remain 
with  thee?  I  answered,  I  know  not.  And  searching 
in  the  basket,  I  found  in  it  nothing  but  one  bean ;  where- 
upon Jaafar  took  it  from  me,  and  split  it  in  twain ;  and 
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he  took  one  half  of  it,  and  gave  the  other  half  to  one  of 
his  concubines,  saying,  For  what  sum  wilt  thou  buy  the 
half  of  this  bean?  She  answered,  For  twice  the  quan- 
tity of  this  gold.  So  I  was  confounded  at  my  case, 
and  said  within  myself,  This  is  impossible.  But  while  I 
was  wondering,  lo,  the  concubine  gave  orders  to  one  of 
her  female  slaves,  who  brought  a  quantity  of  gold  twice 
as  much  as  that  which  was  already  collected.  Then 
Jaafar  said,  And  I  will  buy  the  half  that  I  have  taken 
for  twice  the  quantity  of  the  whole.  And  he  said  to 
me,  Receive  the  price  of  thy  bean.  And  he  gave  orders 
to  one  of  his  servants,  who  collected  together  the  whole 
of  the  money  and  put  it  into  my  basket ;  and  I  took  it 
and  departed.  After  that,  I  came  to  El-Basrah,  and 
trafficked  with  the  money  in  my  possession,  and  God 
gave  me  ample  wealth.  To  God  therefore  be  praise  and 
thanks  !  So  if  I  give  thee  every  year  a  thousand  pieces 
of  gold,  derived  from  the  munificence  of  Jaafar,  it  in- 
jureth  me  not  at  all. — Observe,  then,  the  generous  dis- 
position of  Jaafar,  and  the  praise  bestowed  upon  him 
living  and  dead.  The  mercy  of  God  (whose  name  be 
exalted  !)  be  on  him  ! 


ANECDOTE  OF  YAHYA  THE  SON  OF  KHAL1D  EL- 
BARMEKEE. 

It  is  related  that  Haroon  Er-Rasheed  called  for  one  of 
his  guards,  named  Saleh,  before  the  period  at  which  he 
became  changed  against  the  Barmekees,  and  when  the 
man  came  before  him  he  said  to  him,  O  Saleh,  go  to 
Mansoor,  and  say  to  him,  Thou  owest  us  a  million  pieces 
of  silver,  and  we  require  that  thou  bring  to  us  this  sum 
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immediately.  I  command  thee  also,  O  Saleh,  that  if 
this  sum  be  not  paid  to  thee  forthwith,  before  sunset, 
thou  sever  his  head  from  his  body,  and  bring  it  to  me. — 
So  Saleh  replied,  I  hear  and  obey.  He  repaired  to 
Mansoor,  and  informed  him  of  that  which  the  Prince  of 
the  Faithful  had  said ;  whereupon  Mansoor  exclaimed, 
I  perish,  by  Allah  ;  for  the  price  of  all  my  property 
and  all  that  my  hand  possesseth,  if  sold  for  its  highest 
value,  would  not  exceed  a  hundred  thousand :  how 
then,  O  Sdleh,  can  I  procure  the  remaining  nine  hundred 
thousand  pieces  of  silver  ?  Saleh  therefore  said  to  him, 
Contrive  for  thyself  some  stratagem  by  which  thou 
mayest  save  thyself  quickly,  or  thou  perishest;  for  I 
cannot  grant  thee  a  moment's  delay  after  the  period 
which  the  Khaleefeh  hath  prescribed  me,  nor  can  I  fail 
in  aught  of  that  which  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful  hath 
commanded  me  to  do.  Hasten  then  to  employ  a  strata- 
gem by  which  to  save  thy  life  before  the  period  shall 
have  expired. — Mansoor  replied,  O  Saleh,  I  beg  thee  of 
thy  kindness  to  take  me  to  my  house,  that  I  may  bid 
farewell  to  my  children  and  my  family,  and  give  my 
directions  to  my  relations.  Accordingly,  says  Saleh,  I 
went  with  him  to  his  house,  and  he  began  to  take  leave 
of  his  family  ;  and  a  clamour  arose  in  his  abode,  with 
weeping  and  crying,  and  supplication  for  the  aid  of  God, 
whose  name  be  exalted! 

Then  Saleh  said  to  him,  It  hath  occurred  to  my  mind 
that  God  may  effect  thy  relief  by  means  of  the  Barme- 
kees  :  so  repair  with  us  to  the  house  of  Yahya  the  son 
of  Khalid.  And  when  they  went  to  Yahya  the  son  of 
Kh&lid,  he  acquainted  him  with  his  case;  whereat 
Yahya  grieved,  and  hung  down  his  head  for  a  while 
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towards  the  ground ;  after  which,  he  raised  his  head, 
and,  having  called  his  treasurer,  said  to  him,  How  much 
money  is  in  our  treasury  ?  He  answered,  The  sum  of 
five  thousand  pieces  of  silver.  And  Yahya  ordered  him 
to  bring  it.  He  then  sent  a  messenger  to  his  son 
El-Fadl,  with  a  note,  the  purport  of  which  was,  There 
have  been  offered  to  me  for  sale  some  estates  of  great 
value,  that  will  never  be  laid  waste  :*  so  send  to  us  some 
money.  And  he  sent  to  him  a  million  pieces  of  silver. 
Then  he  sent  another  man  to  his  son  Jaafar,  with  a  note, 
of  which  the  purport  was  this  :  We  have  an  important 
affair  to  transact,  and  want  for  that  purpose  some  money. 
And  Jaafar  sent  to  him  immediately  a  million  pieces  of 
silver.  And  Yahya  continued  to  send  messengers  to  the 
Barmekees  until  he  had  collected  from  them  for  Mansoor 
a  great  sum  of  money.  Saleh  and  Mansoor,  meanwhile, 
knew  not  of  this  proceeding ;  and  Mansoor  said  to 
Yahya,  O  my  lord,  I  have  laid  hold  upon  thy  skirt,  and 
I  know  not  how  to  procure  this  money  but  from  thee, 
agreeably  with  thy  usual  generosity  ;  complete  for  me 
then  the  remainder  of  my  debt,  and  make  me  thine 
emancipated  slave.  And  Yahya  hung  down  his  head 
and  wept,  and  said,  O  page,  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful 
presented  to  our  slave-girl  Denaneer  f  a  jewel  of  great 
value.  Repair  then  to  her,  and  tell  her  to  send  to  us  this 
jewel. — So  the  page  went,  and  brought  it  to  him  ;  and 
he  said,  O  Mansoor,  I  purchased  this  jewel  for  the 
Prince  of  the  Faithful  from  the  merchants  for  two  hun- 

*  By  this,  an  allusion  is  meant  to  the  thanks  and  praise 
which  he  would  receive,  and  which  would  never  cease, 
f  Plural  of  "  deenar,"  "  a  piece  of  gold." 
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dred  thousand  pieces  of  gold,*  and  the  Prince  of  the 
Faithful  presented  it  to  our  slave-girl  Denaneer,  the 
lute-player  ;  and  when  he  seeth  it  with  thee,  he  will 
know  it,  and  will  treat  thee  with  honour,  and  spare  thy 
life  on  our  account,  in  honour  of  us  ;  and  thy  money, 
O  Mansoor,  is  now  complete. 

So  I  carried  the  money  and  the  jewel,  says  Saleh,  to 
Er-Rasheed,  taking  Mansoor  with  me;  but  while  we 
were  on  the  way,  I  heard  him  repeat  this  verse,  applying 
it  to  his  own  case  : — 

It  was  not  from  love  that  my  feet  went  towards  them ; 
but  because  I  feared  to  be  smitten  by  the  arrows. 

And  I  wondered  at  the  wickedness  of  his  disposition, 
and  his  worthlessness  and  depravity,  and  the  baseness  of 
his  origin  and  birth;  and  I  retorted  and  said  to  him, 
There  is  not  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  any  one  better 
than  the  Barmekees,  nor  is  there  any  more  base  or  more 
evil  than  thyself ;  for  they  bought  thee  off  from  death, 
and  saved  thee  from  destruction,  bestowing  upon  thee 
the  means  of  thy  deliverance,  and  thou  hast  not  thanked 
them  nor  praised  them,  nor  behaved  in  the  manner  of 
the  ingenuous  ;  but  hast  requited  their  kindness  with 
these  words. — I  then  went  to  Er-Rasheed,  and  related 
to  him  the  story,  acquainting  him  with  all  that  had  hap- 
pened ;  and  Er-Rasheed  wondered  at  the  generosity  of 
Yahya,  and  his  munificence  and  kind  disposition,  and  at 
the  vileness  of  Mansoor,  and  ordered  that  the  jewel 
should  be  restored  to  Yahya  the  son  of  Khalid,  saying, 
Every  thing  we  give  unto  him  :  it  is  not  fit  that  we  re- 
voke it.    And  Saleh  returned  to  Yahya  the  son  of 

*  Equivalent,  at  least,  to  four  times  the  amount  of  Man- 
soor's  debt. 
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Khalid,  and  related  to  him  the  story  of  Mansoor,  ac- 
quainting him  with  his  evil  conduct.  But  Yahya  replied, 
O  Sileh,  when  a  man  is  in  want,  with  a  contracted  heart 
and  with  a  troubled  mind,  for  whatsoever  proceedeth 
from  him  he  is  not  to  be  reproached ;  for  it  doth  not 
come  from  his  heart.  And  he  sought  excuses  for  Man- 
soor. And  upon  this,  Saleh  wept,  and  said,  The  revo- 
lutions of  time  will  never  bring  about  the  existence  of  a 
person  like  thee.  Alas,  then,  how  can  it  be  that  one 
endowed  with  a  nature  like  thine  and  generosity  like 
thine  shall  be  buried  in  earth !— And  he  recited  these 
verses : — 

Hasten  to  accomplish  any  kind  intention;  for  it  is  not 
always  that  generosity  can  be  exercised. 

How  many  a  man,  when  able,  hath  withheld  himself 
irom  an  act  of  generosity  till  poverty  prevented 


ANOTHER  ANECDOTE  OF  YAHYA  THE  SON  OF  KHALID 
EL-BARMEKEE. 

It  is  related  also,  that  there  existed,  between  Yahya 
the  son  of  Khalid,  and  'Abd  Allah  the  son  of  Malik 
El-Khuza'ee,  a  secret  enmity,  which  neither  of  them 
manifested  ;  and  the  reason  of  this  enmity  between  them 
was,  that  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  Haroon  Er-Rasheed, 
loved  'Abd  Allah  the  son  of  Malik  so  greatly  as  to  occa- 
sion Yahya  the  son  of  Khalid  and  his  sons  to  say,  that 
'Abd  Allah  enchanted  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful.  Thus 
they  continued  for  a  long  time,  with  hatred  in  their 
hearts. 

And  it  happened  that  Er-Rasheed  bestowed  the  go- 
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Spf  °"rTneeyeh  * upon  'Abd  A1,ah    «» of 

Malik El-Khu2a'ee,  and  despatched  him  thither.  And 
after  he  had  established  himself  there  in  the  seat  of 
government,  there  came  to  him  a  man  of  the  inhabitants 

and Em?  '  SU:PT"g  g°°d  breedin«'  and  a™te"^ 
and  intelligence;  bnt  his  means  had  become  contracted 

and  his  weahh  had  passed  away,  and  his  prosperity  had 

vanished:  so  he  forged  a  fetter  in  the  name  of  Yahva 

the  son  of  Khahd  to  'Abd  Allah  the  son  of  Malik  and 

journeyed  to  him  in  Irmeeneeyeh.    On  arriving  at  his 

door  he  delivered  the  fetter  to  one  of  his  chamberlains, 

ft r  ,  f  eter  and  deIivered  to  'Abd  Allah  the 
son  of  Mahk  El-KWee ;  and  he  opened  it  and  read 
it,  and,  considering  it,  he  knew  that  it  was  forged  So 
he  gave  orders  to  bring  the  man  ;  and  when  he  pre- 
sented himself  before  him  he  prayed  for  him  and  pried 
him  and  the  members  of  his  court ;  and  'Abd  Allah  the 
on  of  Malik  said  to  him,  What  indnced  thee  to  undergo 
this  long  toil,  and  to  come  to  me  with  a  forged  letter  ? 
But  be  of  good  heart;  for  we  will  not  disappoint  thy 
labour  -rhe  man  replied,  May  God  prolong  t  ,e  life  of 
our  lord  the  Wezeer  1  If  my  coming  I  % 
thee,  employ  no  pretext  to  repel  me  ;  for  God's  earth  is 
wide  and  the  Bestower  of  the  means  of  subsistence  ex- 
.steth  :  the  letter  that  I  have  bronght  to  thee  from  Yahya 

TruT  V fl  u  "  genUine'  n0t  fo^d.-So'Abd 
Allah  said  I  will  wnte  a  letter  to  my  agent  in  Baghdad, 
and  order  him  to  mquire  respecting  this  letter  that  thou 
hast  brought  to  me;  and  if  it  prove  to  be  true  and 
genuine,  not  forged,  I  invest  thee  with  the  government 

part  o/iJtnia":'        *  UnderSt°°d  either  the         or  a 
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of  one  of  my  districts,  or  I  give  thee  two  hundred  thou- 
sand pieces  of  silver,  with  horses  and  excellent  camels  of 
high  value,  and  an  honorary  gift  besides,  if  thou  desire  a 
present:  but  if  the  letter  prove  to  be  forged,  I  give 
orders  that  thou  shalt  be  beaten  with  two  hundred  blows 

of  a  staff,  and  that  thy  beard  shall  be  shaven.  Then 

'Abd  Allah  commanded  that  he  should  be  taken  into  a 
chamber ;  and  that  what  he  required  should  be  put  for 
him  there  until  he  should  have  ascertained  his  case. 
After  this,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  agent  in  Baghdad,  the 
purport  w  hereof  was  as  follows  : — 

There  hath  come  unto  me  a  man  with  a  letter  which 
he  asserteth  to  be  from  Yahyathe  son  of  Khalid,  and  I 
have  an  evil  opinion  of  this  letter.  It  is  therefore  neces- 
sary that  thou  neglect  not  this  affair ;  but  go  thyself  and 
ascertain  the  case  of  this  letter,  and  hasten  to  send  me  a 
reply,  that  we  may  know  the  truth  or  the  falsity  of  the 
matter. 

So  when  the  letter  was  brought  to  him  in  Baghdad,  he 
mounted  immediately,  and  repaired  to  the  mansion  of 
Yahya  the  son  of  Khalid.  He  found  him  sitting  with 
his  boon-companions  and  chief  attendants,  and  he  saluted 
him,  and  delivered  to  him  the  letter ;  and  Yahya  the  son 
of  Khalid  read  it,  and  said  to  the  agent,  Return  to  me 
to-morrow,  that  I  may  write  for  thee  the  answer.  Then 
looking  towards  his  boon-companions,  after  the  departure 
of  the  agent,  he  said,  What  shall  be  the  recompense  of 
him  who  beareth  a  letter  forged  in  my  name,  and  taketh 
it  to  mine  enemy  ?  And  every  one  of  the  boon-com- 
panions offered  some  opinion,  and  each  of  them  proposed 
some  kind  of  punishment.  But  Yahya  said  to  them,  Ye 
have  erred  in  that  which  ye  have  proposed,  and  this  ad- 
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vice  which  ye  have  given  hath  arisen  from  the  baseness 
and  meanness  of  your  minds.  Ye  all  know  the  close 
favour  in  which  'Abd  Allah  is  held  by  the  Prince  of  the 
Faithful,  and  ye  know  the  wrath  and  enmity  that  sub- 
sisteth  between  me  and  him.  Now  God  (whose  name 
be  exalted !)  hath  made  this  man  a  means  of  effecting  a 
reconciliation  between  us,  and  hath  fitted  him  for  that 
purpose,  and  appointed  him  to  extinguish  the  fire  of 
hatred  in  our  hearts,  which  hath  been  increasing  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years ;  and  by  his  intervention  our 
affairs  shall  be  peaceably  adjusted.  It  is  incumbent  on 
me  to  satisfy  this  man  by  verifying  his  opinions  and 
amending  his  circumstances ;  and  I  will  write  for  him  a 
letter  to  'Abd  Allah  the  son  of  Malik  El-Khuzd'ee,  to 
the  effect  that  he  shall  treat  him  with  increased  honour, 
and  continue  to  exalt  and  respect  him. — And  when 
the  boon-companions  heard  this,  they  invoked  blessings 
upon  him,  and  wondered  at  his  generosity  and  the 
abundance  of  his  kindness.  He  then  demanded  the 
paper  and  the  ink-case,  and  wrote  to  'Abd  Allah  the  son 
of  Malik  a  letter  in  his  own  hand,  of  the  following 
purport :  — 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  the  Compassionate,  the  Merciful. 
Thy  letter  hath  arrived  :  may  God  prolong  thy  life !  and 
I  have  read  it,  and  rejoiced  at  thy  safety,  and  been  de- 
lighted at  the  tidings  of  thy  well-being  and  thy  general 
prosperity.  Now  thou  imaginedst  that  that  ingenuous 
man  forged  a  letter  as  from  me,  and  did  not  bear  an 
epistle  from  me  :  but  the  case  was  not  so  ;  for  the  letter 
I  myself  wrote,  and  it  was  not  forged ;  and  I  hope  from 
thy  liberality  and  kindness  and  excellence  of  disposition 
that  thou  wilt  satisfy  the  hope  and  wish  of  that  ingenuous 
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and  generous  man,  and  regard  him  with  the  respect  that 
he  meriteth,  and  cause  him  to  attain  his  desire,  and 
make  him  a  particular  object  of  overflowing  kindness  and 
abundant  favour  ;  and  whatsoever  thou  dost  for  him,  I 
shall  regard  myself  as  the  object  of  it,  and  shall  be 
thankful  to  thee." 

Then  he  directed  the  letter  and  sealed  it  and  delivered 
it  to  the  agent.  So  the  agent  sent  it  to  'Abd  Allah, 
who,  when  he  read  it,  was  delighted  at  its  contents,  and, 
having  caused  that  man  to  be  brought  to  him,  said  to  him, 
Whichever  of  the  two  things  that  I  promised  thee  is  the 
more  agreeable  to  thee  I  will  present  to  thee.  And  the 
man  replied,  The  gift  will  be  more  agreeable  to  me  than 
anything  else.  Accordingly,  'Abd  Allah  gave  orders  to 
present  him  with  two  hundred  thousand  pieces  of  silver, 
and  ten  Arab  horses,  five  of  them  with  housings  of  silk, 
and  five  with  jewelled  saddles  such  as  are  used  in  pro- 
cessions of  state,  and  with  twenty  chests  of  clothes,  and 
ten  memlooks,  horsemen,  together  with  what  was  appro- 
priate of  costly  jewels.  Then  he  bestowed  upon  him  a 
dress  of  honour,  and  sent  him  to  Baghdad  magnificently 
equipped. 

When  he  arrived,  therefore,  at  Baghdad,  he  repaired 
to  the  door  of  the  mansion  of  Yahya  the  son  of  Khalid 
before  he  went  to  his  family,  and  he  begged  permission 
to  go  in  to  him.  So  the  chamberlain  went  in  to  Yahya, 
and  said  to  him,  O  our  lord,  at  our  door  is  a  man  of  re- 
spectable appearance  and  comely  form  and  good  con- 
dition, with  a  number  of  pages,  desiring  to  come  in  to 
thee.  And  he  gave  him  permission  to  enter ;  and  when 
he  came  in  to  him,  he  kissed  the  ground  before  him,  and 
Yahya  said  to  him,  Who  art  thou  ?    The  man  answered 
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0  master,  I  am  he  who  was  killed  by  the  tyranny  of 
fortune,  and  thou  hast  brought  me  to  life  from  the  grave 
of  calamities,  and  raised  me  to  the  Paradise  of  desires. 

1  am  he  who  forged  a  letter  in  thy  name,  and  conveyed 
it  to  'Abd  Allah  the  son  of  Malik  El-Khuz£'ee.— And 
what,  said  Yahya,  hath  he  done  with  thee ;  and  what 
hath  he  given  to  thee  ?  He  answered,  He  gave  me  of 
the  benefits  proceeding  from  thy  liberality  and  bene- 
volence, and  thy  comprehensive  favours  and  universal 
generosity,  and  thy  magnanimity  and  ample  bounty,  so 
that  he  enriched  me,  and  he  distinguished  me  by  especial 
beneficence,  and  bestowed  presents  upon  me  ;  and  I  have 
brought  all  his  gifts  and  his  presents  ;  they  are  at  thy 
door,  and  the  case  is  submitted  unto  thee,  to  decide  upon 
it  as  thou  wilt.  Upon  this,  Yahya  replied,  The  action 
that  thou  hast  done  for  me  is  better  than  that  which  I 
have  performed  for  thee,  and  thou  art  entitled  to  abund- 
ant thanks  from  me,  and  great  bounty,  since  thou  hast 
changed  the  enmity  that  subsisted  between  me  and  that 
highly  revered  man  into  sincere  friendship  and  affection. 
I  will  therefore  give  thee  the  like  of  that  which  'Abd 
Allah  the  son  of  Malik  hath  given  thee. — He  then  or- 
dered that  he  should  be  presented  with  money  and 
horses,  and  chests  of  clothing,  such  as  'Abd  Allah  had 
bestowed  upon  him  ;  and  thus  that  man's  original  pro- 
sperity was  restored  to  him  by  the  kindness  of  these  two 
generous  men. 
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ANECDOTE  OF  EL-MA-MOON  AISD  A  LEARNED  MAN.' 

It  is  said  that  there  was  not  among  the  Khaleefehs  of 
the  descendants  of  El-'Abbas  any  more  learned  in  all  the 
sciences  than  El-Ma-moon.  On  two  days  in  every  week 
he  used  to  preside  at  discussions  of  the  learned  men ;  and 
the  professors  of  religion  and  law,  and  the  scholastic 
theologians,  by  whom  the  discussions  were  carried  on, 
used  to  sit  in  his  presence  according  to  their  several  ranks 
and  degrees.  Now  on  one  occasion,  while  he  was  sitting 
with  them,  there  came  in  to  his  assembly  a  stranger,  clad 
in  white  tattered  clothing,  who  seated  himself  at  the 
lower  end,  behind  the  professors,  in  an  obscure  place. 
And  when  they  began  the  discussion,  and  entered  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  difficult  propositions — it  being 
their  custom  to  submit  the  proposition  to  the  members  of 
the  assembly  one  after  another,  and  for  each  who  could 
offer  some  quaint  addition  to  what  others  advanced,  or 
some  extraordinary  witty  saying,  to  mention  it — the 
question  was  proposed  to  them  by  turns  until  it  came  to 
that  stranger ;  whereupon  he  gave  a  reply  better  than 
the  replies  of  all  the  professors;  and  the  Khaleefeh 
approved  it,  and  ordered  that  he  should  be  raised  from 
the  place  that  he  had  taken  to  a  higher  one.  Then, 
when  the  second  question  came  to  him,  he  gave  a  reply 
better  than  the  first ;  and  El-Ma-moon  ordered  that  he 
should  be  raised  to  a  place  of  higher  dignity.  And 
when  the  third  question  went  round,  he  gave,  a  reply 
better  and  more  just  than  the  two  former  replies ;  upon 
which  El-Ma-moon  ordered  that  he  should  sit  near 
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unto  himself.  And  after  the  discussion  was  ended,  the 
attendants  brought  the  water,  and  the  guests  washed 
their  hands  ;  and  they  brought  the  repast,  and  they  ate. 

The  professors  then  arose  and  went  forth  ;  but  El- 
Ma-moon  prevented  the  stranger  from  going  out  with 
them :  he  caused  him  to  draw  near  unto  him,  and  treated 
him  with  courtesy,  promising  him  to  bestow  favours  and 
benefactions  upon  him.  And  after  this,  the  banquet  of 
wine  was  prepared,  the  comely  boon-companions  came, 
and  the  wine  circulated  ;  but  when  it  came  round  to  that 
man,  he  rose  upon  his  feet,  and  said,  If  the  Prince  of  the 
Faithful  give  me  permission,  I  will  speak  one  word. 
El-Ma-moon  replied,  Say  what  thou  wilt.  And  he  said, 
The  possessor  of  eminent  judgment  (whose  eminence  may 
God  increase !)  knoweth  that  the  slave  was  to-day,  in 
this  noble  assembly,  one  of  the  obscure  among  the 
people,  and  one  of  the  mean  among  the  company,  and 
that  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful  hath  raised  him  to  a  place 
near  unto  his  own  person,  small  as  is  the  wisdom  that  he 
hath  displayed,  and  hath  elevated  him  to  a  rank  above 
others,  so  that  he  hath  attained  to  a  goal  to  which  his 
ambition  did  not  aspire  ;  and  now  he  desireth  to  divest 
him  of  that  small  degree  of  wisdom  which  hath  exalted 
him  after  his  meanness,  and  enriched  him  after  his 
poverty.  But  may  God  forbid,  and  by  no  means  suffer, 
that  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful  4should  envy  him  for  the 
small  degree  of  wisdom  and  fame  and  excellence  that  he 
possesseth  ;  for  if  the  slave  drink  wine,  wisdom  will  de- 
part far  from  him,  and  ignorance  will  draw  near  to  him, 
and  he  will  be  deprived  of  his  politeness,  and  will  re- 
turn to  his  former  contemptible  station,  and  become  de- 
spicable and  obscure  in  the  eyes  of  men.    I  therefore 
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hope  that  the  possessor  of  eminent  judgment,  of  his 
bounty  and  generosity  and  princely  qualities  and  excel- 
lent disposition,  will  not  despoil  him  of  this  jewel.— 
And  when  the  Khaleefeh  El-Ma-moon  heard  these  words 
from  him,  he  praised  him  and  thanked  him,  caused  him 
to  sit  again  in  his  place  and  treated  him  with  respect, 
gave  orders  to  present  him  with  a  hundred  thousand 
pieces  of  silver  and  to  mount  him  upon  a  horse,  and  gave 
him  magnificent  apparel.  And  in  every  assembly  he 
exalted  and  favoured  him  above  all  the  professors,  so  that 
he  became  the  highest  of  them  in  rank  and  degree. — 
And  God  is  all-knowing. 


THE  VICISSITUDES  OF  FORTUNE. 

It  is  related  that  a  man  was  burdened  with  numerous 
debts,  and  his  circumstances  became  strait  unto  him  ;  so 
he  left  his  people  and  his  family,  and  went  forth  wan- 
dering in  perplexity  and  at  random.  He  ceased  not  to 
proceed  until  he  approached,  after  a  length  of  time,  a 
city  with  lofty  walls  and  great  buildings,  and  he  entered 
it  in  a  state  of  abasement  and  despondency.  His  hunger 
had  become  violent,  and  the  journey  had  wearied  him ; 
and  as  he  walked  through  one  of  its  great  thoroughfare- 
streets,  he  saw  a  company  of  the  great  passing  along ; 
whereupon  he  proceeded  with  them  until  they  entered 
an  abode  resembling  the  abode  of  Kings,  and  he  entered 
with  them,  and  they  went  in  until  they  came  to  a  man 
sitting  at  the  upper  end  of  the  mansion.  He  was  of 
magnificent  appearance,  and  great  dignity,  and  sur- 
rounded by  pages  and  servantsr  as  though  he  were  of  the 
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sons  of  the  Wezeers ;  and  when  he  saw  the  party,  he  rose 
to  them,  and  treated  them  with  respectful  hospitality. 
So  trouble  of  mind  overcame  the  man  above  mentioned 
at  witnessing  this  thing,  and  he  was  confounded  at  that 
which  he  beheld  of  the  beauty  of  the  building,  and  the 
servants  and  dependants.  He  therefore  drew  back,  in 
perplexity  and  distress,  fearing  for  himself,  until  he 
seated  himself  in  a  place  alone,  remote  from  the  people, 
that  no  one  might  see  him.  And  while  he  was  sitting, 
lo,  there  approached  a  man  with  whom  were  four  dogs, 
dogs  of  the  chase,  decked  with  varieties  of  silk  and  bro- 
cade, and  having  upon  their  necks  collars  of  gold  with 
chains  of  silver ;  and  he  chained  each  of  them  in  a  sepa- 
rate place.  Then  he  went  away,  and  returned  bringing 
to  each  dog  a  dish  of  gold  full  of  rich  food,  and  he  put 
before  each  of  them  his  separate  dish,  and  departed  and 
left  them.  This  man  therefore  began  to  look  at  the  food, 
on  account  of  the  violence  of  his  hunger,  and  desired  to 
advance  to  one  of  the  dogs  and  to  eat  with  him ;  but  his 
fear  of  them  prevented  him.  Presently,  however,  one 
of  the  dogs  looked  at  him,  and  God  (whose  name  be  ex- 
alted !)  inspired  him  with  a  knowledge  of  his  case  :  so  he 
drew  back  from  the  dish,  and  made  a  sign  to  the  man, 
who  thereupon  approached,  and  ate  until  he  was  satisfied, 
when  he  would  have  departed  ;  but  the  dog  made  a  sign 
to  him  that  he  should  take  the  dish,  with  the  food  .re- 
maining in  it,  for  himself,  and  pushed  it  towards  him 
with  his  fore-paw.  He  therefore  took  it,  and  went  forth 
from  the  house,  and  proceeded  without  any  one  follow- 
ing him. 

He  then  journeyed  to  another  city,  where  he  sold  the 
dish,  and  having  purchased  merchandise  with  its  price, 
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returned  with  it  to  his  own  town.  There  he  sold  what 
he  had  brought,  and  discharged  the  debts  that  he  owed, 
and  his  wealth  increased  so  that  he  became  in  a  state  of 
abundant  affluence  and  perfect  prosperity ;  and  he  ceased 
not  to  reside  in  his  town  for  a  length  of  time ;  after 
which,  he  said  within  himself,  I  must  journey  to  the  city 
of  the  owner  of  the  dish,  and  take  for  him  a  handsome 
and  suitable  present,  and  pay  him  the  price  of  the  dish 
which  one  of  his  dogs  bestowed  upon  me.  Then  he 
took  a  present  befitting  that  person,  and  took  with  him 
the  price  of  the  dish,  and  set  forth  on  his  journey. 

He  ceased  not  in  his  journey  days  and  nights  until  he 
arrived  at  that  city,  and  he  entered  it,  desiring  to  meet 
with  the  man  ;  and  he  walked  along  its  great  thorough- 
fare-streets until  he  approached  his  abode.  But  he  saw 
nothing  of  it  save  mouldering  ruins,  and  a  raven  uttering 
its  lamentable  cry,  and  dwelling-places  rendered  desolate, 
and  circumstances  changed,  and  a  state  of  things  so 
altered  as"not  to  be  recognised  ;  whereupon  his  heart  and 
soul  were  agitated,  and  he  recited  the  words  of  the 
poet : — 

The  recesses  are  devoid  of  their  hidden  treasures,  as 
hearts  are  devoid  of  sciences  and  piety ; 

And  the  valley  is  changed  altogether,  and  its  gazelles 
are  not  those  antelopes,  nor  is  its  sand-heap  that 
sand-heap. 

And  the  saying  of  another : — 

The  phantom  of  Soada*  came  by  night  to  rouse  me, 
towards  morning,  while  my  companions  were  sleep- 
ing in  the  desert : 


*  "  Soada"  is  a  female  proper  name,  and  often  used  as  a 
fictitious  name,  applied  to  a  beautiful  woman. 
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But  when  we  awoke  to  behold  the  nightly  phantom,  I 
saw  the  air  vacant,  and  the  place  of  visitation  dis- 
tant. 

And  when  that  man  beheld  those  mouldering  ruins,  and 
saw  what  the  hands  of  fortune  had  openly  done  unto 
them,  and  found  of  the  substance  nothing  but  traces, 
knowledge  rendered  it  needless  for  him  to  ask  informa- 
tion. He  then  looked  aside,  and  saw  a  miserable  man, 
in  a  state  that  made  the  skin  to  quake  at  it,  and  rock  to 
be  moved  with  sympathy  for  it ;  and  he  said,  O  thou !  * 
what  have  fortune  and  time  done  with  the  master  of  this 
place,  and  where  are  his  shining  full  moons  and  brilliant 
stars,  f  and  what  hath  been  the  cause  of  the  event  that 
hath  happened  unto  his  structures,  that  there  remaineth 
of  them  nought  save  the  walls  ?  He  answered,  He  is 
this  miserable  wretch  whom  thou  seest,  sighing  on  ac- 
count of  that  which  hath  come  upon  him.  But  knowest 
thou  not  (he  added)  that  in  the  saying  of  the  Apostle  is 
a  lesson  to  him  who  would  follow  it,  and  an  admonition 
to  him  who  would  be  directed  aright, — his  saying  (God 
favour  and  preserve  him !),  Verily  it  is  the  way  of  God 
(whose  name  be  exalted  !)  not  to  elevate  anything  of  this 
world  without  afterwards  bringing  it  down  ?  If  thou 
inquire  respecting  the  cause  of  this  event,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune  wonderful.  I  was  the  mas- 
ter of  this  place,  and  its  founder  and  proprietor  and 
builder,  and  the  possessor  of  its  shining  full  moons  and 
magnificent  appurtenances  and  splendid  rarities  and  beau- 

*  The  expression  thus  rendered  is  generally  used  as  one 
of  slight  contempt. 

t  That  is,  "  Where  are  his  beautiful  damsels,  like  full 
moous  and  stars  V* 
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tiful  slave-girls :  fortune,  however,  hath  turned  from  me, 
and  taken  away  the  servants  and  the  wealth,  and  reduced 
me  to  this  present  condition,  and  brought  upon  me  events 
that  it  before  kept  concealed.  But  there  must  be  a  cause 
for  this  thine  inquiry.  Acquaint  me  then  with  it,  and 
cease  to  wonder. — So  the  man  acquainted  him  with  the 
whole  affair,  being  the  while  in  grief  and  distress,  and 
said  to  him,  I  have  brought  thee  a  present  such  as  souls 
desire,  and  the  price  of  thy  dish  of  gold  that  I  took  ;  for 
it  was  the  cause  of  enriching  me  after  my  poverty,  and 
of  the  replenishment  of  my  abode  after  it  was  desolate, 
and  of  the  dissipation  of  the  anxiety  and  straitness  that  I 
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suffered.  But  the  other  man  shook  his  head,  ana  wept 
and  sighed  and  lamented,  and  said,  O  thou !  I  imagine 
thou  art  a  madman  :  for  this  conduct  proceedeth  not  from 
a  man  of  sense.  How  should  one  of  our  dogs  make  thee 
a  present  of  a  dish  of  gold,  and  I  take  it  back  ?  My 
taking  back  that  which  my  dog  hath  presented  would  be 
wonderful ;  and  were  I  in  the  severest  anxiety  and  dis- 
ease, by  Allah  there  should  not  find  acceptance  with  me, 
from  thee,  anything  of  the  value  of  a  nail-paring.  So 
go  to  the  place  whence  thou  earnest,  in  health  and  safety. 
— The  man  therefore  kissed  his  feet,  and  went  forth  on 
his  return,  praising  him  ;  and  on  parting  with  him  and 
taking  leave  of  him,  recited  this  verse  : — 

The  men  and  the  dogs  are  gone  together ;  and  on  the 
men  and  the  dogs  be  peace ! 

— And  God  is  all-knowing.* 


ANECDOTE  OF  A  CHARITABLE  WOMAN. 

It  is  related  that  a  certain  King  said  to  the  people  of 
his  dominions,  If  any  one  of  you  give  aught  in  alms,  I 
will  assuredly  cut  off  his  hand.  So  all  the  people  re- 
frained from  alms-giving,  and  none  could  bestow  upon 
another.  And  it  happened  that  a  beggar  came  to  a 
woman  one  day,  and  hunger  tormented  him,  and  he  sa^ 

*  In  Trebutien's  translation,  this  anecdote  is  briefly  re- 
lated. The  owner  of  the  dogs  is  there  described  as  com- 
plaining of  the  injustice  of  fortune,  and  the  other  man  is  said 
to  have  replied,  You  are  wrong  in  accusing  destiny  of  injus- 
tice :  if  you  are  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  your  ruin,  I  will 
acquaint  you  with  it.  You  have  fed  the  dogs  in  dishes  of 
gold,  and  left  the  poor  to  die  of  hunger. 
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to  her,  Give  me  somewhat  as  an  alms. — How,  said  she, 
can  I  bestow  an  alms  upon  thee  when  the  King  cutteth 
off  the  hand  of  every  one  who  doth  so  ?  But  he  rejoined, 
I  conjure  thee  by  God  (whose  name  be  exalted !)  that 
thou  give  me  an  alms.  So  when  he  conjured  her  by  God, 
she  was  moved  with  pity  for  him,  and  bestowed  upon 
him  two  cakes  of  bread.  And  the  news  reached  the 
King;  whereupon  he  gave  orders  to  bring  her  before 
him ;  and  when  she  came,  he  cut  off  her  hands.  And 
she  returned  to  her  house. 

Then  the  King,  after  a  while,  said  to  his  mother,  I 
desire  to  marry  :  therefore  marry  me  to  a  comely  woman. 
And  she  replied,  There  is,  among  our  female  slaves,  a 
woman  than  whom  none  more  beautiful  existeth ;  but 
she  hath  a  grievous  defect. — And  what  is  it  ?  he  asked. 
She  answered,  She  is  maimed  of  the  two  hands.  The 
King  however  said,  I  desire  to  see  her.  Wherefore  she 
brought  her  to  him,  and  when  he  saw  her,  he  was 
tempted  by  her  beauty,  and  married  her.  And  that 
woman  was  she  who  bestowed  upon  the  beggar  the  two 
cakes  of  bread,  and  whose  hands  were  cut  off  on  that 
account.  But  when  he  had  married  her,  her  fellow- 
wives  envied  her,  and  wrote  to  the  King,  telling  him  that 
she  was  unchaste :  and  she  had  given  birth  to  a  son. 
And  the  King  wrote  a  letter  to  his  mother,  in  which  he 
commanded  her  to  go  forth  with  her  to  the  desert,  and  to 
leave  her  there,  and  return. 

His  mother  therefore  did  so  :  she  took  her  forth  to  the 
desert,  and  returned.  And  that  woman  began  to  weep 
for  the  misfortune  that  had  befallen  her,  and  to  bewail 
violently,  with  a  wailing  not  to  be  exceeded.  And  while 
she  was  walking,  with  the  child  upon  her  neck,  she  came 
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to  a  river,  and  kneeled  down  to  drink,  because  of  the 
violence  of  the  thirst  that  had  affected  her  from  her  walk- 
ing and  fatigue  and  grief ;  and  when  she  stooped  her 
head,  the  child  fell  into  the  water.  So  she  sat  weeping 
violently  for  her  child ;  and  while  she  wept,  lo,  there 
passed  by  her  two  men,  who  said  to  her,  What  causeth 
thee  to  weep  ?  She  answered,  I  had  a  child  upon  my 
neck,  and  he  fell  into  the  water.  And  they  said,  Dost 
thou  desire  that  we  rescue  him  and  restore  him  to  thee  ? 
She  answered,  Yes.  And  upon  this  they  supplicated 
God  (whose  name  be  exalted  !),  and  the  child  came  forth 
to  her  safe  and  unhurt.  Then  they  said  to  her,  Dost 
thou  desire  that  God  should  restore  to  thee  thy  hands  as 
they  were  ?  She  answered,  Yes.  And  they  supplicated 
God  (whose  perfection  be  extolled,  and  whose  name  be 
exalted  !)  ;  whereupon  her  hands  returned  to  her  in  the 
most  perfect  state.  After  this  they  said  to  her,  Knowest 
thou  who  we  are  ? — God,  she  replied,  is  all-knowing. 
And  they  said,  We  are  thy  two  cakes  of  bread  which 
thou  gavest  as  an  alms  to  the  beggar,  and  which  alms 
occasioned  the  cutting  off  of  thy  hands.*  Therefore 
praise  God  (whose  name  be  exalted  !)  that  He  hath  re- 
stored to  thee  thy  hands  and  thy  child.— And  she  praised 
God  (whose  name  be  exalted !),  and  glorified  Him. 

*  "  That  is,  God  (whose  name  be  exalted !)  made  her  action 
to  assume  the  forms  of  two  men,  like  as  He  causeth  the 
virtuous  action  to  assume  the  form  of  a  man  who  cheereth 
the  dead  in  his  sepulchre." 
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ANECDOTE  OF  A  CHARITABLE  ISRAELITE. 

There  was,  among  the  Children  of  Israel,*  a  devout 
man,  having  a  family  who  spun  cotton ;  and  he  used 
every  day  to  sell  the  thread  that  they  spun,  and  to  buy 
fresh  cotton ;  and  with  the  profit  that  arose,  he  bought, 
for  his  family,  food,  which  they  ate  that  day.  And  he 
went  forth  one  day,  and  sold  the  thread  which  they  had 
spun,  and  there  met  him  one  of  his  brethren,  who  com- 
plained to  him  of  his  need ;  whereupon  he  gave  him  the 
price  of  his  thread,  and  returned  to  his  family  without 
either  cotton  or  food.  So  they  said  to  him,  Where  is 
the  cotton  and  the  food  ?  And  he  answered  them,  Such- 
a-one  met  me,  and  complained  to  me  of  his  need  ;  where- 
fore I  gave  him  the  price  of  the  thread.  They  said, 
And  what  shall  we  do ;  for  we  have  nothing  to  sell  ? 
But  they  had  a  broken  wooden  bowl,  and  a  jar ;  and  he 
took  them  to  the  market.  No  one,  however,  would  buy 
them  of  him  ;  but  while  he  was  in  the  market,  there  met 
him  a  man  with  a  stinking,  swollen  fish,  which  no  one 
would  buy  of  him  ;  and  the  owner  of  the  fish  said  to  him, 
Wilt  thou  sell  to  me  thy  unmarketable  property  for  mine? 
He  answered,  Yes  :— and  gave  the  man  the  wooden  bowl 
and  the  jar,  receiving  from  him  the  fish,  which  he 
brought  to  his  family.    They  said,  What  shall  we  do 

*  Such  of  the  descendants  of  Jacob  as  held  the  true  faith, 
the  Muslims  call  "  the  Children  of  Israel  f  but  the  deniers  of 
the  Messiah  they  do  not  honour  with  this  appellation :  calling 
them  "  Yahood,"  i.e.  "  Jews." 
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with  this  fish  ?    He  answered,  We  will  broil  it  and  feed 
upon  it  until  God  (whose  name  be  exalted !)  please  to 
supply  us  with  sustenance.    They  therefore  took  it,  and 
ripped  open  its  belly,  and  they  found  in  it  a  pearl.  So 
they  informed  the  sheykh  [the  devotee]  ;  and  he  said, 
See  if  it  be  pierced  ;  for  if  so,  it  belongeth  to  some  one 
of  the  people  ;  but  if  it  be  not  pierced,  it  is  a  gift  which 
God  (whose  name  be  exalted  !)  hath  bestowed  upon  you. 
And  they  looked,  and  lo,  it  was  not  pierced.    And  when 
the  morning  came,  he  went  with  it  to  one  of  his  breth- 
ren, of  those  who  were  acquainted  with  pearls  ;  and  this 
person  said,  O  such-a-one,  whence  gottest  thou  this 
pearl?    He  answered,  It  is  a  gift  which  God  (whose 
name  be  exalted  !)  hath  bestowed  upon  us.    And  the 
man  said,  Verily  it  is  worth  a  thousand  pieces  of  silver, 
and  I  will  give  thee  that  sum  ;  but  take  it  to  such-a-one  ; 
for  he  is  of  more  wealth  and  knowledge  than  myself.  So 
he  took  it  to  him,  and  he  said,  Verily  it  is  worth  seventy 
thousand  pieces  of  silver  :  not  more  than  that.  Then  he 
paid  him  seventy  thousand  pieces  of  silver;  and  the 
sheykh  called  the  porters,  who  carried  for  him  the  money 
until  he  arrived  at  the  door  of  his  dwelling ;  when  a  beg- 
gar came  to  him,  and  said  to  him,  Give  me  of  that  which 
God  (whose  name  be  exalted !)  hath  given  unto  thee. 
And  he  said  to  the  beggar,  We  were  yesterday  like  thee. 
Take  half  of  this  money.— And  when  he  had  divided  the 
money  into  two  equal  portions,  and  each  of  them  had 
taken  his  half,  the  beggar  said  to  him,  Keep  thy  money, 
and  take  it :  may  God  bless  thee  in  it :  for  verily  I  am  a 
messenger  of  thy  Lord,  who  hath  sent  me  to  thee  to  try 
thee.    And  the  sheykh  said,  To  God  be  praise  and 
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thanks  !-And  he  ceased  not  to  pass  a  most  comfortable 
lite,  he  and  his  family,  until  death. 


A  DREAM. 


It  is  related  that  a  man  of  Baghdad  was  possessed  of 
ample  riches  and  great  wealth;  but  his  wealth  passed 
away,  and  his  state  changed,  and  he  became  utterly 
destitute,  and  could  not  obtain  his  sustenance  save  by 
laborious  exertion.     And  he  slept  one  night,  over- 
whelmed and  oppressed,  and  saw  in  his  sleep  a 'person 
who  said  to  him,  Verily  thy  fortune  is  in  Cairo:  there- 
fore seek  it  and  repair  to  it.    So  he  journeyed  to  Cairo ; 
and  when  he  arrived  there,  the  evening  overtook  him, 
and  he  slept  in  a  mosque.    Now  there  was,  adjacent  to 
the  mosque,  a  house  ;  and  as  God  (whose  name  be 
exalted  !)  had  decreed,  a  party  of  robbers  entered  the 
mosque,  and  thence  passed  to  that  house  ;  and  the  people 
of  the  house,  awaking  at  the  disturbance  occasioned  by 
the  robbers,  raised  cries;    whereupon  the  Walee* 
came  to  their  aid  with  his  followers,  and  the  robbers 
fled.     The    Walee  then   entered  the  mosque,  and 
found  the  man  of  Baghdad  sleeping  there :  so  he  laid 
hold  upon  him,  and  inflicted  upon  him  a  painful  beating 
with  mikra'ahs,f  until  he  was  at  the  point  of  death,  and 
imprisoned  him;  and  he  remained  three  days  in  the 


*  Chief  magistrate  of  the  police, 
f  Thick  end  of  a  palm  stick,  used  for  beating. 


A  DREAM. 


103 


prison  ;  after  which,  the  Walee  caused  him  to  be  brought, 
and  said  to  him,  From  what  country  art  thou?  He 
answered,  From  Baghdad.-And  what  affair,  said  the 
Wdlee,  was  the  cause  of  thy  coming  to  Cairo  ?  He 
answered,  I  saw  in  my  sleep  a  person  who  said  to  me, 
Verily  thy  fortune  is  in  Cairo:  therefore  repair  to  it. 
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And  when  I  came  to  Cairo,  I  found  the  fortune  of  which 
he  told  me  to  be  those  blows  of  the  niikra'ahs  that  I  have 
ece.ved  from  thee.-And  upon  this  the  W«ee  laughel 
so  thath.sgr.nders  appeared,  and  said  to  him,  ot 
of _  little  sense,  /  saw  three  times  in  my  sleep  a  person 
who  said  to  mc,  Verily  a  house  in  Baghdad  in  Tueh  a 
d.stnct,  and  of  such  a  description,  hafh  in  fc^J  \ 
garden  at  the  lower  end  of  which  is  a  fountain,  wherein 

IZl    B  rmt:  theref'°re  "**  to  » s 

take  it     But  I  went  not;  and  thou,  through  the  small 

ncss  of  thy  sense,  hast  jonrneyed  from  cify      city  on 

account  of  a  thing  thou  hast  seen  in  sleep,  when  Vas 

only  an  effect  of  confused  dreams.-Then  he  gave  him 

some  money,  and  said  to  him,  Help  thyself  with  this  to 

return  to  thy  city    So  he  took  it  and  rlturnld  to tgh! 

,n  R  MM  r6  WWeh  the  Wilee  had  bribed, 
m  Baghdad,  was  the  house  of  that  man;  therefore  when 
he  arrived  at  his  abode,  he  dug  beneath  the  fountain 
and  beheld  abundant  wealth.  Thus  God  enriched  and 
sustained  h>m  ;  and  this  was  a  wonderful  coincidence 


ANECDOTE  OF  A  MAN  AND  HIS  SLAVE-GIRL. 

It  is  related  that  a  man  of  the  inhabitants  of  El-Basrah 
purchased  a  slave-girl,  whom  he  educated  and  instructed 
well ;  and  he  loved  her  extremely,  and  expended  all  his 
property  in  diversion  and  amusement  while  he  lived 
with  her,  so  that  nothing  remained  in  his  possession,  and 
excessive  poverty  afflicted  him.    The  slave-girl  there- 
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fore  said  to  him,  O  my  master,  sell  me ;  for  thou  art  in 
need  of  my  price,  and  I  am  moved  with  pity  for  thee  by 
the  state  of  poverty  into  which  thou  hast  fallen.  If  thou 
sell  me,  and  employ  my  price  for  thy  support,  it  will  be 
better  for  thee  than  my  remaining  with  thee  ;  and  per- 
haps God  (whose  name  be  exalted!)  will  make  thy 
means  of  subsistence  ample. — So  he  assented  to  her 
proposal,  on  account  of  the  straitness  of  his  circumstances. 
He  took  her  and  went  down  with  her  to  the  market,  and 
the  broker  offered  her  for  sale  to  the  Governor  of  El- 
Basrah,  whose  name  was  'Abd  Allah  the  son  of  Maamar 
Et-Teymee ;  and  she  pleased  him,  and  he  bought  her 
for  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  which  sum  he  paid  to 
her  master.  But  when  her  master  had  received  the 
money,  and  was  about  to  depart,  the  slave-girl  wept,  and 
recited  this  couplet : — 

May  the  money  which  thou  hast  collected  delight  thee  ! 
But  for  me,  nought  remaineth  save  sorrow  and 
anxiety. 

I  say  to  my  grievously  oppressed  soul,  Mourn  little  or 
much :  the  beloved  is  separated.* 

On  hearing  which,  her  master  uttered  groans,  and  thus 
replied : — 

If  thou  have  not  any  resource  in  this  case,  and  find  not 

aught  but  death,  yet  excuse  me. 
Eve  and  morn  the  remembrance  of  you  will  console  me, 

and  comfort  a  heart  severely  troubled. 
Peace  be  on  thee  !  Henceforth  shall  no  visit  nor  meeting 

take  place  between  us  unless  Ibn  Maamar  willeth. 

And  when  'Abd  Allah  the  son  of  Maamar  heard  their 


*  That  is,  my  mourning  will  not  profit  me. 
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verses,  and  witnessed  their  sorrow,  he  said,  By  Allah,  I 
will  not  be  a  means  of  separating  you.  It  hath  become 
evident  to  me  that  ye  love  one  another :  so  take  the 
money  and  the  slave-girl,  O  man.  May  God  bless  thee 
in  them  both  !  For  the  separation  of  two  lovers  is  pain- 
ful to  them. — They  both,  therefore,  kissed  his  hand,  and 
departed  ;  and  they  ceased  not  to  live  together  until 
death  parted  them. — Extolled  be  the  perfection  of  Him 
whom  death  doth  not  overtake  I 


ANECDOTE  OF  A  SIMPLETON  AND  A  SHARPER. 

A  certain  simpleton  was  walking  along,  holding  the 
halter  of  his  ass,  which  he  was  dragging  after  him ;  and 
two  sharpers  saw  him ;  whereupon  one  of  them  said  to 
his  companion,  I  will  take  this  ass  from  this  man. — How 
wilt  thou  take  it?  said  the  other.  The  first  replied, 
Follow  me,  and  I  will  show  thee.  So  he  followed  him ; 
and  that  sharper,  advancing  to  the  ass,  unloosed  from  it 
the  halter,  and  gave  the  ass  to  his  companion  ;  after 
which,  he  put  the  halter  upon  his  own  head,  and  walked 
on  behind  the  simpleton  until  he  knew  that  his  compan- 
ion had  gone  away  with  the  ass.  Then  he  stopped : 
so  the  simpleton  dragged  him  by  the  halter  ;  but  he  ad- 
vanced not.  The  man  therefore  looked  back  at  him, 
and,  seeing  the  halter  upon  the  head  of  a  man,  he  said 
to  him,  What  art  thou  ?  The  sharper  answered,  I  am 
thy  ass,  and  my  story  is  wonderful ;  and  it  is  this :  I  had 
a  mother,  a  virtuous  old  woman,  and  I  went  to  her  one 
day  in  a  state  of  intoxication ;  whereupon  she  said  to 
me,  O  my  son,  turn  with  repentance  unto  God  (whose 
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name  be  exalted  !)  from  these  sins.  But  I  took  a  staft, 
and  beat  her  with  it ;  and  she  uttered  an  imprecation 
against  me  ;  upon  which  God  (whose  name  be  exalted  !) 
transformed  me  into  an  ass,  and  caused  me  to  fall  into 
thy  possession,  and  I  remained  with  thee  all  this  time. 
To-day,  however,  my  mother  remembered  me,  and  God 
inclined  her  heart  towards  me  ;  so  she  prayed  for  me, 
and  God  restored  me  to  the  human  shape  as  I  was. — 
And  the  simpleton  said,  There  is  no  strength  nor  power 
but  in  God,  the  High,  the  Great !  By  Allah,  O  my 
brother,  absolve  me  of  responsibility  for  that  which  I 
have  done  unto  thee,  in  riding  thee  and  in  other  things. — 
Then  he  left  the  sharper  to  go  his  way,  and  he  himself 
returned  to  his  house  intoxicated  with  anxiety  and  grief. 
His  wife  therefore  said  to  him,  What  hath  afflicted  thee, 
and  where  is  the  ass  ?  He  said  to  her,  Hast  thou  no 
knowledge  of  the  case  of  the  ass  ?  Then  I  will  acquaint 
thee  with  it. — And  he  related  to  her  the  story ;  on  hear- 
ing which,  she  exclaimed,  Alas  for  the  punishment  that 
we  shall  receive  from  God,  whose  name  be  exalted ! 
How  hath  it  happened  that  all  this  time  hath  passed  over 
us  and  we  have  been  making  a  son  of  Adam  to  labour 
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for  us  ! — Then  she  gave  alms,*  and  prayed  for  the  for- 
giveness of  God.  And  the  man  remained  a  long  time 
in  the  house  without  work.  So  his  wife  said  to  him, 
How  long  wilt  thou  remain  in  the  house  without  work  ? 
Go  to  the  market  and  buy  for  us  an  ass  with  which  to 
work. — He  therefore  went  to  the  market,  and  stopped 
by  the  asses ;  and  lo,  he  beheld  his  own  ass  for  sale. 
And  when  he  recognised  it,  he  advanced  to  it,  and, 
putting  his  mouth  to  its  ear,  said  to  it,  Wo  to  thee, 
O  unlucky  !  Doubtless  thou  hast  returned  to  intoxication, 
and  beaten  thy  mother  again.  By  Allah,  I  will  never 
again  buy  thee ! — Then  he  left  it,  and  departed. 


ANECDOTE  OF  ANOOSHIRWAN. 

The  just  King,  Kisra  Anooshirwan,  f  rode  forth  one 
day  to  the  chase,  and  separated  himself  from  his  troops, 
pursuing  a  gazelle ;  and  as  he  proceeded  after  it,  he  saw 
a  tract  of  cultivated  land  near  unto  him.  He  was  ex- 
ceedingly thirsty ;  so  he  repaired  thither,  and,  going  to 
the  door  of  the  house  of  a  family,  he  asked  for  some 
water  to  drink ;  whereupon  there  came  forth  to  him  a 
damsel,  who  looked  at  him,  and  then  returned  to  the 
house,  and  pressed  for  him  a  single  sugar-cane,  mixed  its 
juice  with  water,  poured  it  into  a  cup,  and  put  into  it 
some  sweet-scented  substance  resembling  dust.  Then 
she  gave  it  to  Anooshirwan,  who  looked  into  the  cup, 

*  As  an  atonement. 

f  Anooshirwan,  or  Nooshirwan,  was  the  famous  Persian 
monarch  in  whose  reign  Mohammad  was  born,  and  whose 
justice  has  been  a  theme  of  countless  Oriental  writers. 
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Ill 


and  saw  in  it  something  like  dust.  He  therefore  drank 
it  slowly,  until  he  came  to  the  end  of  it,  when  he  said  to 
the  damsel,  O  damsel,  excellent  was  the  water,  and  how 
sweet  had  it  been  but  for  those  particles  swimming  upon 
the  surface  ;  for  they  rendered  it  turbid  !  The  damsel 
replied,  O  guest,  I  purposely  threw  into  it  those  particles 
which  rendered  it  turbid. — And  why  didst  thou  that  ? 
said  the  King.  She  answered,  Because  I  saw  thee  to 
be  violently  thirsty,  and  feared  that  thou  wouldst  drink 
it  at  a  single  draught,  and  it  would  have  been  injurious 
to  thee  ;  and  had  there  not  been  in  it  those  particles 
upon  the  surface,  thou  wouldst  have  drunk  it  up  quickly 
at  once,  and  thy  doing  so  would  have  been  hurtful  to 
thee.  So  the  just  King,  Anooshirwan,  wondered  at  her 
words  and  her  intelligence,  knowing  that  what  she  had 
said  had  proceeded  from  intelligence  and  acuteness  and 
excellence  of  understanding ;  and  he  said  to  her,  From 
how  many  canes  didst  thou  press  that  juice  ?  She  an- 
swered, From  one  cane.  And  Anooshirwan  wondered, 
and  demanded  the  register  of  the  taxes  that  arose  from 
the  village  there  ;  and  he  saw  that  its  taxes  were  little  ; 
wherefore  he  purposed  in  his  mind,  when  he  should  re- 
turn to  his  seat  of  government,  to  increase  those  taxes ; 
saying,  Wherefore  should  the  taxes  of  a  village  from  a 
single  sugar-cane  of  which  this  juice  proceedeth  be  so 
little  ? 

Then  he  departed  from  that  village  to  the  chase  ;  and 
at  the  close  of  the  day  he  returned  to  it,  and,  passing 
alone  by  that  door  again,  he  asked  a  second  time  for 
water  to  drink  ;  upon  which  that  same  damsel  came 
forth  to  him ;  and,  seeing  and  knowing  him,  she  returned 
to  bring  him  the  water.    But  she  was  long  absent  from 
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him.  So  Anooshirwan  hastened  her,  and  said,  Where- 
fore hast  thou  been  tardy  ?  She  answered,  Because  there 
proceeded  not  from  one  cane  as  much  as  thou  wantest ; 
therefore  I  pressed  three  canes  ;  and  there  came  not 
from  them  as  much  as  before  came  from  one  cane.  The 
King  said,  What  is  the  cause  of  that?  And  she  an- 
swered, The  cause  of  it  is,  that  the  purpose  of  the  Sultan 
hath  become  changed.  He  therefore  asked  her,  Whence 
learnedst  thou  this  ?  She  answered,  We  have  heard 
from  the  wise,  that,  when  the  purpose  of  the  Sultan 
becometh  changed  against  a  people,  their  prosperity 
ceaseth,  and  their  blessings  are  diminished.  And  Anoo- 
shirwan laughed,  and  dismissed  from  his  mind  that  which 
he  had  purposed  against  the  people ;  and  forthwith  he 
married  that  damsel,  being  pleased  with  the  excess  of 
her  intelligence  and  acuteness,  and  the  excellence  of  her 
speech. 

ANECDOTE  OF  KHUSROW  AND  SHEEREEN  AND  A 
FISHERMAN. 

Khusrow,  who  was  one  of  the  Kings  [of  Persia],  was 
fond  offish  ;  and  he  was  one  day  sitting  in  his  saloon, 
with  Sheereen,  his  wife,  when  there  came  a  fisherman 
with  a  large  fish,  which  he  gave  to  Khusrow.  And  the 
King  was  pleased  with  that  fish,  and  gave  orders  to  pre- 
sent the  man  with  four  thousand  pieces  of  silver.  But 
Sheereen  said  to  him,  Evil  is  that  which  thou  hast  done ! 
—And  why?  he  asked.  She  answered,  Because  if, 
after  this,  thou  give  any  one  of  thy  dependents  this  sum' 
he  will  despise  it,  and  say,  He  hath  given  me  the  like  of 
the  sum  which  he  gave  to  the  fisherman.    And  if  thou 
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give  him  less  than  that,  he  will  say,  He  hath  despised 
me,  and  given  me  less  than  he  gave  to  the  fisherman. — 
So  Khusrow  replied,  Thou  hast  spoken  truth ;  but  it  is 
disgraceful  in  Kings  to  take  back  their  gifts,  and  this 
hath  passed.  Sheereen  however  rejoined,  I  will  contrive 
for  thee  a  means  of  getting  back  the  present  from  him. 
— And  how  so?  said  he.  She  answered,  If  thou  desire 
that,  call  the  fisherman,  and  ask  him  of  what  species  is 
this  fish.  And  if  he  say  to  thee,  Of  such  a  species, — 
reply,  We  desired  one  of  another  kind. — He  therefore 
sent  after  the  fisherman,  who  returned ;  and  this  fisher- 
man was  a  person  of  intelligence  and  acuteness  ;  and  the 
King  Khusrow  asked  him,  of  what  species  was  the  fish 
which  he  had  brought ;  whereupon  the  fisherman  kissed 
the  ground,  and  said,  This  fish  is  of  a  mixed  kind,  and 
of  no  one  particular  species.  And  Khusrow  laughed  at 
his  words,  and  gave  orders  to  present  him  with  four 
thousand  more  pieces  of  silver. 

The  fisherman  therefore  went  to  the  treasurer,  and 
received  from  him  eight  thousand  pieces  of  silver,  which 
he  put  into  a  leathern  bag  that  he  had  with  him ;  and 
he  raised  it  upon  his  neck,  and  was  about  to  go  forth, 
when  there  fell  from  him  one  piece  of  silver;  upon 
which  he  set  down  the  leathern  bag  from  his  shoulders, 
and  stooped  to  pick  up  the  piece  of  silver,  and  took  it. 
Now  the  King  and  Sheereen  were  looking  at  him  ;  and 
Sheereen  said,  O  King,  hast  thou  seen  the  vileness  of 
this  man,  and  his  meanness,  in  that  when  there  fell  from 
him  a  piece  of  silver,  it  was  not  easy  for  him  to  leave  it 
for  one  of  the  pages  of  the  King  to  take  it  ?  And  when 
the  King  heard  her  words,  he  was  enraged  at  the  fisher- 
man, and  said,  Thou  hast  spoken  truth,  O  Sheereen. 
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Then  he  gave  orders  to  bring  back  the  fisherman,  and 
said  to  him,  O  thou  devoid  of  spirit !  Thou  art  not  a 
man  !  How  was  it  that  thou  puttest  down  this  money 
from  thy  shoulders,  and  stoopest  for  a  piece  of  silver, 
and  wast  too  covetous  to  leave  it  in  its  place  ? — But  the 
fisherman  kissed  the  ground,  and  answered,  May  God 
prolong  the  life  of  the  King  !  I  took  not  up  that  piece 
of  silver  from  the  ground  on  account  of  its  value  in  my 
estimation ;  but  I  did  so  because  upon  one  of  its  faces  is 
the  effigy  of  the  King,  and  upon  its  other  face  his  name, 
and  I  feared  that  some  person  might  put  his  foot  upon  it 
unknowingly,  and  that  would  be  dishonouring  the  name 
of  the  King,  and  his  effigy ;  and  I  should  be  the  one  to 
be  blamed  for  this  offence.  And  the  King  wondered  at 
his  words,  and  approved  what  he  said,  and  gave  orders 
to  present  him  with  four  thousand  more  pieces  of  silver. 
He  also  commanded  a  crier  to  proclaim  and  say,  It  is  not 
fit  that  any  one  should  follow  the  counsel  of  women  ;  for 
he  who  followeth  their  counsel  will  lose  with  his  piece 
of  silver  two  pieces  of  silver  beside. 


ANECDOTE  OF  A  HOMICIDE. 

The  shereef  Hoseyn  the  son  of  Reiyan  hath  related, 
that  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  'Omar  the  son  of  El-' 
Khattab,  was  sitting  one  day  to  judge  the  people,  and  to 
exercise  jurisdiction  among  his  subjects,  attended  by  the 
chiefs  of  his  companions,  of  those  possessed  of  judgment 
and  just  perception.  And  as  he  sat,  there  approached 
him  a  young  man,  of  the  most  comely  of  young  men,  of 
clean  apparel,  upon  whom  two  of  the  most  comely  of 
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young  men  had  laid  hold ;  and  they  dragged  him  by  the 
upper  edge  of  his  vest,  and  stationed  him  before  the  Prince 
of  the  Faithful.  So  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful  looked  at 
the  two  young  men,  and  at  the  other,  and,  having  ordered 
them  to  withdraw  from  him,  caused  him  to  draw  near 
unto  him,  and  said  to  the  two  young  men,  What  is  your 
affair  with  him  ? — O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  they  an- 
swered, we  are  two  brothers  by  the  same  mother,  and 
suited  to  follow  the  truth.  We  had  a  father,  a  very  old 
man,  prudent,  honoured  among  the  tribes,  free  from  mean- 
nesses, well  known  for  virtues,  who  reared  us  from  in- 
fancy, and  bestowed  on  us  great  favours,  a  person  of  abun- 
dant virtues  and  illustrious  actions,  deserving  of  the  praise 
of  the  poet : — 

They  said,  Is  Aboo  Sakr  of  Sheyban  ?  I  answered 
them,  Nay,  by  my  life ;  but  Sheyban  is  of  him  :* 

For  how  many  a  father  hath  derived  eminence  from  a 
noble  son,  as  did  'Adnan  from  God's  Apostle ! 

And  he  went  forth  to  an  orchard  belonging  to  him,  to 
recreate  himself  among  its  trees,  and  to  pluck  its  ripe 
fruits,  and  this  young  man  slew  him,  swerving  from  the 
path  of  rectitude.  We  therefore  request  thee  to  retaliate 
his  offence,  and  to  pass  sentence  upon  him  in  accordance 
with  the  command  of  God. 

So  'Omar  cast  a  terrifying  glance  at  the  young  man, 
and  said  to  him,  Thou  hast  heard  what  these  two  young 
men  have  stated.  What  then  sayest  thou  in  reply  ? — 
Now  that  young  man  was  of  firm  heart  and  bold  tongue  ; 
he  had  cast  off  the  garments  of  dastardy,  and  divested 
himself  of  the  apparel  of  fear :  so  he  smiled,  and  spoke 

*  "  Sheyban  "  is  the  name  of  a  tribe. 
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with  a  most  eloquent  tongue,  complimenting  the  Prince 
of  the  Faithful  with  elegant  language.  Then  he  said, 
By  Allah,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  I  have  retained  in 
my  mind  their  charge,  and  they  have  spoken  truth  in  that 
which  they  have  said  in  relating  what  happened  ;  and  the 
command  of  God  is  a  determinate  decree.  But  I  will 
state  my  case  before  thee,  and  it  is  thine  to  decide  upon 
it.  Know,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  that  I  am  of  the 
choicest  of  the  genuine  Arabs,  who  are  the  most  noble  of 
the  races  under  heaven.  I  grew  up  in  the  dwellings  of 
the  desert,  and  gloomy  times  of  oppressive  sterility 
afflicted  my  people ;  wherefore  I  came  to  the  environs 


ANECDOTE  OF  A  HOMICIDE. 


117 


of  this  town,  with  my  family  and  wealth  and  children.  I 
followed  one  of  the  roads  around  it  leading  amid  its  gar- 
dens of  trees,  with  she-camels  of  high  estimation  and  dear 
unto  me,  among  which  was  a  male  camel  of  high  breed 
and  of  numerous  offspring  and  beautiful  form,  whereby 
they  bore  abundantly,  and  he  walked  among  them  like  a 
king  wearing  a  crown.  Now  one  of  the  she-camels  ran 
away  to  the  orchard  of  the  father  of  these  two  young  men, 
and  its  trees  appeared  above  the  wall,  and  she  reached 
them  with  her  lips :  so  I  drove  her  away  from  that  or- 
chard. But  lo,  a  sheykh  appeared  through  an  interstice 
of  the  wall,  the  flame  of  his  rage  casting  forth  sparks,  and 
with  a  stone  hi  his  right  hand  ;  and  he  walked  like  the 
lion  that  swayeth  in  his  pace,  and,  smiting  the  male 
camel  with  that  stone,  he  killed  it ;  for  the  stone  struck 
its  eye.  Therefore  when  I  saw  that  the  male  camel  had 
fallen  down  by  my  side,  I  felt  the  burning  coals  of  anger 
lighted  in  my  heart,  and  I  took  up  that  same  stone,  and 
smote  him  with  it,  and  it  was  the  cause  of  his  destruction. 
Thus  he  found  an  evil  result  to  his  action  ;  the  man  being 
killed  with  that  wherewith  he  had  killed.  And  when 
he  was  struck  with  the  stone,  he  uttered  a  great  cry  and 
a  painful  shriek  ;  whereupon  I  hastened  from  my  place  ^ 
but  these  two  young  men  hastened  after  me,  and  laid 
hold  upon  me ;  and  they  brought  me  unto  thee,  and 
placed  me  before  thee. 

On  hearing  this  'Omar  (may  God,  whose  name  be 
exalted,  be  well  pleased  with  him !)  said,  Thou  hast  con- 
fessed the  crime  that  thou  hast  committed :  liberation 
hath  become  difficult,  retaliation  is  necessary,  and  there 
is  no  opportunity  of  escape.  The  young  man  replied,  I 
hear  and  obey  the  sentence  which  the  Imam  hath  passed, 
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and  consent  to  that  which  the  law  of  El-Islam  requireth. 
But  I  have  a  young  brother,  and  he  had  an  old  father, 
who,  before  his  death,  assigned  him  abundant  wealth, 
and  a  great  sum  of  gold,  and  committed  the  care  of  him 
to  me,  calling  God  to  witness  against  me,  and  saying, 
This  is  in  trust  with  thee  for  thy  brother :  keep  it  then 
carefully.  I  therefore  received  that  money  from  him, 
and  buried  it ;  and  no  one  knoweth  of  it  but  myself.  So 
if  thou  now  pass  sentence  of  death  upon  me,  the  wealth 
will  be  lost,  and  thou  wilt  be  the  cause  of  its  loss,  and 
the  child  will  sue  thee  for  his  right  on  the  day  when  God 
will  judge  his  creatures.  But  if  thou  grant  me  three 
days'  delay,  I  will  appoint  some  one  to  act  as  guardian  to 
the  boy,  and  I  will  return  to  discharge  my  obligation  ; 
and  I  have  one  who  will  be  my  surety  for  the  fulfilment 
of  this  promise.— And  upon  this  the  Prince  of  the  Faith- 
ful hung  down  his  head.  Then  he  looked  at  those  who 
were  present,  and  said,  Who  will  be  surety  unto  me  for 
his  return  to  his  place  ?— And  the  young  man  looked  at 
the  faces  of  those  who  composed  the  assembly,  and,  point- 
ing to  Aboo  Dharr*  in  preference  to  the  rest  of  the  per- 
sons present,  said,  This  will  be  my  guarantee  and  my 
surety.  So  'Omar  (may  God,  whose  name  be  exalted, 
be  well  pleased  with  him  !)  said,  O  Aboo  Dharr,  hast 
thou  heard  this  saying,  and  wilt  thou  be  surety  unto  me 
for  the  return  of  this  young  man  ?  He  answered,  Yes, 
O  Prince  of  the  Faithful :  I  will  be  surety  for  him  for 
three  daj  s.  'Omar,  therefore,  consented  to  this,  and 
gave  permission  to  the  young  man  to  depart. 

And  when  the  period  of  delay  had  drawn  towards  its 

*  A  celebrated  and  highly  esteemed  relaterof  the  sayings 
and  actions  of  the  Prophet. 
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close,  and  the  time  had  almost  expired,  or  had  expired,  the 
young  man  had  not  come  unto  the  assembly  of  'Omar,  whom 
the  Companions*  were  surrounding  like  the  stars  around 
the  moon.  Aboo  Dharr  was  present,  and  the  plaintiffs 
were  waiting,  and  they  said,  Where  is  the  delinquent, 

0  Aboo  Dharr  ?  How  shall  he  who  hath  fled  return  ? 
But  we  will  not  move  from  our  place  until  thou  bring  him 
to  us,  that  our  blood-revenge  may  be  taken. — Aboo  Dharr 
replied,  By  the  Omniscient  King,  if  the  three  days  ex- 
pire, and  the  young  man  shall  not  have  come,  I  will  dis- 
charge the  obligation  of  surety,  and  surrender  myself  to 
the  Imam  !  And  'Omar  (may  God  be  well  pleased  with 
him !)  said,  By  Allah,  if  the  young  man  delay  his  coming, 

1  will  assuredly  pass  sentence  upon  Aboo  Dharr  accord- 
ing as  the  law  of  El-Islam  requireth  !  And  upon  this, 
the  tears  of  the  persons  present  flowed,  and  the  sighs  of 
the  spectators  rose,  and  great  was  the  clamour.  The 
chiefs  of  the  Companions  proposed  to  the  two  young 
men  to  take  the  pecuniary  compensation,  and  obtain  the 
thanks  of  the  people.  But  they  refused,  and  would  ad- 
mit nothing  but  the  taking  of  the  blood-revenge. 

While  the  people,  however,  were  in  a  state  of  tumult 
and  clamour  in  their  lamentation  for  Aboo  Dharr,  lo,  the 
young  man  approached,  and  stood  before  the- Imam,  and 
greeted  him  with  the  most  courteous  salutation.  His  face 
was  shining  brightly,  and  glistening  with  perspiration  ; 
and  he  said  to  the  Imam,  I  have  committed  the  youth 
unto  his  maternal  uncles,  and  acquainted  them  with  all 
his  affairs,  and  informed  them  of  what  had  been  done 
with  his  wealth :  then  I  rushed  into  the  sultry  mid-day 


*  The  Companions  of  the  Prophet. 


120 


ARABIAN  TALES  AND  ANECDOTES. 


heat,  and  fulfilled  my  promise  with  the  fidelity  of  the  in- 
genuous.    And  the  people  wondered  at  his  veracity  and 
good  faith,  his  ready  offering  of  himself  to  death,  and  his 
boldness.    And  some  of  them  said,  How  generous  a 
young  man  art  thou,  and  how  faithful  in  the  performance 
of  thy  promise  and  duty  !    But  the  young  man  replied, 
Are  ye  not  convinced  that  when  the  period  of  death  hath 
come,  no  one  can  escape  from  it  ?    Verily  I  fulfilled  my 
promise  that  it  might  not  be  said,  Fidelity  hath  departed 
from  among  men.— And  Aboo  Dharr  said,  By  Allah,  O 
Prince  of  the  Faithful,  I  became  surety  for  this  young 
man,  and  knew  not  of  what  tribe  he  was,  nor  had  I  seen 
him  before  that  day.    But  when  he  turned  from  all  else 
who  were  present,  and  desired  me,  and  said,  This  will  be 
surety  and  guarantee  for  me,— I  deemed  it  not  right  to 
reject  him,  and  humanity  refused  to  disappoint  his  desire  ; 
for  there  is  no  evil  in  complying  with  a  desire,  that  it 
may  not  be  said,  Virtue  hath  departed  from  among  men. 
—And  upon  this,  the  two  young  men  said,  O  Prince  of 
the  Faithful,  we  give  up  to  this  young  man  the  blood  of 
our  father,  since  he  hath  converted  sadness  into  a  cause 
of  cheerfulness,  that  it  may  not  be  said,  Kindness  hath 
departed  from  among  men.    And  the  Imam  rejoiced  at 
the  pardon  granted  to  the  young  man,  and  at  his  veracity 
and  his  fidelity  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  and  he 
highly  extolled  the  humanity  of  Aboo  Dharr  above  his 
companions,  and  approved  of  the  resolution  of  the  young 
men  in  the  showing  of  kindness :  he  bestowed  upon  them 
grateful  thanks,  and  recited,  as  applicable  to  their  case, 
the  saying  of  the  poet : — 

He  who  acteth  kindly  among  men  will  be  requited  for 
it.    Kindness  is  not  lost  with  God  nor  with  men. 
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Then  he  offered  to  pay  them  the  fine  for  their  father's 
blood  from  the  government  treasury.  But  they  said, 
Verily  we  pardoned  him  from  a  desire  of  seeing  the  face 
of  God,  the  Bountiful,  the  Exalted  ;  and  he  whose  inten- 
tion is  of  this  nature  doth  not  make  his  kindness  to  be 
followed  by  reproach  for  his  benefits,  nor  by  detriment. 


COMPACT  OF  MESROOR  WITH  IBN  EL-KARIBEE. 

The  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  Haroon  Er-Rasheed,  was 
troubled  one  night  with  an  exceeding  restlessness ;  so  he 
said  to  his  Wezeer  Jaafar  the  son  of  Yahya  El-Barmekee, 
I  am  sleepless  this  night,  and  my  heart  is  contracted,  and 
I  know  not  what  to  do.  Now  his  eunuch  Mesroor  was 
standing  before  him,  and  he  laughed.  The  Khaleefeh 
therefore  said  to  him,  At  what  dost  thou  laugh?  Dost 
thou  laugh  in  contempt  of  me,  or  because  thou  art  mad  ?— 
He  answered,  No,  by  Allah,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful, 
by  thy  relationship  to  the  chief  of  Apostles,  I  did  it  not 
willingly ;  but  I  went  forth  yesterday  to  walk  without 
the  palace,  and  proceeded  until  I  came  to  the  bank  of  the 
Tigris,  where  I  saw  a  crowd  of  people  collected  toge- 
ther: so  I  stopped,  and  I  saw  a  man  making  the  people 
laugh.  He  is  named  Ibn  El-Karibee.  And  I  remem- 
bered just  now  his  words,  and  laughter  overcame  me  ;  for 
which  I  beg  thy  pardon,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful.— 
Upon  this,  the  Khaleefeh  said,  Bring  him  unto  me  im- 
mediately. Mesroor  therefore  went  forth  and  hastened 
until  he  came  to  Ibn  El-Karibee;  and  he  said  to  him, 
Answer  the  summons  of  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful.— I 
hear  and  obey,  replied  Ibn  El-Karibee.    And  Mesroor 
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said  to  him,  But  on  the  condition  that,  if  thou  go  in  to 
him  and  he  bestow  upon  thee  anything,  the  quarter  of  it 
shall  be  thine,  and  the  rest  be  mine. — Nay,  replied 
Ibn  El-Karibee,  thou  shalt  have  half,  and  I  half.  But 
Mesroor  said,  No.  And  Ibn  El-Karibee  said,  I  will 
have  a  third,  and  thou  shalt  have  two  thirds.  And  to 
this  Mesroor  assented,  after  excessive  striving. 

Then  Ibn  El-Karibee  arose  and  went  with  him,  and 
when  he  came  into  the  presence  of  the  Prince  of  the 
Faithful,  he  greeted  him  with  the  salutation  usually  given 
to  Khaleefehs,  and  stood  before  him ;  and  the  Prince  of 
the  Faithful  said  to  him,  If  thou  do  not  make  me  laugh,  I 
will  beat  thee  three  times  with  this  leathern  bag.  So  Ibn 
El-Karibee  said  within  himself,  And  it  will  be  no  great 
matter  if  three  blows  be  inflicted  with  this  leathern  bag, 
when  beating  with  whips  hurteth  me  not.  For  he  ima- 
gined that  the  leathern  bag  was  empty.  He  then  uttered 
sayings  that  would  make  the  enraged  to  laugh,  with  va- 
rieties of  drolleries  ;  but  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful  laughed 
not,  nor  even  smiled  ;  and  Ibn  El-Karibee  wondered  at 
him,  and  was  vexed,  and  feared ;  and  the  Prince  of  the 
Faithful  said  to  him,  Now  thou  hast  deserved  the  beating. 
Accordingly,  he  took  the  leathern  bag,  and  beat  him 
once  ;  and  there  were  in  it  four  pebbles,  each  pebble  of 
the  weight  of  two  pounds ;  and  the  blow  fell  upon  his 
neck  :  so  he  uttered  a  great  cry,  and,  remembering  the 
agreement  made  between  him  and  Mesroor,  he  said,  Par- 
don, O  Prince  of  the  Faithful !  Hear  from  me  two 
words ! — The  Khaleefeh  replied,  Say  what  thou  wilt. 
And  he  said,  Verily  Mesroor  imposed  on  me  a  condition, 
and  I  agreed  with  him  respecting  it ;  and  it  was,  that  of 
whatsoever  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful  should  bestow  up- 
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on  me,  one  third  of  it  should  be  for  me,  and  two  thirds 
for  him  ;  and  he  consented  not  to  this  my  proposal  save 
after  excessive  striving.    Now  thou  hast  not  bestowed  on 
me  aught  save  beating,  and  this  blow  is  my  share,  and 
the  remaining  two  blows  are  his  share  ;  for  I  have  received 
my  share,  and  here  he  is  standing,  O  Prince  of  the  Faith- 
ful;  therefore  pay  him  his.— And  when  the  Prince  of 
the  Faithful  heard  his  words,  he  laughed  until  he  fell 
backwards  ;  and,  having  called  Mesroor,  he  gave  him  a 
blow,  whereupon  he  cried  out,  and  said,  O  Prince  of  the 
Faithful,  the  third  sufficeth  me,  and  do  thou  give  him  the 
two  thirds.    And  the  Khaleefeh  laughed  at  them,  and 
gave  orders  to  present  each  of  them  with  a  thousand 
pieces  of  gold.     And  they  departed,  rejoiced  at  that 
which  he  had  bestowed  upon  them. 


ANECDOTE  OF  A  DEVOTEE,  SON  OF  HAROON 
ER-RASHEED. 

The  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  Haroon  Er-Rasheed,  had 
a  son  who  had  attained  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  he 
was  averse  from  the  world,  following  the  course  of  the 
abstinent  and  the  devotees.  He  used  to  go  forth  to  the 
burial-grounds,  and  to  say,  Ye  were  in  possession  of  the 
world  ;  but  that  saved  you  not ;  and  ye  have  gone  unto 
your  graves.  Would  then  that  I  knew  what  ye  said,  and 
what  was  said  unto  you  !— And  he  wept  as  the  fearful  and 
the  dreading,  and  recited  the  saying  of  the  poet  :— 

The  funerals  constantly  terrify  me,  and  the  weeping  of 
the  wailing  women  grieveth  nie. 
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And  it  happened  that  his  father  passed  by  him  one  day, 
proceeding  in  state,  surrounded  by  his  Wezeers  and  the 
great  men  of  his  empire  and  of  the  people  of  his  domi- 
nions, and  they  saw  the  son  of  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful 
with  a  woollen  jubbeh*  upon  his  body,  and  a  piece  of 
woollen  stuff  (as  a  turban)  upon  his  head.    So  one  of  them 
said  to  another,  This  youth  hath  disgraced  the  Prince  of 
the  Faithful  among  the  Kings,  and  if  he  reproved  him, 
he  would  relinquish  his  present  course.    And  the  Prince 
of  the  Faithful,  hearing  their  words,  spoke  to  him  on 
that  subject,  and  said  to  him,  O  my  child,  thou  hast  dis- 
graced me  by  thy  present  life.    But  his  son  looked  at 
him,  and  answered  him  not.    Then  he  looked  at  a  bird 
upon  one  of  the  battlements  of  the  palace,  and  said  to 
it,  O  bird,  by  Him  who  created  thee,  drop  upon  my  hand. 
Whereupon  the  bird  darted  down  upon  the  youth's  hand. 
And  he  said  to  it,  Return  to  thy  place.    And  it  returned. 
He  then  said  to  it,  Drop  upon  the  hand  of  the  Prince  of 
the  Faithful.    But  it  refused  to  do  so.    And  the  youth 
said  to  his  father,  Thou  hast  disgraced  me  among  the 
Weleesf  by  thy  love  of  the  world,  and  I  have  resolved  to 
part  from  thee,  never  to  return  unto  thee  save  in  the 
world  to  come.    Then  he  went  down  the  river  to  El- 
Basrah,  where  he  employed  himself  in  working  with  the 
labourers  in  mud  ;  J  and  he  worked  not  each  day  save  for 
a  piece  of  silver  and  a  sixth  ;  with  the  sixth  he  fed  him- 
self ;  and  with  the  piece  of  silver  he  gave  alms. 

Aboo  'A'mir  of  El-Basrah  hath  related  as  follows.— A 

*  A  long  outer  vest, 
f  The  favourites  of  God,  or  saints. 
J  That  is,  in  building,  in  which  mud  is  largely  used, 
with,  or  instead  of,  lime.  3 
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wall  having  fallen  in  my  house,  I  went  forth  to  the  station 
of  the  labourers,  to  see  for  a  man  to  repair  it ;  and  my 
eye  fell  upon  a  comely  youth,  of  beautiful  countenance ; 
whereupon  I  went  to  him  and  saluted  him  and  said  to 
him,  O  my  friend,  dost  thou  desire  service  ?    He  an- 
swered, Yes.    And  I  said,  Arise  and  come  with  me  to 
build  a  wall.    He  replied,  On  certain  conditions  which  I 
will  impose  upon  thee. — O  my  friend,  said  I,  what  arc 
they  ?    He  answered,  The  hire  shall  be  a  piece  of  silver 
and  a  sixth ;  and  when  the  Mueddin  chanteth  the  call  to 
prayer,  thou  shalt  let  me  go  to  pray  with  the  congrega- 
tion.   I  replied,  Well.    Then  I  took  him  and  went  with 
him  to  the  house,  and  he  worked  in  a  manner  of  which  I 
have  not  seen  the  like.    And  I  mentioned  to  him  the 
dinner  ;  but  he  said,  No :— so  I  knew  that  he  was  fast- 
ing.   And  when  he  heard  the  call  to  prayer,  he  said  to 
me,  Thou  knowest  the  condition.    I  replied,  Yes.  And 
he  loosed  his  girdle,  and  applied  himself  to  the  ablution, 
performing  it  in  a  manner  that  I  have  not  seen  surpassed.* 
He  then  went  forth  to  prayer,  and,  having  prayed  with 
the  congregation,  he  returned  to  his  work.    And  when 
the  afternoon -call  to  prayer  was  chanted,  he  performed 
the  ablution  again  and  went  to  prayer,  and  returned  to  his 
work.    Upon  this  I  said  to  him,  O  my  friend,  the  period 
of  work  is  ended  ;  for  the  work  of  the  labourers  is  until 
the  time  of  afternoon-prayers.    But  he  replied,  Extolled 
be  the  perfection  of  God!    Verily  my  work  is  until 
night. — And  he  ceased  not  to  work  till  night,  when  I 
gave  him  two  pieces  of  silver ;  on  seeing  which,  he  said, 

*  Numerous  ejaculations  (short  prayers)  are  uttered  by 
the  more  strict  Muslims  in  the  performance  of  the  ablution ; 
but  most  persons  more  or  less  neglect  these. 
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What  is  this  ?  I  answered,  By  Allah,  this  is  but  a  por- 
tion of  thy  hire,  on  account  of  thy  diligence  in  my  ser- 
vice. But  he  threw  them  back  to  me,  saying,  I  desire 
not  any  addition  to  that  for  which  we  agreed  together. 
I  urged  him  ;  but  could  not  prevail  upon  him.  So  I  gave 
him  a  piece  of  silver  and  a  sixth,  and  he  went  away. 

And  when  the  next  morning  came,  I  went  early  to  the 
station ;  but  found  him  not.  I  therefore  inquired  re- 
specting him  ;  and  it  was  told  me,  He  cometh  not  hither 
save  on  Saturday  only.  And  when  the  next  Saturday 
arrived,  I  repaired  to  that  place,  and  found  him  ;  and  I 
said  to  him,  In  the  name  of  Allah,  do  me  the  favour  to 
come  to  work.  He  replied,  On  the  conditions  which 
thou  knowest.  I  said,  Yes.  And  I  went  with  him  to 
my  house,  and  stood  and  looked  at  him  without  his  see- 
ing me.  And  he  took  a  handful  of  mud,  and  placed  it 
upon  the  wall,  and  lo,  the  stones  ranged  themselves  one 
upon  another.  So  I  said,  Thus  are  the  Welees  of  God  ! 
He  worked  that  day,  and  exceeded  what  he  had  done 
before ;  and  when  the  night  came,  I  paid  him  his  hire, 
and  he  took  it  and  departed. 

Again,  on  the  third  Saturday,  I  went  to  the  station ; 
but  found  him  not ;  wherefore  I  asked  respecting  him, 
and  was  answered,  He  is  sick,  and  lying  in  the  booth  of 
such  a  woman.  This  was  an  old  woman  well  known  for 
devotion,  and  she  had  a  booth  of  reeds  in  the  burial-ground. 
And  I  went  to  the  booth,  and  entered  it ;  and  lo,  he  was 
lying  upon  the  ground,  with  nothing  under  him  ;  he  had 
placed  his  head  upon  an  unburnt  brick,  and  his  face  was 
beaming  with  light.  I  saluted  him,  and  he  returned  my 
salutation  ;  and  I  seated  myself  at  his  head,  weeping  on 
account  of  his  youth,  and  his  absence  from  his  native 
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place,  and  his  aptness  to  the  obedience  of  his  Lord. 
Then  I  said  to  him,  Hast  thou  any  want?  He  answered, 
Yes.— And  what  is  it?  I  asked.  He  answered,  To- 
morrow come  to  me,  at  the  mid-time  between  sunrise 
and  noon,  and  thou  wilt  find  me  dead.  Wash  me, 
and  dig  my  grave  without  acquainting  any  one  with  it ; 
and  shroud  me  in  this  jubbeh  that  is  upon  me  ;  and  after 
unsewing  it,  search  its  breast,  take  forth  what  is  within 
it,  and  keep  it  in  thy  possession.  Then,  when  thou  hast 
prayed  over  me,  and  deposited  my  body  in  the  earth, 
repair  to  Baghdad,  and  watch  for  the  Khaleefeh,  Haroon 
Er-Rasheed,  until  he  cometh  forth,  and  give  him  what 
thou  shalt  find  in  the  breast  of  my  jubbeh,  with  my  salu- 
tation.—Having  said  this,  he  repeated  the  professions  of 
the  faith,  and  praised  his  Lord  with  the  most  eloquent 
words,  and  recited  these  verses  : — 

Convey  the  deposit  of  him  whom  death  awaiteth  to 
Er-Rasheed ;  for  thou  wilt  be  rewarded  for  that 

And  say  to  him,  A  stranger,  desirous  of  beholding  thee, 
long  loving  and  distant,  hath  offered  thee  his 

Neither^natred  nor  weariness  hath  removed  him  from 
thee ;  for  by  kissing  thy  right  hand,*  he  is  brought 
near  to  God : 

But  that  which  hath  estranged  him  from  thee,  O  my 
father,  is  a  soul  which  forbeareth  to  share  thy 
worldly  pleasures. 
Then  he  employed  himself  in  begging  God's  forgiveness, 
and  in  prayer,  and  invoking  blessings  upon  the  chief  of 
the  just,f  and  reciting  some  verses  of  the  Kur-an,  and 
repeated  these  lines  : — 

*  That  is,  by  honouring  thee  as  his  father. 
J  The  Prophet. 
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0  my  father,  be  not  thou  deceived  by  enjoyment ;  for 
life        pass  away>  and  enjoyment  will  end. 

When  thou  art  informed  that  a  people  are  oppressed, 
know  that  thou  wilt  be  inquired  of  respecting 
them;* 

And  when  thou  conveyest  a  corpse  unto  the  tombs, 
know  that  thou  likewise  wilt  be  borne  after  it 

And  when  the  youth  had  ended  his  charge  and  his  re- 
citations, I  departed  from  him,  and  went  to  my  house. 
And  in  the  following  morning  I  repaired  to  him  again, 
at  the  mid-time  between  sunrise  and  noon,  and  found 

*  On  the  day  of  judgment. 
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that  he  had  died.  May  the  mercy  of  God  be  on  him ! 
So  I  washed  him,  and  unsewed  his  jubbeh,  and  I  found 
in  its  breast  a  ruby  worth  thousands  of  pieces  of  gold ; 
whereupon  I  said  within  myself,  By  Allah,  this  young 
man  hath  abstained  from  worldly  pleasures  with  the  ex- 
treme of  abstinence ! 

Then,  after  I  had  buried  him,  I  repaired  to  Baghdad, 
and,  arriving  at  the  palace  of  the  Khaleefch,  I  watched 
for  Er-Rasheed's  coming  forth  until  he  came ;  when  I 
presented  myself  before  him  in  one  of  the  streets,  and 
gave  to  him  the  ruby.  As  soon  as  he  saw  it,  he  knew  it, 
and  fell  down  in  a  fit ;  upon  which  the  servants  laid  hold 
upon  me ;  but  when  he  recovered,  he  said  to  them, 
Loose  him,  and  send  him  with  courtesy  to  the  palace. 
So  they  did  as  he  commanded  them ;  and  on  his  entering 
his  palace,  he  summoned  me,  and  took  me  into  his 
chamber,  and  said  to  me,  What  did  the  owner  of  this 
ruby  ?  I  answered  him,  He  is  dead.  And  I  described 
to  him  his  case ;  whereupon  he  wept,  and  said,  The 
son  hath  profited,  and  the  father  hath  been  disappointed ! 
Then  he  called  out,  O  such-a-one  !  (naming  a  female)  ; 
— and  a  woman  came  forth  ;  but  when  she  saw  me,  she 
was  about  to  return  :  so  he  said  to  her,  Come  hither. 
Thou  needest  not  mind  him. — She  therefore  entered  and 
saluted,  and  he  threw  to  her  the  ruby ;  on  seeing  which 
she  uttered  a  great  cry,  and  fell  down  in  a  fit.  And 
when  she  recovered  from  her  fit,  she  said,  O  Prince  of 
the  Faithful,  what  hath  God  done  with  my  son  ?  He 
said  to  me,  Acquaint  her  with  his  case.  And  weeping 
overcame  him.  Accordingly  I  informed  her  of  his  case  ; 
and  she  began  to  weep,  and  to  say  with  a  faint  voice,  O, 
how  I  longed  to  meet  thee !    O  delight  of  mine  eye ! 

G 
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Would  that  I  had  given  thee  to  drink  w  hen  thou  foundest 
not  any  to  do  so  !  Would  that  I  had  cheered  thee  when 
thou  foundest  not  a  cheerer ! — Then  she  poured  forth 
tears,  and  recited  these  verses  : — 

I  weep  for  a  stranger  who  died  in  solitude,  with  no 

friend  unto  whom  to  complain  of  his  misery. 
After  glory,  and  union  with  those  who  loved  him,  he 

became  lone  and  desolate,  seeing  no  one. 
What  fortune  concealeth  a  while,  will  be  manifest. 

Death  never  spareth  any  one  among  us. 
O  absent !  my  Lord  decreed  thine  absence ;  and  after 

nearness  thou  becamest  remote  from  me  ! 
Though  death  makes  me  hopeless  of  meeting  thee  now, 

O  my  son,  we  shall  meet  on  the  day  of  account. 

And  I  said,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  was  he  thy  son  ? 
He  answered,  Yes ;  and  before  I  held  this  office,  he  used 
to  visit  the  learned  men,  and  keep  company  with  the 
just :  and  when  I  assumed  this  office,  he  avoided  me, 
and  estranged  himself  from  me.  So  I  said  to  his  mother, 
This  youth  is  devoted  unto  God  (whose  name  be  ex- 
alted!), and  probably  adversities  may  befall  him,  and  he 
may  be  afflicted  with  trials  ;  therefore  give  to  him  this 
ruby,  that  he  may  find  it  in  the  time  of  his  wanting  it. 
Accordingly,  she  gave  it  to  him,  conjuring  him  to  retain 
it,  and  he  complied  with  her  desire  and  took  it  from  her. 
Then  he  left  our  worldly  enjoyments  to  us,  and  absented 
himself  from  us,  and  ceased  not  to  remain  absent  from 
us  until,  pious  and  pure,  he  met  God,  to  whom  be 
ascribed  might  and  glory ! 

And  after  this,  the  Khaleefeh  said  to  me,  Arise,  and 
show  me  his  tomb.  I  therefore  went  forth  with  him, 
and  journeyed  on  until  I  showed  it  to  him  ;  w  hereupon 
he  wept  and  lamented  until  he  fell  down  in  a  fit ;  and 
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when  he  recovered  from  his  fit,  he  begged  forgiveness  of 
God,  and  said,  Verily  to  God  we  belong,  and  verily 
unto  Him  we  return !  And  he  invoked  blessings  on  his 
son.  After  which,  he  asked  me  to  become  his  associate  ; 
but  I  replied,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  I  have,  in  the 
case  of  thy  son,  the  most  momentous  of  admonitions. 


ANECDOTE  OF  AN  ILLITERATE  SCHOOLMASTER. 

It  is  related  that  a  certain  man  among  the  collegians,* 
neither  acquainted  with  writing  nor  with  reading,  prac- 
tised stratagems  upon  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining his  bread.  And  it  occurred  to  his  mind  one  day 
that  he  should  open  for  himself  a  school,  and  teach  boys 
in  it  to  read.  So  he  collected  writing-tablets  and  written 
papers,  and  hung  them  up  in  a  place,  and  he  enlarged 
his  turban, f  and  seated  himself  at  the  door  of  the  school. 
The  people  therefore,  passing  by  him,  and  looking  at  his 
turban,  and  at  the  writing-tablets  and  papers,  imagined 
that  he  was  an  excellent  fakeeh,J  and  brought  to  him 
their  children.    And  he  used  to  say  to  this  one,  Write  ; 

*  In  the  original,  "  mujawireen."  This  appellation  is 
given  to  persons  who  reside  in  or  near  a  collegiate  mosque, 
for  the  purpose  of  study,  attending  lectures,  &c. 

f  Most  of  the  professors  of  religion  and  law  used  to  wear, 
and  many  do  still,  a  very  large  and  formal  turban ;  and  a 
great  turban  is  generally  regarded  by  the  vulgar  as  an  indi- 
cation of  great  learning. 

X  This  appellation  is  now  usually  given  only  to  a  person 
deeply  versed  in  religion  and  law ;  the  term  "  fikee,"  which 
is  a  corruption  of  "  fakeeh,"  being  commonly  applied  to  a 
man  who  merely  recites  the  Kur-an,  &c  professionally,  or 
who  teaches  children. 

G  2 


132 


ARABIAN  TALES  AND  ANECDOTES. 


— and  to  this,  Read  ;— and  thus  the  boys  taught  one  an- 
other. But  as  he  was  sitting  one  day  at  the  door  of  the 
school  as  usual,  lo,  a  woman  approached  from  a  distance, 
with  a  letter  in  her  hand  ;  whereupon  he  said  within 
himself,  Without  doubt  this  woman  is  coming  to  me,  that 
I  may  read  to  her  the  letter  that  she  holdeth ;  and  how 
shall  I  manage  with  her,  when  I  know  not  how  to  read 
writing  ?  He  meditated  upon  descending  to  flee  from 
her  ;  but  she  came  up  to  him  before  he  had  descended, 
and  said  to  him,  Whither  goest  thou  ?  He  answered 
her,  I  desire  to  perform  the  noon-prayers,  and  to  return. 
— Noon,  she  replied,  is  yet  distant :  therefore  read  for 
me  this  letter.  And  he  took  it  from  her,  and  turned  it 
upside  down,  and  began  to  look  at  it ;  and  one  moment 
he  shook  his  turban,  and  another  moment  moved  about 
his  eyebrows,  and  manifested  rage.  Now  the  husband 
of  the  woman  was  absent,  and  the  letter  was  sent  to  her 
from  him.  So  when  she  saw  the  fakeeh  in  this  state, 
she  said  within  herself,  No  doubt  my  husband  is  dead, 
and  this  fakeeh  is  ashamed  to  tell  me  that  he  is  dead. 
She  therefore  said  to  him,  O  my  master,  if  he  be  dead, 
tell  me.  And  he  shook  his  head,  and  was  silent.  And 
the  woman  said  to  him,  Shall  I  rend  my  clothes  ? — 
Rend,  he  answered. — Shall  I  slap  my  face?  she  asked. 
He  answered  her,  Slap. 

So  she  took  the  letter  from  his  hand,  and  returned  to 
her  abode ;  and  she  and  her  children  began  to  weep  ; 
whereupon  some  of  her  neighbours,  hearing  the  weeping, 
inquired  respecting  her  state  ;  and  were  answered,  A 
letter  hath  come  to  her  acquainting  her  with  the  death 
of  her  husband.  But  a  man  among  them  replied,  Verily 
this  assertion  is  false ;  for  her  husband  sent  me  a  letter 
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yesterday  informing  me  in  it  that  he  was  well,  in  pro- 
sperity and  health,  and  that  after  ten  days  he  will  be 
with  her.  And  he  arose  immediately,  and,  coming  to 
the  woman,  said  to  her,  Where  is  the  letter  that  hath 
come  to  thee  ?  She  therefore  brought  it  to  him,  and  he 
took  it  from  her  and  read  it,  and  lo,  it  contained  these 
words:— To  proceed,  I  am  well,  in  prosperity  and 
health,  and  after  ten  days  I  shall  be  with  you ;  and  I 
have  sent  unto  you  a  quilt  and  a  mekmarah.*— So  she 
took  the  letter,  and  returned  with  it  to  the  fakeeh,  and 
said  to  him,  What  induced  thee  to  act  as  thou  hast  done 
with  me  ?  And  she  acquainted  him  with  that  which  her 
neighbour  had  said,  respecting  the  safety  of  her  husband, 
and  his  having  sent  to  her  a  quilt  and  a  mekmarah  ; 
whereupon  he  replied,  Thou  hast  spoken  truth ;  but,  O 
respectable  woman,  excuse  me ;  for  I  was  at  that  time 
enraged,  troubled  in  mind,  and,  seeing  the  mekmarah 
wrapped  up  in  the  quilt,  I  imagined  that  he  had  died, 
and  that  they  had  shrouded  him.  And  the  woman  knew 
not  the  trick :  so  she  said  to  him,  Thou  art  excused. 
And  she  took  the  letter  from  him,  and  departed. 


ABOO  'EESA  AND  KURRAT  EL-'EYN. 

'Amr  the  son  of  Mes'adah  hath  related,  that  Aboo  'Eesa 
the  son  of  Er-Rasheed  and  brother  of  El-Ma-moon  was 
enamoured  of  Kurrat  el-'Eyn,f  the  slave-girl  of  'Alee 
the  son  of  Hisham,  and  she  also  was  enamoured  of  him  ; 

*  Probably  a  belt  or  girdle,  containing  a  purse  of  money, 
f  Delight  of  the  Eye. 
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but  Aboo  'Eesa  concealed  his  love,  and  revealed  it  not, 
nor  complained  of  it  to  any  one,  nor  acquainted  any  one 
with  his  secret.  Thus  he  did  from  his  magnanimity  and 
generosity.  He  endeavoured,  however,  to  purchase  her 
of  her  lord  by  every  expedient.  But  he  could  not 
attain  his  object;  and  when  his  patience  failed  him,  and 
his  transport  of  love  became  violent,  and  he  found  no 
means  of  obtaining  her,  he  went  in  to  El-Ma-moon  on  a 
festival-day,  after  the  departure  of  the  people  from  him, 
and  said,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  if  thou  wouldst  try 
thy  heart  this  day  and  pay  unexpected  visits,  thou 
wouldst  distinguish  the  people  of  generosity  from  others, 
and  wouldst  know  the  place  of  each  of  them,  and  the 
quality  of  his  mind.  Aboo  'Eesa  desired,  by  these 
words,  to  get  an  opportunity  of  sitting  with  Kurrat 
el-'Eyn  in  the  house  of  her  lord.  And  El-Ma-moon 
replied,  Verily  this  advice  is  right.  He  gave  orders  to 
prepare  a  bark  which  was  named  the  Flyer  :  so  they 
brought  it  forward  to  him,  and  he  embarked  in  it,  to- 
gether with  a  party  of  his  chief  officers ;  and  the  first 
pavilion  that  he  entered  was  that  of  Homeyd  Et-Taweel, 
of  Toos.  They  went  in  to  him  in  the  pavilion  when  he 
expected  them  not,  and  found  him  sitting  upon  a  mat, 
with  the  singers  before  him,  having  lutes  and  flutes  and 
other  instruments  of  music  in  their  hands ;  and  after 
El-Ma-moon  had  sat  a  while,  there  wrere  brought  to  him 
dishes  of  the  flesh  of  beasts,  without  any  of  the  flesh  of 
birds;  and  El-Ma  moon  paid  no  regard  to  any  of  those 
viands.  So  Aboo  'Eesa  said,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful, 
we  entered  this  place  unexpected,  and  its  owner  knew 
not  of  thine  approach.  Arise  then  and  go  with  us  to  a 
place  prepared  for  thee  and  suited  to  thee. 
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The  Khaleefeh  accordingly  arose,  with  his  chief  officers 
and  his  brother  Aboo  'Eesa,  and  they  repaired  to  the 
house  of  'Alee  the  son  of  Hisham.  And  when  he  knew 
of  their  coming,  he  received  them  in  the  most  honourable 
manner,  kissing  the  ground  before  the  Khaleefeh. 
Then  he  conducted  them  into  the  pavilion,  and  opened 
a  chamber  such  as  none  had  seen  surpassed  in  beauty.  Its 
floor  and  columns  and  walls  were  of  varieties  of  marbles, 
it  was  decorated  with  various  kinds  of  Greek  paintings,* 
and  its  floor  was  .spread  with  mats  of  Es-Sind,f  and  fur- 
niture of  El-Basrah,  made  to  suit  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  chamber.  El-Ma-moon  sat  a  while  contemplating 
the  apartment  and  the  roof  and  the  walls ;  after  which 
he  said,  Give  us  some  food.  And  there  were  brought 
to  him  immediately  nearly  a  hundred  dishes  of  fowls, 
besides  other  birds,  and  thereedsj  and  fries  and  cold 
things ;  and  when  he  had  eaten,  he  said,  Give  us  some- 
thing to  drink,  O  'Alee.  And  there  was  brought  to 
him  aromatic  wine,  prepared  with  fruits  and  fragrant 
spices,  in  vessels  of  gold  and  silver  and  crystal ;  and 
those  who  brought  in  that  wine  were  pages  like  moons, 
attired  in  garments  of  stuff  of  Alexandria  interwoven 
with  gold ;  and  before  their  bosoms  were  bottles  of 
crystal  containing  rose-water  infused  with  musk.  El- 
Ma-moon  wondered  exceedingly  at  that  which  he  beheld, 
and  said,  O  Abu-l-Hasan  !  §  Whereupon  he  sprang  to 
the  carpet  and  kissed  it,  and  then,  standing  before  the 
Khaleefeh,  replied,  At  thy  service,  O  Prince  of  the 
Faithful.    And  the  Khaleefeh  said,  Let  us  hear  some 


*  Or  carvings.  f  Western  India. 

|  Crumbled  or  sliced  bread,  with  broth,  &c. 
§  A  surname,  I  suppose,  of  'Alee  the  son  of  Hisham. 
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mirth-exciting  songs.  His  host  replied,  I  hear  and 
obey,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful.  Then  he  said  to  one 
of  his  servants,  Bring  the  singing  slave-girls.  So  the 
eunuch  replied  that  he  heard  and  obeyed  ;  and,  after  he 
had  been  absent  a  moment,  returned  with  ten  eunuchs 
bringing  ten  chairs  of  gold.  And  when  they  had  placed 
the  chairs,  there  came  ten  maids  like  shining  full  moons 
and  flowery  gardens,  attired  in  black  brocade,  and  with 
crowns  of  gold  upon  their  heads  ;  and  they  walked  for- 
ward until  they  seated  themselves  upon  the  chairs,  when 
they  sang  varieties  of  melodies.  Then  those  slave-girls 
departed,  and  ten  others  came,  and  sang;  and  after 
these,  came  ten  others;  and  again,  after  them,  ten 
others. 

El-Ma-moon  then  said,  Bring  forward  the  boat.  And 
he  was  about  to  embark  and  go.  But  'Alee  the  son  of 
Hisham  arose  and  said,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  I  have 
a  slave-girl  whom  I  purchased  for  ten  thousand  pieces  of 
gold,  and  who  hath  captivated  my  whole  heart,  and  I 
desire  to  show  her  to  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful.  If  she 
please  him,  and  he  approve  of  her,  she  shall  be  his ; 
and  if  not,  let  him  hear  from  her  something.— So  the 
Khaleefeh  said,  Bring  her  unto  me.  And  there  came 
forth  a  damsel  like  a  twig  of  the  Oriental  willow,  with 
fascinating  eyes,  and  eyebrows  like  two  bows,  and  upon 
her  head  was  a  crown  of  red  gold  set  with  large  pearls 
and  with  jewels,  beneath  which  was  a  bandage  whereon 
was  worked  with  chrysolites  this  verse  : — 

A  Jinneeyeh,  and  she  hath  Jinn  who  teach  her  to  smite 
hearts  by  means  of  a  stringless  bow. 

This  damsel  walked  forward  like  a  fugitive  gazelle  ;  and 
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she  would  have  fascinated  a  devotee.  She  continued  to 
advance  till  she  seated  herself  upon  a  chair ;  and  when 
El-Ma-moon  beheld  her,  he  wondered  at  her  beauty  and 
loveliness ;  and  Aboo  'Eesa  was  pained  in  heart ;  his 
complexion  became  sallow,  and  his  whole  state  changed. 
El-Ma-moon  therefore  said  to  him,  What  is  the  matter 
with  thee,  O  Aboo  'Eesa,  that  thy  state  hath  changed  ? 
He  answered,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  it  is  by  reason 
of  a  malady  that  cometh  upon  me  sometimes.  And  the 
Khaleefeh  said  to  him,  Hast  thou  known  this  slave-girl 
before  the  present  day  ? — Yes,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful, 
he  answered.  And  can  the  moon  (he  added)  be  hidden  ? 
— Then  El-Ma-moon  said  to  her,  What  is  thy  name,  O 
damsel  ?  She  answered,  My  name  is  Kurrat  el-'Eyn, 
O  Prince  of  the  Faithful.  And  he  said  to  her,  Sing  to 
us,  O  Kurrat  el-'Eyn.  So  she  sang  ;  and  the  Khaleefeh 
said  to  her,  Divinely  art  thou  gifted  !  By  whom  are 
these  verses  ? — She  answered,  By  Deabil  El-Khuza'ee, 
and  the  air  is  by  Zurzoor  Es-Sagheer.  And  Aboo  'Eesa 
looked  at  her,  and  weeping  choked  him,  so  that  the 
company  wondered  at  him. 

Then  the  damsel  looked  towards  El-Ma-moon,  and 
said  to  him,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  wilt  thou  give  me 
permission  to  change  the  words  of  my  song  ?  He  an- 
swered, Sing  what  thou  wilt.  And,  with  exciting 
modulations,  she  sang  these  verses  : — 

If  thou  please  one  and  he  also  please  thee  publicly,  be 
more  careful  of  preserving  thy  love  in  secret ; 

And  reject  the  assertions  of  the  slanderers ;  for  seldom 
do  they  wish  for  aught  but  the  estrangement  of  the 
lover. 

They  have  averred  that  whenever  the  lover  approach- 
eth,  he  is  wearied ;  and  that  absence  is  the  remedy 
for  passion. 

g3 


ARABIAN  TALES  AND  ANECDOTES. 


We  have  tried  both  remedies,  and  not  been  cured ;  but 
nearness  of  abode  is  better  than  distance : 

Yet  nearness  of  abode  is  of  no  advantage  when  the  per- 
son thou  lovest  doth  not  love  thee. 

And  when  she  had  finished  her  song,  Aboo  'Eesa  said, 
O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  if  we  be  disgraced  *  we  shall 
be  at  ease.  Wilt  thou  give  me  permission  to  reply  to 
her? — The  Khaleefeh  answered  him,  Yes:  say  to  her 
what  thou  wilt.  And  he  restrained  his  tears,  and  sang 
these  two  verses  : — 

I  was  silent,  and  said  not  that  I  was  a  lover ;  but  con- 
cealed my  affection  from  my  own  heart. 

If  my  love,  notwithstanding,  appear  in  my  eye,  't  is  be- 
cause it  is  near  to  the  shining  moon.  ' 

Then  again  the  damsel  took  the  lute  and  sang;  and 
again  Aboo  'Eesa  sang  in  reply  to  her;  and  when  he 
had  ended,  'Alee  the  son  of  Hisham  sprang  to  his  feet 
and  kissed  them,  saying  to  him,  O  my  master,  God  hath 
answered  thy  prayer,  and  heard  thy  secret,  and  consented 
to  thy  taking  her  with  all  her  appurtenances  of  rarities 
and  beautiful  things,  if  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful  have 
no  desire  for  her.  And  El-Ma-moon  said,  If  we  had  a 
desire  for  her,  we  had  given  Aboo  'Eesa  the  preference 
to  ourself,  and  aided  him  to  the  attainment  of  his  desire. 
Then  El-Ma-moon  arose,  and  embarked  in  the  boat. 
Aboo  'Eesa  remained  behind  to  take  Kurrat  el-'Eyn, 
and  he  took  her  and  departed  with  her  to  his  abode,  with 
a  dilated  heart. — Consider  then  the  generosity  of  'Alee 
the  son  of  Hisham. 

*  By  revealing  our  love. 
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ANECDOTE  OF  A  TOWNSMAN  AND  A  BEDAWEEYEH.* 

It  is  related  that  a  man  of  the  pilgrims  slept  a  long 
sleep,  and  then  awoke,  and  saw  no  trace  of  the  other 
pilgrims.  So  he  arose  and  walked  on  ;  but  he  wandered 
from  the  way,  and  he  proceeded  until  he  saw  a  tent, 
and  an  old  woman  at  its  door,  and  he  found  by  her  a  dog 
asleep.  He  approached  the  tent,  saluted  the  old  woman, 
and  begged  of  her  some  food  ;  whereupon  she  said  to 
him,  Go  to  yon  valley,  and  catch  as  many  serpents  as 
will  suffice  thee,  that  I  may  broil  some  of  them  for  thee. 
The  man  replied,  I  dare  not  catch  serpents,  and  I  never 
ate  them.  The  old  woman  therefore  said,  I  will  go  with 
thee,  and  catch  some  of  them,  and  fear  thou  not.  Then 
she  went  with  him,  and  the  dog  followed  her,  and  she 
caught  as  many  of  the  serpents  as  would  suffice,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  broil  some  of  them.  The  pilgrim  could  not  re- 
frain from  eating ;  for  he  feared  hunger  and  emaciation  : 
so  he  ate  of  those  serpents.  And  after  this  being  thirsty, 
*  Feminine  of  Bedawee. 
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he  demanded  of  the  old  woman  some  water  to  drink  ; 
and  she  said  to  him,  Go  to  the  spring,  and  drink  of  it. 
Accordingly  he  went  to  the  spring ;  but  he  found  its 
water  bitter ;  yet  he  could  not  refrain  from  drinking  of  it, 
notwithstanding  its  exceeding  bitterness,  on  account  of 
the  violence  of  his  thirst.    He  therefore  drank,  and  then 
returned  to  the  old  woman,  and  said  to  her,  I  wonder  at 
thee,  O  thou  old  woman,  and  at  thy  residing  in  this 
place,  and  thy  feeding  thyself  with  this  food,  and  thy 
drinking  of  this  water.— How  then,  said  the  old  woman, 
is  your  country?    He  answered  her,  Verily  in  our 
country  are  spacious  and  ample  houses,  and  ripe  and  de- 
licious fruits,  and  abundant  sweet  waters,  and  excellent 
viands,  and  fat  meats,  and  numerous  sheep,  and  every- 
thing good,  and  blessings  of  which  the  like  exist  not  save 
in  the  Paradise  that  God  (whose  name  be  exalted !)  hath 
described  to  his  just  servants.— All  this,  replied  the  old 
woman,  I  have  heard  ;  but  tell  me,  have  you  any  Sultan 
who  ruleth  over  you,  and  oppresseth  in  his  rule  while  ye 
are  under  his  authority  ;  and  who,  if  any  one  of  you  com- 
mitteth  an  offence,  taketh  his  wealth,  and  destroyeth 
him,  and  who,  if  he  desire,  turneth  you  out  from  your 
houses,  and  eradicateth  you  utterly  ?    The  man  answered 
her,  That  doth  sometimes  happen.    And  the  old  woman 
rejoined,  If  so,  by  Allah,  that  dainty  food  and  elegant 
life  and  those  delightful  comforts,  with  oppression  and 
tyranny,  are  penetrating  poison;  and  our  food,  with 
safety,  is  a  salutary  antidote.    Hast  thou  not  heard  that 
the  most  excellent  of  boons,  after  el-Islam,*  are  safety 
and  health  ?f 

*  The  Mohammedan  faith. 

f  The  following  words  appear  to  be  the  narrator's. 
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Now  these  may  be  through  the  justice  of  the  Sultdn, 
the  vicegerent  of  God  upon  his  earth,  and  through  his 
good  policy.    The  Sultan  of  former  times  loved  to 
be  distinguished  by  the  lowest  degree  of  awfulness ; 
because,  when  his  subjects  saw  him,  they  feared  him : 
but  the  Sultan  of  this  age  loveth  to  be  distinguished 
by  the  most  perfect  policy  and  the  utmost  awful- 
ness :  because  men  now  are  not  like  those  of  former 
days.    This  our  age  is  one  of  a  people  opprobrious,  and 
greatly  calamitous  ;  since  they  are  noted  for  folly,  and 
for  hardness  of  heart,  and  are  bent  upon  vehement  hatred, 
and  upon  enmity.    Therefore,  if  the  Sultan  (in  God, 
whose  name  be  exalted,  be  our  refuge  !)  should  be  weak 
among  them,  or  not  characterized  by  policy  and  awful- 
ness, no  doubt  that  would  be  the  cause  of  the  ruin  of  the 
country.    And  among  the  proverbs  is  this :— The  op- 
pression of  the  Sultan  for  a  hundred  years,  rather  than 
the  oppression  of  the  subjects,  one  over  another,  for  a 
single  year.;— And  when  the  subjects  oppress,  God 
setteth  over  them  an  oppressive  Sultan  and  a  violent 
King.    Thus  it  is  related  in  the  histories,  that  there 
was  sent  up  to  El-HajjaJ  the  son  of  Yoosuf,  one  day,  a 
petition  wherein  was  written,  Fear  God,  and  oppress 
not  God's  servants  with  every  kind  of  oppression.  And 
when  he  had  read  the  petition,  he  ascended  the  pulpit 
(and  he  was  eloquent),  and  he  said,  O  ye  people,  verily 
God  (whose  name  be  exalted !)  hath  set  me  over  you  on 
account  of  your  actions  ;  and  if  I  die,  ye  will  not  be  free 
from  oppression  with  these  wicked  actions;  for  God 
(whose  name  be  exalted  !)  hath  created  many  like  me  ; 
and  if  I  be  not,  there  will  be  one  worse  than  I,  and  more 
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-Oppression  is  feared;  but  justice  is  the  best  of  all 
qualities.    We  beg  God  to  amend  our  states. 

A  TYRANNICAL  KING  AND  THE  ANGEL  OF  DEATH. 

A  tyrannical  King,  one  of  the  Kings  of  the  Children 
of  Israel,  was  one  day  sitting  upon  his  throne,  and  be- 
held a  man  who  had  entered  the  door  of  the  palace 
having  an  offensive  form  and  a  terrible  appearance.  So 
the  King  shuddered  at  his  sudden  intrusion  upon  him 
and  was  terrified  at  his  appearance;  and  he  sprang  up 
m  his  face,  and  said,  Who  art  thou,  O  man,  and  who 
gave  thee  permission  to  intrude  upon  me,  and  who  com- 
manded thee  to  come  to  my  abode?    He  answered, 
The  Lord  of  the  abode  commanded  me,  and  none  ex- 
cluded me  nor  do  I  require  permission  to  go  in  unto 
Kings,  neither  do  I  fear  the  rule  of  a  Sultan,  nor  the 
multitude  of  guards  :  I  am  he  whom  no  tyrant  hindereth 
and  none  can  escape  from  my  grasp  :  I  am  the  terminator 
of  delights  and  the  separator  of  companions.    And  when 
the  King  heard  these  words,  he  fell  upon  his  face  a 
tremor  crept  through  his  body,  and  he  fell  down  in  a  fit  • 
and  on  his  recovery  he  said,  Art  thou  the  Angel  of 
Death  ?    He  answered,  Yes.    And  the  King  said,  I 
conjure  thee  by  Allah  to  give  me  one  day's  delay,  that 
I  may  beg  forgiveness  of  my  sin,  and  seek  pardon  of  my 
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Lord,  and  restore  the  wealth  that  is  in  my  treasuries  to 
its  owners,  so  that  I  may  not  suffer  the  affliction  of  a 
reckoning  with  respect  to  it,  and  the  misery  of  punish- 
ment on  account  of  it.    But  the  Angel  of  Death  replied, 
Far,  far  from  thee  be  that  I    Thou  hast  no  way  of  at- 
taining that  wish.    How  can  I  grant  thee  a  delay  when 
the  days  of  thy  life  are  reckoned,  and  thy  breaths  are 
numbered,  and  thy  moments  are  fixed  and  written  ? — 
The  King  said,  Grant  me  an  hour's  delay.    He  replied, 
Verily  the  hour  is  included  in  the  account,  and  it  hath 
passed  while  thou  wast  heedless,  and  hath  expired  while 
thou  wast  careless.    Thou  hast  fulfilled  the  number  of 
thy  breaths,  save  that  there  remaineth  to  thee  one  breath 
only.— And  the  King  said,  Who  will  be  with  me  when 
I  am  removed  to  my  grave?    He  answered,  Nought 
will  be  with  thee  but  thy  work.    The  King  replied,  I 
have  [done]  no  work.    And  the  Angel  of  Death  said, 
Without  doubt  thine  abode  will  be  in  the  fire ;  and  thy 
destination,  to  suffer  the  anger  of  the  Omnipotent.— Then 
he  seized  his  soul :  so  he  tumbled  from  his  throne,  and 
fell  to  the  ground  ;  and  a  clamour  arose  among  the  people 
of  his  kingdom  ;  their  voices  were  raised,  and  their  cries 
and  weeping  were  loud  ;  and  had  they  known  the  indig- 
nation that  he  had  gone  to  endure  from  his  Lord,  their 
weeping  for  him  had  been  greater,  and  their  lamentation 
had  been  more  violent  and  more  abundant. 


A  CAUSE  OF  WAR. 

There  was  a  huntsman  who  hunted  the  wild  beasts  in 
the  desert,  and  one  day  he  entered  a  cave  in  a  mountain, 
and  found  in  it  a  hollow  which  was  filled  with  honey. 
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So  he  collected  some  of  that  honey  in  a  water-skin  that 
he  had  with  him :  then  he  carried  it  upon  his  shoulder, 
and  conveyed  it  to  the  city,  having  with  him  a  hound 
that  was  dear  unto  him.  And  the  huntsman  stopped  at 
the  shop  of  an  oilman,  to  whom  he  offered  the  honey  for 
sale,  and  the  shopman,  agreeing  to  buy  it,  opened  the 
water-skin  and  emptied  from  it  the  honey,  to  see  it. 
But  there  dropped  from  the  skin  a  drop  of  honey,  and 
a  bird  pounced  down  upon  it ;  and  the  oilman  had  a  cat, 
and  it  Sprang  upon  the  bird ;  and  the  huntsman's  dog 
saw  it,  and  sprang  upon  the  cat  and  killed  it ;  and  the 
oilman  sprang  upon  the  huntsman's  dog  and  killed  it :  and 
the  huntsman  sprang  upon  the  oilman  and  killed  him ; 
and  the  oilman  was  of  one  village,  and  the  huntsman  of 
another,  and  the  people  of  these  two  villages  heard  of 
this  event ;  so  they  took  their  weapons  and  arms,  and  rose 
against  each  other  in  anger :  the  two  ranks  met,  and  the 
swords  ceased  not  to  be  brandished  about  among  them  until 
there  died  of  them  a  great  multitude,  the  number  of  whom 
none  knoweth  but  God,  whose  name  be  exalted.* 


THE  PERFIDY  OF  MEN. 

A  king  of  former  times  had  an  only  son,  whom  he  con- 
tracted in  marriage  to  the  daughter  of  another  King. 
But  the  damsel,  who  was  endowed  with  great  beauty,  had 
a  cousin  who  had  sought  her  in  marriage,  and  had  been 

*  Petty  wars  occasioned  by  events  as  trifling  as  that  here 
related  have  been  common  among  the  Arabs  to  the  present 
day.  Two  tribes  in  Lower  Egypt,  called  Saad  and  Haram, 
and  two  in  Syria,  called  Keys  and  Yemen,  have  rendered 
themselves  proverbial  by  such  wars. 
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rejected  ;  wherefore  he  sent  great  presents  to  the  Wezeer 
of  the  King  first  mentioned,  requesting  him  to  employ 
some  stratagem  by  which  to  destroy  his  master's  son,  or 
to  induce  him  to  relinquish  the  damsel ;  and  the  Wezeer 
consented.    Then  the  father  of  the  damsel  sent  to  the 
King's  son,  inviting  him  to  come  and  introduce  him- 
self to  his  daughter,  to  take  her  as  his  wife ;  and  the 
father  of  the  young  man  sent  him  with  the  treacherous 
Wezeer,  attended  by  a  thousand  horsemen,  and  provided 
with  rich  presents.    And  when  they  were  proceeding 
over  the  desert,  the  Wezeer  remembered  that  there  was 
near  unto  them  a  spring  of  water,  called  Ez-Zahra,*  and 
whosoever  drank  of  it,  if  he  were  a  man,  he  became  a 
woman.    He  therefore  ordered  the  troops  to  alight  near 
it,  and  induced  the  Prince  to  go  thither  with  him ;  and 
when  they  arrived  at  that  spring,  the  King's  son  dis- 
mounted from  his  courser,  and  washed  his  hands,  and 
drank ;  and  lo,  he  became  a  woman  ;  whereupon  he  cried 
out  and  wept  until  he  fainted.    The  Wezeer  asked  him 
what  had  befallen  him  ;  so  the  young  man  informed  him  ; 
and  on  hearing  his  words,  the  Wezeer  affected  to  be 
grieved  for  him,  and  wept.  The  king's  son  then  sent  the 
Wezeer  back  to  his  father,  to  inform  him  of  this  event, 
determining  not  to  proceed  nor  to  return  until  his  afflic- 
tion should  be  removed  from  him,  or  until  he  should  die. 

He  remained  by  that  fountain  during  a  period  of  three 
days  with  their  nights,  neither  eating  nor  drinking ;  and 
on  the  fourth  night  there  came  to  him  a  horseman  with 
a  crown  upon  his  head,  appearing  like  one  of  the  sons  of 

*  "Ez-Zahra"  signifies  "the  bright,"  "the  splendid," 
&c. 
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the  Kings,  and  this  horseman  said  to  him,  Who  brought 
thee,  O  young  man,  unto  this  place  ?  So  the  young  man 
told  him  his  story ;  and  when  the  horseman  heard  it,  he 
pitied  him,  and  said  to  him,  The  Wezeer  of  thy  father  is 
the  person  who  hath  thrown  thee  into  this  calamity  ;  for 
no  one  of  mankind  knoweth  of  this  spring  excepting  one 
man.  Then  the  horseman  ordered  him  to  mount  with 
him.    He  therefore  mounted ;  and  the  horseman  said  to 
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him,  Come  with  me  to  my  abode  ;  for  thou  art  my  guest 
this  night.  The  young  man  replied,  Inform  me  who 
thou  art  before  I  go  with  thee.  And  the  horseman  said, 
I  am  son  of  a  King  of  the  Jinn,  and  thou  art  son  of  a 
King  of  mankind  :  and  now  be  of  good  heart  and  cheerful 
eye  on  account  of  that  which  shall  dispel  thine  anxiety 
and  thy  grief ;  for  it  is  unto  me  easy. 

So  the  young  man  proceeded  with  him  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  day,  forsaking  his  troops  and  soldiers 
(whom  the  Wezeer  had  left  at  their  halting-place),  and 
ceased  not  to  travel  on  with  his  conductor  until  midnight, 
when  the  son  of  the  King  of  the  Jinn  said  to  him., 
Knowest  thou  what  space  we  have  traversed  during  this 
period  ?    The  young  man  answered  him,  I  know  not. 
And  the  son  of  the  King  of  the  Jinn  said,  We  have  tra- 
versed a  space  of  a  year's  journey  to  him  who  travelleth 
with  diligence.    So  the  young  man  wondered  thereat, 
and  asked,  How  shall  I  return  to  my  family  ?  The  other 
answered,  This  is  not  thine  affair:  it  is  my  affair;  and 
when  thou  shalt  have  recovered  from  thy  misfortune, 
thou  shalt  return  to  thy  family  in  less  time  than  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye  ;  for  to  accomplish  that  will  be  to  me 
easy.  And  the  young  man,  on  hearing  these  words  from 
the  Jinnee,  almost  flew  with  excessive  delight :  he  thought 
that  the  event  was  a  result  of  confused  dreams,  and  said, 
Extolled  be  the  perfection  of  Him  who  is  able  to  restore 
the  wretched,  and  render  him  prosperous  !    They  ceased 
not  to  proceed  until  morning,  when  they  arrived  at  a 
verdant,  bright  land,  with  tall  trees,  and  warbling  birds, 
and  gardens  of  surpassing  beauty,  and  fair -palaces  ;  and 
thereupon  the  son  of  the  King  of  the  Jinn  alighted  from 
his  courser,  commanding  the  young  man  also  to  dismount. 
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He  therefore  dismounted,  and  the  Jinnee  took  him  by 
the  hand,  and  they  entered  one  of  those  palaces,  where 
the  young  man  beheld  an  exalted  King  and  a  Sultan  of 
great  dignity,  and  he  remained  with  him  that  day,  eating 
and  drinking,  until  the  approach  of  night.   Then  the  son 
of  the  King  of  the  Jinn  arose  and  mounted  his  courser, 
and  the  son  of  the  King  of  men  mounted  with  him,  and 
they  went  forth  and  proceeded  during  the  night  with 
diligence  until  morning ;  and  lo,  they  came  to  a  black 
land,  not  inhabited,  abounding  with  black  rocks  and  stones, 
as  though  it  were  a  part  of  Hell ;  whereupon  the  son  of 
the  King  of  men  said  to  the  Jinnee,  What  is  the  appel- 
lation of  this  land  ?    And  he  answered,  It  is  called  the 
Dusky  Land,*  and  belongeth  to  one  of  the  Kings  of  the 
Jinn,  whose  name  is  Zu-l-Jenaheyn  :  f  none  of  the  Kings 
can  attack  him,  nor  doth  any  one  enter  his  territory  unless 
by  his  permission  :  so  stop  in  thy  place  while  I  ask  his 
permission.    Accordingly  the  young  man  stopped,  and 
the  Jinnee  was  absent  from  him  for  a  while,  and  then 
returned  to  him  ;  and  they  ceased  not  to  proceed  until 
they  came  to  a  spring  flowing  from  black  mountains  ; 
when  the  Jinnee  said  to  the  young  man,  Alight.  He 
therefore  alighted  from  his  courser,  and  the  Jinnee  said 
to  him,  Drink  of  this  spring.  And  the  young  man  drank 
of  it,  and  immediately  became  again  a  male,  as  he  was  at 
first,  by  the  power  of  God  (whose  name  be  exalted !) ; 
whereat  he  rejoiced  with  great  joy,  not  to  be  exceeded. 
And  he  said  to  the  Jinnee,  O  my  brother,  what  is  the 
name  of  this  spring  ?    The  Jinnee  answered,  It  is  called 
the  Spring  of  the  Women :  no  woman  drinketh  of  it  but 

*  El  Ard  ed-Dahma.  f  The  Two- Winged.  J 


PERFIDY  OF  MEN. 


149 


she  becometh  a  man  :  therefore  praise  God  and  thank 
Him  for  thy  restoration,  and  mount  thy  courser.  So  the 
King's  son  prostrated  himself,  thanking  God,  whose  name 
be  exalted  I 

Then  he  mounted,  and  they  journeyed  with  diligence 
during  the  rest  of  the  day  until  they  had  returned  to  the 
land  of  that  Jinnee  ;  and  the  young  man  passed  the 
night  in  his  abode  in  the  most  comfortable  manner ;  after 
which  they  ate  and  drank  until  the  next  night,  when  the 
son  of  the  King  of  the  Jinn  said  to  him,  Dost  thou  desire  to 
return  to  thy  family  this  night?   The  young  man  an- 
swered, Yes.    So  the  son  of  the  King  of  the  Jinn  called 
one  of  his  father's  slaves,  whose  name  was  Rajiz,  and 
said  to  him,  Take  this  young  man  hence,  and  carry  him 
upon  thy  shoulders,  and  let  not  the  dawn  overtake  him 
before  he  is  with  his  father-in-law  and  his  wife.  The 
slave  replied,  I  hear  and  obey,  and  with  feelings  of  love 
and  honour  will  I  do  it.   Then  the  slave  absented  him- 
self from  him  for  a  while,  and  approached  in  the  form  of 
an  'Efreet ;  and  when  the  young  man  saw  him,  his  reason 
fled,  and  he  was  stupified  ;  but  the  son  of  the  King  of 
the  Jinn  said  to  him,  No  harm  shall  befall  thee.  Mount 
thy  courser,  and  on  it  ascend  upon  his  shoulders —The 
young  man  however  replied,  Nay,  I  will  mount  alone 
upon  his  shoulders,  and  leave  the  courser  with  thee. 
He  then  alighted  from  the  courser,  and  mounted  upon 
the  slave's  shoulders;  and  the  son  of  the  King  of  the 
Jinn  said  to  him,  Close  thine  eyes.    So  he  closed  his 
eyes  ;  and  the  slave  flew  with  him  between  heaven  and 
earth,  and  ceased  not  to  fly  along  with  him,  while  the 
young  man  was  unconscious ;  and  the  last  third  of  the 
night  came  not  before  he  was  on  the  top  of  the  palace  of 
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his  father-in-law,  whereupon  the  'Efreet  said  to  him, 
Alight.  He  therefore  alighted  :  and  he  said  to  him, 
Open  thine  eyes  ;  for  this  is  the  palace  of  thy  father-in- 
law  and  his  daughter.  Then  he  left  him  and  departed. 
And  as  soon  as  the  day  shone,  and  the  alarm  of  the 
young  man  subsided,  he  descended  from  the  roof  of  the 
palace  ;  and  when  his  father-in-law  beheld  him,  he  rose 


THE  MAN  WHO  NEVER  LAUGHED. 


151 


to  him  and  met  him,  wondering  at  seeing  him  descend 
from  the  top  of  the  palace,  and  he  said  to  him,  We  see 
other  men  come  through  the  doors;  but  thou  comest 
down  from  the  sky.  The  young  man  replied,  What 
God  (whose  perfection  be  extolled,  and  whose  name  be 
exalted !)  desired  hath  happened.  And  when  the  sun 
rose,  his  father-in-law  ordered  his  Wezeer  to  prepare 
great  banquets,  and  the  wedding  was  celebrated;  the 
young  man  remained  there  two  ^months,  and  then  de- 
parted with  his  wife  to  the  city  of  his  father.  But  as  to 
the  cousin  of  the  damsel,  he  perished  by  reason  of  his 
jealousy  and  envy. 


THE  MAN  WHO  NEVER  LAUGHED. 

There  was  a  man,  of  those  possessed  of  houses  and 
riches,  who  had  wealth  and  servants  and  slaves  and  other 
possessions,  and  he  departed  from  the  world  to  receive 
the  mercy  of  God  (whose  name  be  exalted !),  leaving  a 
young  son.  And  when  the  son  grew  up,  he  took  to 
eating  and  drinking,  and  the  hearing  of  instruments  of 
music  and  songs,  and  was  liberal  and  gave  gifts,  and  ex- 
pended the  riches  that  his  father  had  left  to  him  until  all 
the  wealth  had  gone.  He  then  betook  himself  to  the  sale 
of  the  male  black  slaves  and  the  female  slaves  and  other 
possessions,  and  expended  all  that  he  had  of  his  father's 
wealth  and  other  things,  and  became  so  poor  that  he 
worked  with  the  labourers.  In  this  state  he  remained 
for  a  period  of  years  ;  and  while  he  was  sitting  one  day 
beneath  a  wall,  waiting  to  see  who  would  hire  him,  lo,  a 
man  of  comely  countenance  and  apparel  drew  near  to 
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him  and  saluted  him.  So  the  youth  said  to  him,  O  uncle, 
hast  thou  known  me  before  now  ?  The  man  answered 
him,  I  have  not  known  thee,  O  my  son,  at  all ;  but  I  see 
the  traces  of  affluence  upon  thee,  though  thou  art  in  this 
condition.  The  young  man  replied,  O  uncle,  what  fate  and 
destiny  have  ordained  hath  come  to  pass.    But  hast  thou, 

0  uncle,  O  comely-faced,  any  business  in  which  to  em- 
ploy me  ? — And  the  man  said  to  him,  O  my  son,  I  desire 
to  employ  thee  in  an  easy  business.  The  youth  asked, 
And  what  is  it,  O  uncle  ?    And  the  man  answered  him, 

1  have  with  me  ten  sheykhs  in  one  abode,  and  we  have 
no  one  to  perform  our  wants.  Thou  shalt  receive  from 
us,  of  food  and  clothing,  what  will  suffice  thee,  and  shalt 
serve  us,  and  thou  shalt  receive  of  us  thy  portion  of  be- 
nefits and  money.  Perhaps,  also,  God  will  restore  to 
thee  thine  affluence  by  our  means. — The  youth  therefore 
replied,  I  hear  and  obey.  The  sheykh  then  said  to  him, 
I  have  a  condition  to  impose  upon  thee. — And  what  is 
thy  condition,  O  uncle?  asked  the  youth.  He  answered 
him,  O  my  son,  it  is,  that  thou  keep  our  secret  with  re- 
spect to  the  things  that  thou  shalt  see  us  do ;  and  when 
thou  seest  us  weep,  that  thou  ask  us  not  respecting  the 
cause  of  our  weeping.  And  the  young  man  replied,  Well, 
O  uncle. 

So  the  sheykh  said  to  him,  O  my  son,  come  with  us, 
relying  on  the  blessing  of  God,  whose  name  be  exalted ! 
And  the  young  man  followed  the  sheykh  until  the  latter 
conducted  him  to  the  bath,  when  he  took  him  into  it, 
and  caused  the  hardened  dirt  to  be  removed  from  his 
person  ;  after  which  he  sent  a  man,  who  brought  him  a 
comely  garment  of  linen,  and  he  clad  him  with  it,  and 
went  with  him  to  his  abode  and  his  associates.    And  when 
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the  young  man  entered,  he  found  it  to  be  a  high  mansion, 
with  lofty  angles,  ample,  with  chambers  facing  one  an- 
other, and  saloons  ;  and  in  each  saloon  was  a  fountain  of 
water,  and  birds  were  warbling  over  it,  and  there  were 
windows  overlooking,  on  every  side,  a  beautiful  garden 
within  that  mansion.  The  sheykh  conducted  him  into 
one  of  tlje  chambers,  and  he  found  it  decorated  with 
coloured  marbles,  and  found  its  ceiling  decorated  with 
ultramarine  and  brilliant  gold,  and  it  was  spread  with 
carpets  of  silk ;  and  he  found  in  it  ten  sheykhs  sitting 
facing  one  another,  wearing  the  garments  of  mourning, 
weeping,  and  wailing.    So  the  young  man  wondered  at 
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their  case,  and  was  about  to  question  the  sheykh  [who 
had  brought  him]  ;  but  he  remembered  the  condition , 
and  therefore  withheld  his  tongue.  Then  the  sheykh 
committed  to  the  young  man  a  chest  containing  thirty 
thousand  pieces  of  gold,  saying  to  him,  O  my  son,  expend 
upon  us  out  of  this  chest,  and  upon  thyself,  according  to 
what  is  just,  and  be  thou  faithful,  and  take  care  of  that 
wherewith  I  have  intrusted  thee.  And  the  young  man 
replied,  I  hear  and  obey.  He  continued  to  expend  upon 
them  for  a  period  of  days  and  nights  ;  after  which,  one 
of  them  died  ;  whereupon  his  companions  took  him,  and 
washed  him  and  shrouded  ,him,  and  buried  him  in  a 
garden  behind  the  mansion.  And  death  ceased  not  to 
take  of  them  one  after  another,  until  there  remained  only 
the  sheykh  who  had  hired  the  young  man :  so  he  re- 
mained with  the  young  man  in  that  mansion,  and  there 
was  not  with  them  a  third,  and  they  remained  thus  for  a 
period  of  years.  Then  the  sheykh  fell  sick ;  and  when 
the  young  man  despaired  of  his  life,  he  addressed  him 
with  courtesy,  and  was  grieved  for  him,  and  said  to  him, 
O  uncle,  I  have  served  you,  and  not  failed  in  your  ser- 
vice one  hour  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  but  acted 
faithfully  to  you,  and  served  you  according  to  my  power 
and  ability.  The  sheykh  replied,  Yes,  O  my  son,  thou 
hast  served  us  until  these  sheykhs  have  been  taken  unto 
God  (to  whom  be  ascribed  might  and  glory  !),  and  we 
must  inevitably  die.  And  the  young  man  said,  O  my 
master,  thou  art  in  a  state  of  peril,  and  I  desire  of  thee 
that  thou  inform  me  what  hath  been  the  cause  of  your 
weeping,  and  the  continuance  of  your  wailing  and  your 
mourning  and  your  sorrow.  He  replied,  O  my  son,  thou 
hast  no  concern  with  that,  and  require  me  not  to  do  what 
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I  am  unable  to  do  ;  for  I  have  begged  God  (whose  name 
be  exalted  !)  not  to  afflict  any  one  with  my  affliction. 
Now  if  thou  desire  to  be  safe  from  that  into  which  we 
have  fallen,  open  not  that  door  (and  he  pointed  to  it  with 
his  hand,  and  cautioned  him  against  it)  ;  and  if  thou  de- 
sire that  what  hath  befallen  us  should  befall  thee,  open 
it,  and  thou  wilt  know  the  cause  of  that  which  thou  hast 
beheld  in  our  conduct ;  but  thou  wilt  repent,  when  re- 
pentance will  not  avail  thee. — Then  the  illness  increased 
upon  the  sheykh,  and  he  died  ;  and  the  young  man  washed 
him  with  his  own  hand,  and  shrouded  him,  and  buried 
him  by  his  companions. 

He  remained  in  that  place,  which  with  its  contents 
was  sealed  ;*  but  notwithstanding  this,  he  was  uneasy, 
reflecting  upon  the  conduct  of  the  sheykhs.  And  while 
he  was  meditating  one  day  upon  the  words  of  the  sheykh, 
and  his  charge  to  him  not  to  open  the  door,  it  occurred 
to  his  mind  that  he  might  look  at  it.  So  he  went  in  that 
direction,  and  searched  until  he  saw  an  elegant  door, 
over  which  the  spider  had  woven  its  webs,  and  upon  it 
were  four  locks  of  steel ;  and  when  he  beheld  it,  he  re- 
membered the  action  against  which  the  sheykh  had 
cautioned  him,  and  departed  from  it.  His  soul  desired 
him  to  open  the  door,  and  he  restrained  it  during  a  period 
of  seven  days ;  but  on  the  eighth  day  his  soul  overcame 
him,  and  he  said,  I  must  open  that  door,  and  see  what 
will  happen  to  me  in  consequence  ;  for  nothing  will  repel 
what  God  (whose  name  be  exalted !)  decreeth  and  pre- 
destineth,  and  no  event  will  happen  but  by  his  will.  Ac- 
cordingly he  arose  and  opened  the  door,  after  he  had 
broken  the  locks  ;  and  when  he  had  opened  the  door,  he 
*  That  is,  seals  were  affixed  to  its  doors. 
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saw  a  narrow  passage,  along  which  he  walked  for  the 
space  of  three  hours ;  and  lo,  he  came  forth  upon  the 
bank  of  a  great  river.  At  this  the  young  man  wondered  ; 
and  he  walked  along  that  bank  looking  to  the  right  and 
left ;  and  behold,  a  great  eagle  had  descended  from  the 
sky,  and,  taking  up  the  young  man  with  its  talons,  it  flew 
with  him,  between  heaven  and  earth,  until  it  conveyed 
him  to  an  island  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  and  it  threw  him 
down  upon  it,  and  departed  from  him. 

So  the  young  man  was  perplexed  at  his  case,  not 
knowing  whither  to  go ;  but  while  he  was  sitting  one 
day,  lo,  the  sail  of  a  vessel  appeared  to  him  upon  the  sea, 
like  the  star  in  the  sky  ;  wherefore  the  heart  of  the  young 
man  became  intent  upon  the  vessel,  in  the  hope  that  his 
escape  might  be  effected  in  it.  He  continued  looking  at 
it  until  it  came  near  unto  him  ;  and  when  it  arrived,  he 
beheld  a  bark  of  ivory  and  ebony,  the  oars  of  which 
were  of  sandal-wood  and  aloes-wood,  and  the  whole  of 
it  was  encased  with  plates  of  brilliant  gold.  There  were 
also  in  it  ten  damsels,  virgins,  like  moons ;  and  when  the 
damsels  saw  him,  they  landed  to  him  from  the  bark,  and 
kissed  his  hands,  saying  to  him,  Thou  art  the  King,  the 
bridegroom.  Then  there  advanced  to  him  a  damsel  who 
was  like  the  shining  sun  in  the  clear  sky,  having  in  her 
hand  a  kerchief  of  silk,  in  which  were  a  royal  robe,  and 
a  crown  of  gold  set  with  varieties  of  jacinths ;  and,  having 
advanced  to  him,  she  clad  him  and  crowned  him  ;  after 
which  the  damsels  carried  him  upon  their  arms  to  that 
bark,  and  he  found  in  it  varieties  of  carpets  of  silk  of 
divers  colours.  They  then  spread  the  sails,  and  pro- 
ceeded over  the  abysses  of  the  sea. — Now  when  I  pro- 
ceeded with  them,  says  the  young  man,  I  felt  sure  that 
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this  was  a  dream,  and  knew  not  whither  they  were  going 
with  me.  And  when  they  came  in  sight  of  the  land,  I 
beheld  it  filled  with  troops,  the  number  of  which  none 
knew  but  God  (whose  perfection  be  extolled,  and  whose 
name  be  exalted  !),  clad  in  coats  of  mail.  They  brought 
forward  to  me  five  marked  horses,*  with  saddles  of  gold 
set  with  varieties  of  pearls  and  precious  stones ;  and  I 
took  a  horse  from  among  these,  and  mounted  it.  The 
four  others  proceeded  with  me  ;  and  when  I  mounted, 
the  ensigns  and  banners  were  set  up  over  my  head,  the 
drums  and  the  cymbals  were  beaten,  and  the  troops  dis- 
posed themselves  in  two  divisions,  right  and  left.  I 
wavered  in  opinion  as  to  whether  I  were  asleep  or  awake, 
and  ceased  not  to  advance,  not  believing  in  the  reality  of 
my  stately  procession,  but  imagining  that  it  was  a  result 
of  confused  dreams,  until  we  came  in  sight  of  a  verdant 
meadow,  in  which  were  palaces  and  gardens,  and  trees 
and  rivers  and  flowers,  and  birds  proclaiming  the  perfec- 
tion of  God,  the  One,  the  Omnipotent.  And  now  there 
came  forth  an  army  from  among  those  palaces  and  gardens, 
like  the  torrent  when  it  poureth  down,  until  it  filled  that 
meadow ;  and  when  the  troops  drew  near  to  me,  they 
halted  ;  and  lo,  a  King  advanced  from  among  them, 
riding  alone,  preceded  by  some  of  his  chief  officers 
walking. 

The  King,  on  approaching  the  young  man,  alighted 
from  his  courser  ;  and  the  young  man,  seeing  him  do  so, 
alighted  also ;  and  they  saluted  each  other  with  the  most 
courteous  salutation.  Then  they  mounted  their  horses 
again,  and  the  King  said  to  the  young  man,  Accompany 

*  Horses  marked  on  account  of  their  excellence,  and  to 
show  their  breed. 
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us  ;  for  thou  art  my  guest.  So  the  young  man  proceeded 
with  him,  and  they  conversed  together,  while  the  stately 
trains  in  orderly  disposition  went  on  before  them  to  the 
palace  of  the  King,  where  they  alighted,  and  all  of  them 
entered  the  palace,  together  with  the  King  and  the  young 
man,  the  young  man's  hand  being  in  the  hand  of  the 
King,  who  thereupon  seated  him  on  a  throne  of  gold, 
and  seated  himself  by  him.  And  when  the  King  re- 
moved the  litham*  from  his  facer  lo,  this  supposed  King 
was  a  damsel,  like  the  shining  sun  in  the  clear  sky,  a 
lady  of  beauty  and  loveliness,  and  elegance  and  perfec- 
tion, and  conceit  and  amorous  dissimulation.  The  young 
man  beheld  vast  affluence  and  great  prosperity,  and  won- 
dered at  the  beauty  and  loveliness  of  the  damsel.  Then 
the  damsel  said  to  him,  Know,  O  King,  that  I  am  the 
Queen  of  this  land,  and  all  these  troops  that  thou  hast 
seen,  including  everyone,  whether  of  cavalry  or  infantry, 
are  women :  there  are  not  among  them  any  men.  The 
men  among  us,  in  this  land,  till  and  sow  and  reap,  em- 
ploying themselves  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  the 
building  and  repairing  of  the  towns,  and  in  attending  to 
the  affairs  of  the  people  by  the  pursuit^  of  every  kind  of 
art  and  trade  ;  but  as  to  the  women,  they  are  the  go- 
vernors and  magistrates  and  soldiers. — And  the  young 
man  wondered  at  this  extremely.  And  while  they  were 
thus  conversing,  the  Wezeer  entered ;  and  lo,  she  was  a 
gray-haired  old  woman,  having  a  numerous  retinue,  of 
venerable  and  dignified  appearance  ;  and  the  Queen  said 
to  her,  Bring  to  us  the  K&dee  and  the  witnesses.  So  the 
old  woman  went  for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  Queen  turned 
towards  the  young  man,  conversing  with  him  and  cheering 

*  Piece  of  drapery  covering  the  lower  part  of  the  face. 
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him  and  dispelling  his  fear  by  kind  words,  and,  address- 
ing him  courteously,  she  said  to  him,  Art  thou  content 
for  me  to  be  thy  wife  ?  And  thereupon  he  arose  and 
kissed  the  ground  before  her  ;  but  she  forbade  him  ;  and 
he  replied,  O  my  mistress,  I  am  less  than  the  servants 
who  serve  thee.  She  then  said  to  him,  Seest  thou  not 
these  servants  and  soldiers  and  wealth  and  treasures  and 
hoards  ?  He  answered  her,  Yes.  And  she  said  to  him, 
All  these  are  at  thy  disposal ;  thou  shalt  make  use  of 
them,  and  give  and  bestow  as  seemeth  fit  to  thee.  Then 
she  pointed  to  a  closed  door,  and  said  to  him,  All  these 
things  thou  shalt  dispose  of;  but  this  door  thou  shalt  not 
open ;  for  if  thou  open  it,  thou  wilt  repent,  when  re- 
pentance will  not  avail  thee.  And  her  words  were  not 
ended  when  the  Wezeereh,*  with  the  Kadee  and  the 
witnesses,  entered,  and  all  of  them  were  old  women, 
with  their  hair  spreading  over  their  shoulders,  and  of 
venerable  and  dignified  appearance;  and  when  they 
came  before  the  Queen,  she  ordered  them  to  perform  the 
ceremony  of  the  marriage-contract.  So  they  married 
her  to  the  young  man ;  and  she  prepared  the  banquets 
and  collected  the  troops  ;  and  when  they  had  eaten  and 
drunk,  the  young  man  took  her  as  his  wife ;  and  he  re- 
sided with  her  seven  years,  passing  the  most  delightful 
and  most  comfortable  and  most  agreeable  and  most  sweet 
life. 

But  he  meditated  one  day  upon  opening  the  door,  and 
said,  Were  it  not  that  there  are  within  it  great  treasures, 
better  than  what  I  have  seen,  she  had  not  prohibited  me 
from  opening  it.  He  then  arose  and  opened  the  door  ; 
and  lo,  within  it  was  the  bird  that  had  carried  him  from 
*  "  Wezeereh"  is  the  feminine  of  "  Wezeer." 
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the  shore  of  the  great  river  and  deposited  him  upon  the 
island  ;  and  when  the  bird  beheld  him,  it  said  to  him, 
No  welcome  to  a  face  that  will  never  be  happy !  So 
when  he  saw  it,  and  heard  its  words,  he  fled  from  it ; 
but  it  followed  him  and  carried  him  off,  and  flew  with 
him  between  heaven  and  earth  for  the  space  of  an  hour, 
and  deposited  him  in  the  place  from  which  it  had  carried 
him  away  ;  after  which  it  disappeared  from  him.  He 
thereupou  sat  in  that  place,  and,  returning  to  his  reason, 
he  reflected  upon  what  he  had  seen  of  affluence  and 
glory  and  honour,  and  the  riding  of  the  troops  before 
him,  and  commanding  and  forbidding  ;  and  he  wept  and 
wailed.  He  remained  upon  the  shore  of  the  great  river, 
where  that  bird  had  put  him,  for  the  space  of  two 
months,  wishing  that  he  might  return  to  his  wife  ;  but 
while  he  was  one  night  awake,  mourning  and  meditating, 
a  speaker  spoke  (and  he  heard  his  voice,  but  saw  not  his 
person),  calling  out,  How  great  were  the  delights !  Far, 
far  from  thee  is  the  return  of  what  is  past !  And  how 
many  therefore  will  be  the  sighs ! — So  when  the  young 
man  heard  it,  he  despaired  of  meeting  again  that  Queen, 
and  of  the  return  to  him  of  the  affluence  in  which  he 
had  been  living.  He  then  entered  the  mansion  where 
the  sheykhs  had  resided,  and  knew  that  they  had  expe- 
rienced the  like  of  that  which  had  happened  unto  him, 
and  that  this  was  the  cause  of  their  weeping  and  their 
mourning  ;  wherefore  he  excused  them  thereupon. 
Grief  and  anxiety  came  upon  the  young  man,  and  he 
entered  his  chamber,  and  ceased  not  to  weep  and  moan, 
relinquishing  food  and  drink  and  pleasant  scents  and 
laughter  until  he  died  ;  and  he  was  buried  by  the  side  of 
the  sheykhs. 
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There  was  a  certain  merchant,  who  possessed  great 
riches,  and  had  travelled  much  to  all  cities,  and, 
desiring  again  to  journey  to  a  city,  he  inquired  of 
those  who  had  come  from  it,  and  said  to  them,  What 
merchandise  is  productive  of  great  gain  there  ?  And 
they  answered  him,  Sandal- wood  ;  for  it  is  there  sold  at 
a  dear  price.  The  merchant  therefore  purchased  sandal- 
wood with  all  the  money  that  he  had,  and  journeyed  to 
that  city.  Now  when  he  arrived  there,  it  was  the  close 
of  the  day  ;  and  lo,  there  was  an  old  woman  driving 
some  sheep  belonging  to  her ;  and  on  her  seeing  the 
merchant,  she  said  to  him,  Who  art  thou,  O  man  ?  He 
answered  her,  I  am  a  merchant,  a  stranger.  And  she 
said  to  him,  Beware  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  ;  for 
they  are  cheats  and  thieves  :  they  deceive  the  stranger 
that  they  may  overcome  him  and  eat  what  he  hath  with 
him :  and  I  have  given  thee  good  advice.  Then  she 
departed  from  him.  And  when  the  morning  came,  a 
man  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  met  him,  and  saluted 
him  and  said  to  him,  O  my  master,  whence  hast  thou 
come?  He  answered  him,  I  have  come  from  such  a  city. 
And  the  man  said,  What  merchandise  hast  thou  brought 
with  thee  ?  He  answered,  Sandal-wood  ;  for  I  have 
heard  that  it  is  of  value  with  you.  But  the  man  of  the 
city  said,  He  hath  erred  who  advised  thee  to  do  so  ;  for 
we  burn  not  beneath  the  cooking-pot  anything  but  that 
sandal-wood,  and  the  value  of  it  is  with  us  the  same  as 
that  of  common  fire- wood.  And  when  the  merchant 
heard  the  words  of  that  man,  he  sighed  and  repented  ; 
but  wavered  between  believing  and  disbelieving.  He 
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then  alighted  at  one  of  the  Khans*  of  the  city,  and  made 
a  fire  of  sandal-wood  beneath  the  cooking-pot.  So  when 
that  man  saw  him,  he  said  to  him,  Wilt  thou  sell  this 
sandal-wood  for  a  saaf  of  whatsoever  thy  soul  shall  desire  ? 
The  merchant  answered  him,  I  sell  it  thee.  The  man 
therefore  removed  all  the  sandal-wood  that  the  merchant  * 
had,  and  deposited  it  in  his  own  abode  ;  and  the  seller 
purposed  to  take  gold.  And  on  the  following  morning, 
the  merchant  walked  in  the  city,  and  there  met  him  a 
blue-eyed  man,  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  :  this  man 
had  lost  one  eye,  and  he  laid  hold  upon  the  merchant, 
saying  to  him,  Thou  art  the  person  who  deprived  me  of 
my  eye,  and  I  will  never  let  thee  go.  So  the  merchant 
denied  that,  and  replied,  This  cannot  be  established. 
And  the  people  collected  around  them,  and  asked  the 
one-eyed  man  to  grant  the  other  a  delay  until  the  mor- 
row, when  the  latter  should  give  him  the  price  of  his 
eye ;  wherefore  the  merchant  appointed  a  person  to  be  his 
guarantee,  and  so  they  let  him  go.  Then  the  merchant 
went  away  ;  and  his  shoe  was  rent  in  consequence  of  the 
dragging  of  the  one-eyed  man.  He  therefore  stopped 
at  the  shop  of  a  cobbler,  and  gave  it  to  him,  saying  to 
him,  Repair  it,  and  thou  shalt  receive  of  me  what  will 
please  thee.  He  then  departed  from  him  ;  and  lo,  there 
were  some  people  sitting  playing ;  and  he  seated  himself 
with  them,  by  reason  of  his  anxiety  and  grief,  and  they 
asked  him  to  play.  So  he  played  with  them,  and  they 
overcame  him,  and,  having  done  so,  gave  him  his  choice, 

*  Buildings  designed  for  the  accommodation  of  merchants. 

f  The  saa  is  explained  in  the  Kamoos,  as  being  equal  to 
four  mudds,  each  mudd  being  a  pound  and  one  third  ;  and 
more  simple,  it  is  explained  as  being  four  times  the  measure 
of  a  man's  two  hands  of  ordinary  size. 
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either  to  drink  up  the  sea,*  or  else  to  disburse  the  whole 
of  his  wealth ;  whereupon  he  arose  and  said  to  them, 
Allow  me  a  delay  until  to-morrow. 

He  went  away,  grieved  for  that  which  he  had  done, 
and  not  knowing  what  would  be  the  result  of  his  case. 
•  So  he  sat  in  a  place,  meditating,  sorrowful,  anxious  ;  and 
lo,  the  old  woman  passed  by  him,  and,  looking  towards 
him,  she  said  to  him,  Probably  the  people  of  the  city 
have  overcome  thee  ;  for  I  see  thee  anxious  on  account 
of  that  which  hath  befallen  thee.  He  therefore  related 
to  her  all  that  had  happened  from  first  to  last ;  and  she 
said  to  him,  Who  is  he  who  hath  cheated  thee  in  the 
affair  of  the  sandal-wood  ;  for  with  us  the  value  of  every 
pound  of  sandal- wood  is  ten  pieces  of  gold  ?  But  I  will 
contrive  for  thee  a  plan,  by  means  of  which  I  hope  thy 
deliverance  may  be  effected ;  and  it  is  this :  that  thou 
go  towards  such  a  gate  ;  for  in  that  place  is  a  blind 
sheykh,  who  is  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  legs,  and  he  is 
wise,  knowing,  old,  skilful.  All  the  people  visit  him, 
asking  him  respecting  what  they  will,  and  he  pointeth 
out  to  them  what  will  be  advisable  for  them ;  for  he  is 
acquainted  with  artifice  and  enchantment  and  tricking. 
He  is  a  sharper,  and  the  sharpers  meet  at  his  abode  by 
night.  Therefore  go  thou  thither,  and  hide  thyself  from 
thine  offenders,  so  that  thou  mayest  hear  their  words  and 
they  may  not  see  thee ;  for  he  will  acquaint  them  with 
the.  case  in  which  one  overcometh  and  that  in  which  one 
is  overcome.  Probably  thou  wilt  hear  from  him  the  men- 
tion of  a  subterfuge  that  may  deliver  thee  from  thine 
offenders. 

*  The  word  here  rendered  "  sea"  also  signifies  "  a  large 
river." 
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So  the  merchant  departed  from  her  to  the  place  of 
which  she  had  told  him,  and  hid  himself.  He  then 
i  looked  at  the  sheykh,  and  seated  himself  near  unto  him 
and  there  had  not  elapsed  more  than  a  short  time  when 
there  came  his  party,  who  resorted  to  him  as  their  judge. 
On  their  coming  before  the  sheykh,  they  saluted  him 
and  each  other,  and  seated  themselves  around  him  ;  and 
when  the  merchant  saw  them,  he  found  his  four  offenders 
among  the  number  of  those  who  were  present.  The 
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sheykh  caused  some  food  to  be  placed  before  them,  and 
they  ate  ;  after  which,  each  of  them  related  his  story  of 
the  events  that  had  happened  to  him  during  the  past  day. 
The  buyer  of  the  sandal- wood  advanced,  and  informed 
the  sheykh  of  that  which  had  happened  to  him  that  day  ; 
that  he  had  bought  sandal-wood  of  a  man  for  less  than  its 
value ;  and  that  the  sale  had  been  settled  between  them 
on  the  condition  of  his  giving  the  measure  of  a  saa  of 
whatsoever  the  seller  should  desire.  Upon  this  the 
sheykh  said  to  him,  Thine  adversary  hath  overcome  thee. 
The  man  asked,  How  can  he  overcome  me  ?  The  sheykh 
replied,  If  he  say  to  thee,  I  will  take  the  measure  in 
gold  or  silver — wilt  thou  give  it  him  ?  The  man  said, 
Yes,  I  will  give  it  him,  and  I  shall  be  the  gainer.  But 
the  sheykh  rejoined,  And  if  he  say  to  thee,  I  will  take 
the  measure  of  a  saa  of  fleas,  half  males  and  half  females 
— what  wilt  thou  do  ?  So  the  man  knew  that  he  was 
overcome. — Then  the  one-eyed  man  advanced,  and  said, 
O  sheykh,  I  saw  to-day  a  blue-eyed  man,  who  is  a  stran- 
ger to  the  country,  and  I  assailed  him  and  laid  hold  upon 
him,  saying  to  him,  Thou  hast  deprived  me  of  my  eye — 
and  I  let  him  not  go  until  a  party  had  become  guarantees 
that  he  should  return  to  me  and  satisfy  me  for  my  eye. 
But  the  sheykh  replied,  If  he  desire  to  overcome  thee, 
he  will  overcome  thee. — And  how,  said  the  man,  will 
he  do  so  ?  He  answered,  He  may  say  to  thee,  Pull  out 
thine  eye,  and  I  will  pull  out  my  eye,  and  we  will 
weigh  each  of  them  ;  and  if  my  eye  be  equal  in  weight 
to  thine,  thou  art  veracious  in  that  which  thou  hast 
asserted.  Then  thou  wilt  owe  him  the  fine  for  his  eye, 
and  thou  wilt  be  blind ;  but  he  will  see  with  his  other 
eye. — So  the  man  knew  that  the  merchant  might  over- 
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come  him  by  means  of  this  subterfuge. — Next,  the  cob- 
bler advanced,  and  said,  O  sheykh,  I  saw  to-day  a  man 
who  gave  me  his  shoe,  and  said  tome,  Repair  it.  Where- 
upon I  said  to  him,  Wilt  thou  not  give  me  the  remu- 
neration ?  And  he  answered  me,  Repair  it,  and  thou 
shalt  receive  of  me  what  will  please  thee.  Now  nothing 
will  please  me  but  all  his  wealth. — The  sheykh  however 
replied,  If  he  desire  to  take  his  shoe  from  thee  and  not 
give  thee  aught,  he  may  take  it. — And  how  so  ?  said  the 
cobbler.  The  sheykh  answered,  He  may  say  to  thee, 
The  enemies  of  the  Sultan  are  defeated,  and  his  oppo- 
nents have  become  weak,  and  his  children  and  his  auxili- 
aries are  multiplied.  Art  thou  pleased  or  not? — If  thou 
say,  I  am  pleased, — he  will  take  his  shoe  from  thee,  and 
depart:  and  if  thou  say,  No— he  will  take  his  shoe  and 
beat  with  it  thy  face  and  the  back  of  thy  neck.*  He 
therefore  knew  that  he  was  overcome. — Then  advanced 
the  man  who  played  with  the  merchant  for  a  wager,  and 
he  said,  O  sheykh,  I  found  a  man,  and  laid  a  wager  with 
him  and  overcame  him ;  whereupon  I  said  to  him,  If 
thou  drink  up  this  sea,  I  will  give  up  the  whole  of  my 
wealth  to  thee ;  and  if  thou  drink  it  not,  give  thou  up 
the  whole  of  thy  wealth  to  me. f— The  sheykh  replied, 

*  General  loyalty  is  a  necessary  result  of  the  constitution 
of  Muslim  society,  and  essential  to  the  existence  of  Muslim 
government ;  for  the  Muslim  tyrant  is  not  absolute :  he 
cannot  be  a  despot ;  if  he  transgress  certain  limits,  prescribed 
by  the  Kur-an  and  the  Traditions  of  the  Prophet,  he  forfeits 
his  throne;  and  as  long  as  he  keeps  within  those  limits,  his 
subjects  are  bound,  by  all  that  they  hold  sacred,  to  acknow- 
ledge and  maintain  his  authority. 

t  Arabs  often  play  a  game  on  the  condition  that  the  loser 
shall  do  what  the  gainer  shall  afterwards  determine ;  each 
confiding  in  the  moderation  of  the  other.  The  penalty  is 
generally  something  ridiculous. 
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If  he  desire  to  overcome  thee,  he  may  overcome  thee. 
The  man  said,  And  how  so  ?  And  the  sheykh  answered, 
He  may  say  to  thee,  Hold  for  me  the  mouth  of  the  sea 
with  thy  hand,  and  hand  it  to  me,  and  I  will  drink  it. 
And  thou  wilt  not  be  able :  so  he  will  overcome  thee  by 
means  of  this  subterfuge. 

When  the  merchant  therefore  heard  that,  he  knew 
what  subterfuges  to  employ  against  his  offenders.  Then 
they  arose  and  left  the  sheykh,  and  the  merchant  de- 
parted to  his  lodging.  And  when  the  morning  arrived, 
the  man  who  had  laid  the  bet  with  him  came  to  him. 
The  merchant  proposed  to  him  what  the  sheykh  had 
said,  and  the  man  released  himself  by  paying  him  a  hun- 
dred pieces  of  gold.  Then  came  the  cobbler ;  and 
the  merchant  took  his  shoe  without  giving  remuneration. 
Next  came  the  one-eyed  man ;  and  he  was  obliged  to 
conciliate  the  merchant  by  giving  him  a  hundred  pieces 
of  gold.  Lastly  came  the  buyer  of  the  sandal-wood  ; 
and  this  man  also  was  compelled  to  release  himself  by 
paying  the  merchant  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and  re- 
turning the  wood.  The  merchant  then  sold  the  sandal- 
wood as  he  desired,  received  its  price,  and  journeyed 
back  to  his  own  country. 


PRECOCIOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 

Four  merchants  were  sharers  in  a  sum  of  a  thousand 
pieces  of  gold,  which  they  had  mixed  together,  and  put 
into  one  purse  ;  and  they  went  with  it  to  purchase  mer- 
chandise, and,  finding  in  their  way  a  beautiful  garden, 
they  entered  it,  and  left  the  purse  with  a  woman  who 
was  the  keeper  of  that  garden.    Having  entered,  they 
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diverted  themselves  in  a  tract  of  the  garden,  and  ate  and 
drank  and  were  happy ;  and  one  of  them  said,  I  have 
with  me  some  perfume.  Come,  let  us  wash  our  heads 
with  this  running  water ;  and  perfume  ourselves. — An- 
other said,  We  want  a  comb.  And  another  said,  We 
will  ask  the  keeper :  perhaps  she  hath  with  her  a  comb. 
And  upon  this,  one  of  them  arose  and  went  to  the  keeper^ 
and  said  to  her,  Give  me  the  purse.  She  replied,  When 
ye  all  present  yourselves,  or  thy  companions  order  me  to 
give  it  thee.  Now  his  companions  were  in  a  place  where 
the  keeper  could  see  them,  and  she  could  hear  their 
words.  And  the  man  said  to  his  companions,  She  is  not 
willing  to  give  me  aught.  So  they  said  to  her,  Give  him. 
And  when  she  heard  their  words,  she  gave  him  the 
purse  ;  and  he  went  forth  fleeing  from  them.  Therefore 
when  he  had  wearied  them  by  the  length  of  his  absence, 
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they  came  to  the  keeper,  and  said  to  her,  Wherefore 
didst  thou  not  give  him  the  comb  ?  And  she  replied, 
He  demanded  of  me  nothing  but  the  purse,  and  I  gave 
it  not  to  him  save  with  your  permission,  and  he  hath  de- 
parted hence  and  gone  his  way.  And  when  they  heard 
the  words  of  the  keeper,  they  slapped  their  faces,  and 
seized  her  with  their  hands,  saying  to  her,  We  gave 
thee  not  permission  save  to  give  the  comb.  She  replied, 
He  did  not  mention  to  me  a  comb.  And  they  seized  her 
and  .took  her  up  to  the  Kadee  ;  and  when  they  pre- 
sented themselves  before  him,  they  stated  to  him  the 
case  ;  whereupon  he  bound  the  keeper  to  restore  the 
purse,  and  bound  a  number  of  her  debtors  to  be  answer- 
able for  her. 

So  she  went  forth  perplexed,  not  knowing  her  way ; 
and  there  met  her  a  boy,  whose  age  was  five  years  ;  and 
when  the  boy  saw  her,  thus  perplexed,  he  said  to  her, 
What  is  the  matter,  O  my  mother  ?  But  she  returned 
him  not  an  answer,  despising  him  on  account  of  the 
smallness  of  his  age.  And  he  repeated  his  question  to 
her  a  first  and  a  second  and  a  third  time.  So  at  length 
she  told  him  what  had  happened  to  her.  And  the  boy 
said  to  her,  Give  me  a  piece  of  silver  that  I  may  buy 
some  sweetmeat  with  it,  and  I  will  tell  thee  something 
by  which  thine  acquittance  may  be  effected.  The  keeper 
therefore  gave  him  a  piece  of  silver,  asking  him,  What 
hast  thou  to  say  ?  And  the  boy  answered  her,  Return 
to  the  Kddee,  and  say  to  him,  It  was  agreed  between  me 
and  them  that  I  should  not  give  them  the  purse  save  in 
the  presence  of  all  the  four.  So  the  keeper  returned  to 
the  Kadee,  and  said  to  him  as  the  boy  had  told  her ; 
upon  which  the  Kadee  said  to  the  three  men,  Was  it 
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thus  agreed  between  you  and  her  ?  They  answered, 
Yes.  And  the  Kadee  said  to  them,  Bring  to  me  your 
companion  and  take  the  purse.  Thus  the  keeper  went 
forth  free,  no  injury  befalling  her  ;  and  she  went  her 
way.* 


'OTBEH  AND  REFYA. 

It  is  related  that  'Abd  Allah  the  son  of  Maamar  El- 
Keysee  said,  I  performed  the  pilgrimage,  one  year,  to 
the  sacred  House  of  God  ;f  and  when  I  had  accom- 
plished my  pilgrimage,  I  returned  to  visit  the  tomb  of 
the  Prophet  (may  God  favour  and  preserve  him !)  ;  and 
as  I  was,  one  night,  sitting  in  the  R6dah,J  between  the 
tomb  and  the  pulpit,  I  heard  a  gentle  lamentation,  ut- 
tered in  a  soft  tone  ;  so  I  listened  to  it,  and  the  voice 
said, — 

Hath  the  moaning  of  the  pigeons  of  the  lote-tree  saddened 
thee,  and  excited  anxious  thoughts  in  thy  bosom  ? 


*  "  It  is  singular  enough  that  this  story  is  told  of  the 
Attorney-General  Noy,  in  the  reign  of  James  II.  For 
merchants  we  have  graziers,  and  for  a  guardian  of  a  garden 
a  keeper  of  an  inn,  and  the  little  boy,  five  years  old,  is  the 
lawyer,  William  Noy,  beginning  his  learned  labours,  and 
much  advanced  in  reputation,  it  is  said,  by  this  story.  It 
may  or  may  not  be  true,  and  we  have  no  higher  authority 
for  it  than  a  collection  of  anecdotes ;  but  it  is  something  to 
find  it  thus  wandering — seeking  an  owner  so  far  from  its 
native  soil."    (Asiatic  Journal,  N.  S.,  vol.  xxx.  p.  280.) 

t  The  Temple  of  Mekkeh. 

t  "  Rodah"  signifies  "  a  garden."  This  name  is  given  to 
a  part  of  the  southern  portico  of  the  great  mosque  of  El- 
Medeeneh,  because  the  Prophet  said,  "  Between  my  tomb 
and  my  pulpit  is  a  garden  of  the  gardens  of  Paradise." — 
See  Burckhardt's  Arabia,  p.  337. 
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Or  doth  the  remembrance  of  a  beauteous  damsel,  who 
hath  caused  thee  troubles  of  mind,  disturb  thee  ? 

0  night,  that  art  tedious  to  one  constantly  disordered, 
complaining  of  desire  and  of  the  failure  of  patience, 

Thou  hast  rendered  him  sleepless  who  is  suffering  the 
fire  of  a  love  that  burneth  like  red-hot  coals ! 

The  full  moon  beareth  witness  that  I  am  engrossed  by 
love  of  one  who  resembleth  the  full  moon. 

1  thought  not  myself  thus  engrossed  by  love  until  I  was 
afflicted  when  I  was  not  aware  of  it. 

Then  the  voice  ceased,  and  I  knew  not  whence  it  came 
to  me  ;  wherefore  I  was  perplexed  ;  and  presently  the 
complainer  repeated  the  lamentation,  and  recited  thus 

Hath  the  phantom  of  Reiya,  visiting,  saddened  thee,  in  the 

thick  darkness  of  black-haired  night  ? 
And  hath  love  rendered  thine  eyes  sleepless,  and  the 

phantom-visiter  agitated  thy  heart  ? 
I  exclaimed  to  my  night,  whose  darkness  resembled  a  sea 

in  which  swelling  waves  were  dashing, 

0  night,  thou  art  tedious  to  a  lover  unto  whom  there  is 
no  assister  or  helper  save  the  morning ! 

But  the  night  replied,  Complain  not  of  my  length ;  for 
love  is  the  present  cause  of*  abjection. 

1  arose  and  went  towards  him  on  his  commencing  the 
recitation  of  these  verses,  proceeding  towards  the  quarter 
whence  the  voice  came,  and  he  had  not  ended  the  verses 
before  I  was  by  him,  when  I  saw  a  young  man  of  the 
utmost  beauty  :  the  down  of  the  sides  of  his  face  had  not 
begun  to  grow,  and  tears  had  made  two  tracks  down  his 
cheeks.  I  said  to  him,  An  excellent  young  man  art 
thou  !  He  replied,  And  thou  too.  But  who,  he  asked, 
is  the  man  before  me  ?  I  answered,  'Abd  Allah  the  son 
of  Maamar  El-Keysee.— Dost  thou  want  anything  ?  said 
he,  I  answered,  I  was  sitting  in  the  Rodah,  and  nought 
surprised  me  but  thy  voice.  With  my  life  would  I  ran- 
som thee.   What  is  it  that  thou  sufferest  ?— He  said,  Sit. 
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So  I  sat ;  and  he  said,  I  am  'Otbeh  the  son  of  El-Hobab 
the  son  of  El-Mundhir  the  son  of  El-Jamooh  the  An- 
saree.*  I  went  in  the  morning  to  the  Mesjid  el-Ahzab,f 
and  continued  my  inclinations  and  prostrations  ;  after 
which  I  withdrew  alone  to  occupy  myself  with  devotion  ; 
and  lo,  some  women  came  along,  walking  with  a  vacil- 
lating gait,  resembling  moons,  and  in  the  midst  of  them 
was  a  damsel  of  surprising  loveliness,  of  perfect  beauty, 
who  stopped  before  me,  and  said  to  me,  O  'Otbeh,  what 
sayest  thou  of  union  with  the  person  who  desireth  union 
with  thee  ?  Then  she  left  me  and  departed,  and  I  have 
not  heard  any  tidings  of  her,  nor  have  I  discovered  any 
trace  of  her ;  and  I  am  perplexed,  removing  from  place 
to  place. — Having  said  this,  he  cried  out,  and  fell  down 
upon  the  ground  in  a  fit,  and  when  he  recovered,  he  was 
as  though  his  cheeks  were  dyed  with  saffron ;  and  he 
recited  these  verses  : — 

I  see  you  with  my  heart  from  distant  tracts.    Do  you 

also  see  us  with  the  heart  from  afar  ? 
My  heart  and  my  eye  are  sorrowing  for  you  :  my  soul  is 

with  you,  and  you  are  ever  in  my  mind. 
I  should  not  delight  in  life  without  seeing  you,  even  were 

I  in  Paradise,  or  the  Garden  of  Eternity. 

Upon  this  I  said  to  him,  O  'Otbeh,  O  son  of  my  brother, 
turn  with  repentance  unto  the  Lord,  and  beg  the  forgive- 
ness of  thine  offence ;  for  thou  hast  to  experience  the 
dreadful  trial  of  the  judgment  before  God.  But  he  re- 
plied, Far  be  it  from  me  to  do  so  !    I  shall  not  cease  to 

*  The  descendants  of  those  citizens  of  El-Medeeneh  who 
assisted  the  Prophet  when  he  was  obliged  to  fly  from 
Mekkeh  are  called  "  Ansarees,"  from  "  Ansar,"  which  sig- 
nifies "Assistants." 

+  A  mosque  of  El-Medeeneh. 
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love  until  the  two  karadh-gatherers  return.*— I  remained 
with  him  until  daybreak,  when  I  said  to  him,  Arise  and 
accompany  us  to  the  Mesjid  [el-Ahzdb].  And  we  sat 
there  until  we  performed  the  noon-prayers ;  and  lo,  the 
women  came  ;  but  as  to  the  damsel,  she  was  not  among 
them ;  and  they  said,  O  'Otbeh,  what  thinkest  thou  of 
her  who  desireth  union  with  thee  ?  He  said,  And  what 
of  her  ?  They  answered,  Her  father  hath  taken  her, 
and  departed  to  Es-Sem&weh.  And  I  asked  them  what 
was  the  name  of  the  damsel.  They  answered,  Reiya  the 
daughter  of  El-Ghitreef  Es-Sulamee. f  And  he  raised  his 
head,  and  recited  these  two  verses  :  — 

O  my  friend,  Reiya  hath  hastened  in  the  morning,  and  to 
the  district  of  Es-Semaweh  her  caravan  hath  gone. 

0  my  friend,  I  have  fainted  by  reason  of  my  weeping. 
Hath  any  one  else,  then,  a  tear  that  I  may  borrow  ? 

1  then  said  to  him,  O  'Otbeh,  I  have  brought  with  me 
great  wealth,  with  which  I  desire  to  protect  the  gener- 
ous from  disgrace.  By  Allah,  I  will  expend  it  for  thee, 
that  thou  mayest  attain  thy  desire,  and  more  than  thy 
desire.  Arise  then  and  accompany  us  to  the  assembly 
of  the  Ansdrees.— We  therefore  arose  and  proceeded 
until  we  beheld  their  assembly,  when  I  saluted  them, 
and  they  returned  the  salutation  courteously  ;  after  which 
I  said,  O  assembly,  what  say  ye  of  'Otbeh  and  his  father  ? 
They  answered,  Of  the  chiefs  of  the  Arabs.  And  I 
said,  Know  ye  that  he  hath  been  smitten  with  the  ca- 

*  Two  men  went  forth  to  gather  karadh,  and  never  re- 
turned: hence  the  proverbial  expression  in  the  text. 
"  Karadh"  is  the  name  of  the  fruit  of  the  sant  (Mimosa 
Nilotica  of  Linnaeus)  and  of  the  leaves  of  the  selem  (Mimosa 
flava  of  Forskal). 

f  That  is,  *  of  the  tribe  of  the  Benee  Suleym. 
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lamity  of  love,  and  I  desire  your  aid  and  company  to 
Es-Semaweh.  They  replied,  We  hear  and  obey.  So 
we  mounted,  and  the  party  mounted  with  us,  and  we 
proceeded  until  we  came  in  sight  of  the  abode  of  the 
Benee  Suleym,  when  El-Ghitreef  became  acquainted 
with  our  place,  and  came  forth  in  haste  and  met  us, 
saying,  May  ye  live,  O  generous  men  !  We  replied, 
And  thou,  mayest  thou  live  !  We  are  thy  guests. — 
And  he  said,  Ye  have  alighted  at  a  most  hospitable, 
ample  abode.  And  he  alighted,  and  called  out,  O  com- 
pany of  slaves,  come  down  !  So  the  slaves  came  down, 
and  they  spread  the  skins  and  placed  pillows,  and 
slaughtered  the  cattle  and  the  sheep.  But  we  said,  We 
will  not  taste  thy  food  until  thou  shalt  have  performed  our 
want. — And  what,  said  he,  is  your  want  ?  We  answered, 
We  demand  in  marriage  thy  generous  daughter  for  'Otbeh 
the  son  of  El-Hobab  the  son  of  El  Mundhir,  the  high  in 
nobility,  the  good  in  origin.  And  he  replied,  O  my 
brothers,  she  whom  ye  demand  in  marriage  is  at  her  own 
disposal,  and  I  will  go  in  and  inform  her.  Then  he 
arose  in  anger,  and  went  in  to  Reiya.  So  she  said,  O  my 
father,  wherefore  do  I  see  anger  apparent  in  thy  counte- 
nance? And  he  answered,  A  party  of  the  Ansarees 
have  come  to  me  demanding  thee  of  me  in  marriage. 
She  replied,  They  are  generous  chiefs.  I  beg  forgive- 
ness for  them  of  the  Prophet,  on  whom  be  the  most  ex- 
cellent salutations,  and  peace  !  And  for  whom  among 
them,  she  asked,  is  the  demand? — He  answered  her, 
For  a  youth  known  by  the  name  of  'Otbeh,  the  son  of 
El-Hobab.  She  replied,  I  have  heard  of  this  'Otbeh, 
that  he  performeth  that  which  he  promiseth,  and  at- 
taineth  that  which  he  seeketh.    But  he  said,  I  swear  that 
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I  will  never  marry  thee  to  him ;  for  some  of  thy  con- 
versation with  him  hath  been  reported  to  me. — What 
was  that  ?  she  asked.  But  she  added,  I  swear  that  the 
Ansarees  shall  not  be  rejected  in  a  foul  manner :  so  give 
them  a  fair  reply.— How  ?  said  he.  She  answered,  Make 
the  dowry  heavy  to  them  ;  for  then  they  will  desist. 
And  he  replied,  How  excellent  is  that  which  thou  hast 
said !  Then  he  went  forth  in  haste,  and  said,  The  damsel 
of  the  tribe  hath  consented ;  but  she  desireth  a  dowry 
like  herself,  and  who  can  give  it  ? — I,  answered  'Abd 
Allah.  And  he  said,  I  desire  for  her  a  thousand  brace- 
lets of  red  gold,  and  five  thousand  dirhems  of  the  coin  of 
Hejer,*  and  of  burds  and  heberehsf  a  hundred  pieces, 
and  five  skins  of  ambergris. — Thou  shalt  have  this  de- 
mand, said  'Abd  Allah  :  then  dost  thou  consent  ?  He 
answered,  I  do  consent. 

'Abd  Allah  therefore  sent  some  persons  of  the  Ansa- 
rees to  the  Illumined  City,J  and  they  brought  all  that  he 
had  guaranteed  to  give.  The  cattle  and  the  sheep  were 
slaughtered,  and  the  people  assembled  to  eat  the  food. 

*  That  is,  coined  at  Hejer. 

t  The  "  burden,"  which  is  a  single  piece,  or  garment,  of 
the  kind  called  "  burd,"  is  an  oblong  piece  of  thick  woollen 
stuff,  used  to  envelop  the  body  by  day,  and  also  as  a  night- 
covering,  and  generally  brown  or  greyish.  It  appears  to 
have  been,  in  earlier  times,  always  striped  ;  but  some  modern 
burdens  are  plain,  and  others  have  stripes  so  narrow  and 
near  together  that  at  a  little  distance  the  stuff  appears  to  be 
of  one  colour.  The  Prophet's  burdeh  is  described  as  about 
seven  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  and  four  and  a  half  in  width. 
— The  "hebereh"  is  a  kind  of  burd  of  the  manufacture  of 
El- Yemen.  It  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the  modern 
"  habarah." 

X  ElMedeeneh  (i.  e.  "  the  City"),  originally  called  "  Yeth 
rib,"  has  several  appellations  of  this  kind. 
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—We  continued  in  this  state,  says  'Abd  Allah,  forty 
days;  after  which  El-Ghitreef  said,  Take  ye  your 
damsel.  So  we  mounted  her  in  a  hodaj  ;  *  and  he  fur- 
nished her  with  thirty  camels  laden  with  rarities.  Then 
he  bade  us  farewell,  and  departed  ;  and  we  proceeded 
until  there  remained  between  us  and  the  Illumined  City 
one  day's  journey  ;  whereupon  there  came  forth  against 
us  a  party  of  horsemen,  with  intent  to  plunder,  and  I 
*  Kind  of  litter. 
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imagine  that  they  were  of  the  Benee  Suleym.  So 
'Otbeh  the  son  of  El-Hobab  charged  upon  them,  and 
slew  a  number  of  men,  and  he  turned  away,  wounded  by 
a  thrust  of  a  spear.  Then  he  fell  to  the  earth  ;  and 
assistance  came  to  us  from  the  inhabitants  of  that  part, 
and  they  repelled  from  us  the  horsemen.  But  'Otbeh 
had  ended  his  days,  and  we  said,  Alas,  'Otbeh  !  The 
damsel  therefore  heard  this,  and  she  cast  herself  down 
from  the  camel,  threw  herself  upon  him,  and  cried  cut  in 
anguish,  and  repeated  these  verses  : — 

I  affected  patience ;  but  I  was  not  patient :  I  only  beguiled 

myself ;  for  I  am  about  to  join  thee. 
Had  my  soul  acted  justly,  it,  rather  than  any  of  the 

creation,  had  gone  before  thee  to  destruction. 
After  me  and  thee,  therefore,  none  will  be  just  to  a  friend, 

nor  soul  agree  with  soul. 

Then  she  uttered  one  groan,  and  her  days  were  ended. 
So  we  dug  for  them  one  grave,  and  interred  them,  and  I 
returned  to  the  country  of  my  people,  where  I  remained 
seven  years  ;  after  which  I  went  again  to  the  Hejaz,* 
and  entered  the  Illumined  City  to  visit  ;f  and  I  said,  By 
Allah,  I  will  go  again  to  the  tomb  of  'Otbeh.  And  I 
came  to  it,  and  lo,  over  it  was  a  tall  tree,  on  which  were 
red  and  yellow  and  green  strips  of  stuff ;  %  and  I  said  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  [adjacent]  halting-place,  What  is 
this  tree  called?    They  answered,  The  Tree  of  the 

*  The  Hejaz  is  that  large  and  famous  province  of  Arabia 
containing  the  two  sacred  cities,  Mekkeh  and  El-Medeeneh. 
Geographers  differ  much  as  to  its  limits. 

+  That  is,  to  visit  the  tomb  of  the  Prophet. 

X  Such  strips  I  have  often  seen  upon  trees  by  the  tombs  of 
saints.  My  inquiries  never  procured  for  me  any  informa- 
tion respecting  them,  further  than  this,  that  they  were 
merely  memorials  of  visiters. 

I 
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Bridegroom  and  Bride.  And  I  remained  by  the  tomb  a 
day  and  a  night,  and  departed.  This  was  the  last  that  I 
knew  of  'Otbeh.  May  God  (whose  name  be  exalted  !) 
have  mercy  on  him ! 


'EKRIMEH  AND  KHUZEYMEH. 

There  was,  in  the  days  of  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful, 
Suleyman  the  son  of  'Abd  El-Melik,*  a  man  named 
Khuzeymeh  the  son  of  Bishr,  of  the  tribe  of  the  Benee 
Asad,  who  was  distinguished  by  manifest  generosity,  and 
abundant  wealth,  and  beneficence  and  kindness  to  his 
brethren.  He  continued  this  until  misfortune  crippled 
him,  so  that  he  became  in  need  of  the  assistance  of  his 
brethren  towards  whom  he  had  exercised  his  generosity, 
and  whom  he  had  comforted  ;  and  they  comforted  him  a 
while  ;  but  after  that,  they  became  weary  of  him.  And 
when  their  altered  conduct  towards  him  appeared  unto 
him,  he  went  to  his  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  his 
paternal  uncle,  and  said  to  her,  O  daughter  of  my  uncle, 
I  have  experienced  from  my  brethren  a  change  of  con- 
duct, and  I  have  determined  to  confine  myself  to  my 
house  until  death  shall  come  to  me.  So  he  closed  his 
door  upon  himself,  and  proceeded  to  sustain  himself  by 
the  provision  that  he  had  until  it  was  consumed,  when  he 
became  perplexed. 

Now  'Ekrimeh  El-Feiyad  f  Er-Raba'ee,  the  Governor 
of  El-Jezeereh,J  knew  him  ;  and  as  he  was  in  his  hall  of 

*  a.d.  715—717. 

f  "El-Feiyad"  literally  signifies  "the  Overflowing." 
'Ekrimeh  was  so  called  on  account  of  his  profuse  muni- 
ficence. 

%  Mesopotamia. 
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assembly,  Khuzeymeh  the  son  of  Bishr  was  mentioned, 
and  'Ekrimeh  El-Feiy£d  said,  In  what  state  is  he?  So 
they  answered  him,  He  hath  become  reduced  to  a  condi- 
tion not  to  be  described ;  he  hath  closed  his  door,  and 
confined  himself  to  his  house.  Upon  this,  'Ekrimeh  El- 
Feiyad  said,  This  hath  happened  to  him  only  in  conse- 
quence of  his  excessive  generosity,  and  how  is  it  that 
Khuzeymeh  the  son  of  Bishr  findeth  not  a  comforter  nor 
a  fulfiller  of  his  duty?  They  replied,  He  hath  found 
nothing  of  the  kind. — And  when  night  came,  he  took 
four  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and  put  them  into  one  bag. 
Then  he  gave  orders  to  saddle  his  beast,  went  forth 
secretly  from  his  family,  and  mounted,  attended  by  one 
of  his  young  men  carrying  the  money.  He  proceeded 
until  he  stopped  at  the  door  of  Khuzeymeh,  when  he  took 
the  purse  from  his  young  man,  and,  having  sent  him  to  a 
distance  from  him,  advanced  to  the  door,  and  pushed  it. 
So  Khuzeymeh  came  forth  to  him,  and  he  handed  to  him 
the  bag,  saying  to  him,  Amend  with  this  thy  circum- 
stances. He  therefore  took  it,  and  he  found  it  to  be 
heavy;  whereupon  he  put  it  down  from  his  hand,  and 
laid  hold  of  the  bridle  of  the  beast,  saying  to  'Ekrimeh, 
Who  art  thou  ?  May  my  soul  be  thy  sacrifice ! — But 
'Ekrimeh  replied,  O  thou,  I  came  not  to  thee  in  such  a 
time  as  this  and  desire  that  thou  shouldst  know  me. 
Khuzeymeh  rejoined,  Then  I  will  not  release  thee  until 
thou  inform  me  who  thou  art.  So  he  said,  I  am  a  repairer 
of  the  slips  of  the  generous. — And  tell  me  more,  said 
Khuzeymeh. — No,  replied  'Ekrimeh.  Then  he  departed. 
And  Khuzeymeh  went  in  with  the  bag  to  the  daughter 
of  his  uncle,  and  said  to  her,  Rejoice  at  good  tidings  ;  for 
God  hath  brought  speedy  relief,  and  wealth  ;  for  if  these 

i2 
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be  pieces  of  silver,  they  are  many.  Arise  and  light  a 
lamp. — But  she  replied,  There  is  no  means  of  lighting 
the  lamp.  So  he  passed  the  night  feeling  the  coins  with 
his  hand,  and  he  felt  the  roughness  of  pieces  of  gold,  yet 
believed  not  that  they  were  pieces  of  gold. — As  to 
'Ekrimeh,  however,  he  returned  to  his  abode,  and  found 
that  his  wife  had  missed  him,  and  asked  respecting  him, 
and  been  informed  of  his  having  ridden  forth  ;  wherefore 
she  suspected  him  for  this  conduct,  and  doubted  of  him, 
and  said  to  him,  The  Governor  of  El-Jezeereh  goeth  not 
forth  after  a  period  of  the  night,  without  his  young  men, 
unknown  to  his  family,  save  to  a  wife  or  a  concubine. 
He  replied,  God  knoweth  that  I  went  not  forth  unto  either 
of  those  two.  And  she  said,  Tell  me  for  what  purpose 
thou  wentest  forth.  He  replied,  I  went  not  forth  at  this 
time  save  in  order  that  no  one  should  know  it.  But  she 
rejoined,  I  must  be  informed.  He  said,  Wilt  thou  con- 
ceal the  thing  if  I  tell  thee  ?  She  answered,  Yes.  So 
he  acquainted  her  with  the  state  of  the  case,  and  with  that 
which  he  had  done  ;  after  which  he  said,  Dost  thou  wish 
that  I  should  swear  to  thee  also  ?  She  answered,  No, 
no ;  for  my  heart  hath  become  at  ease,  and  hath  relied 
upon  that  which  thou  hast  stated. 

But  as  to  Khuzeymeh,  when  he  arose  in  the  morning, 
he  appeased  the  creditors,  and  put  in  order  his  affairs. 
Then  he  equipped  himself,  desiring  to  repair  to  Suley- 
man  the  son  of  'Abd  El-Melik,  who  was  then  sojourning 
in  Falasteen ;  *  and  when  he  stopped  at  his  door,  and 
begged  permission  of  his  chamberlains  to  enter,  a  cham- 
berlain went  in  and  informed  the  Khaleefeh  of  his  being 
there.  As  he  was  celebrated  for  generosity,  and  Suley- 
*  Palestine. 
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man  knew  him,  he  gave  him  permission  to  enter  ;  and  on 
his  entering,  he  saluted  Suleyman  with  the  salutation 
usual  to  Khaleefehs  ;*  whereupon  Suleyman  the  son  of 
'Abd  El-Melik  said  to  him,  O  Khuzeymeh,  what  hath 
kept  thee  so  long  from  us?  He  answered,  The  evil 
state  of  my  affairs. — And  what,  said  the  Khaleefeh,  pre- 
vented thy  having  recourse  to  us  ?  He  answered,  My 
infirmity,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful.  The  Khaleefeh 
said,  Then  how  is  it  that  thou  hast  come  now  ? — Know, 
O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  he  answered,  that  I  was  in  my 
house,  after  a  portion  of  the  night  had  elapsed,  and  lo,  a 
man  knocked  at  the  door,  and  thus  and  thus  did  he. — 
And  he  acquainted  him  with  his  story  from  first  to  last ; 
and  Suleyman  said,  Knowest  thou  the  man?  Khuzey- 
meh answered,  I  do  not  know  him,  O  Prince  of  the 
Faithful ;  for  he  was  proud,  and  I  heard  not  of  his  speech 
aught  but  his  saying,  I  am  a  repairer  of  the  slips  of  the 
generous.  Upon  this,  Suleyman  the  son  of  'Abd  El- 
Melik  burned  and  anxiously  longed  to  know  him,  and 
said,  If  we  knew  him,  we  would  requite  him  for  his  kind- 
ness. Then  he  tied  an  ensign  f  for  Khuzeymeh,  the  son 
of  Bishr,  and  appointed  him  Governor  of  El-Jezeereh,  in 
the  place  of  'Ekrimeh  El-Feiydd. 

So  Khuzeymeh  went  forth  on  his  way  to  El-Jezeereh, 
and  when  he  drew  near  to  it,  'Ekrimeh  came  forth  and 
met  him,  and  the  people  of  El-Jezeereh  also  came  out  to 
meet  him,  and  they  saluted  one  another.  They  then 
proceeded  all  together  until  Khuzeymeh  entered  the  city, 
and  alighted  at  the  government-house,  when  he  gave 

*  Saying,  "  Peace  be  on  thee,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful !" 
t  This  was  a  usual  ceremony  on  the  occasion  of  appointing 
a  Governor  of  a  province. 
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orders  that  a  guarantee  should  be  taken  on  the  part  of 
'Ekrimeh,  and  that  he  should  be  called  to  account.  He 
was,  therefore,  called  to  account,  and  Khuzeymeh  found 
him  to  owe  large  sums  of  money,  and  required  him  to 
pay  them  ;  but  he  said,  I  have  no  means  of  paying 
aught—They  must  be  paid,  said  Khuzeymeh.  'Ekrimeh 
replied,  The  money  is  not  in  my  possession  ;  so  do  as 
thou  wilt.  And  Khuzeymeh  gave  orders  to  take  him  to 
prison,  and  sent  to  him  again,  requiring  him  to  pay  what 
he  owed.  But  he  sent  back,  saying  to  him,  I  am  not  of 
those  who  preserve  their  wealth  by  sacrificing  their 
honour  ;  so  do  as  thou  wilt.  And  Khuzeymeh  ordered 
that  his  feet  should  be  shackled  with  irons,  and  that  he 
should  be  kept  in  prison ;  and  he  remained  a  month,  or 
more,  until  that  treatment  emaciated  him,  and  his  impri- 
sonment afflicted  him.* 

Then  information  of  his  state  reached  the  daughter  of 
his  uncle,t  and  she  was  grieved  thereat  extremely,  and, 
having  called  an  emancipated  female  slave  who  had 
belonged  to  her,  who  was  endowed  with  abundant  in- 
tellect and  knowledge,  she  said  to  her,  Go  immediately 
to  the  door  of  the  Emeer  Khuzeymeh  the  son  of  Bishr, 
and  say,  I  have  an  admonition  to  give :— and  if  any  one 
ask  it  of  thee,  reply,  I  will  not  tell  it  save  to  the  Emeer. 
Then,  when  thou  hast  gone  in  to  him,  demand  of  him 
a  private  interview  ;  and  when  thou  art  alone  with  him, 
say  to  him,  What  is  this  deed  that  thou  hast  done  ? 
Was  the  requital  that  the  repairer  of  the  slips  of  the 
generous  should  receive  of  thee  nought  save  thy  requit- 

*  Perhaps  we  should  derive  some  excuse  for  Khuzeymeh 
from  the  ingratitude  of  his  frieuds. 
|  His  wife. 
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ing  him  with  severe  imprisonment  and  strait  confinement 
in  irons  ? — The  female  slave  therefore  did  as  she  com- 
manded ;  and  when  Khuzeymeh  heard  her  words,  he 
called  out  with  his  loudest  voice,  Alas,  my  baseness! 
Verily  he  is  the  person  ! — She  replied,  Yes.  So  he  gave 
orders  immediately  to  bring  his  beast,  and  it  was  sad- 
dled; and  he  summoned  the  chief  men  of  the  city, 
brought  them  together  to  him,  and  went  with  them  to 
the  door  of  the  prison,  and  opened  it.    Khuzeymeh  and 
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those  who  were  with  him  entered,  and  they  saw  'Ekri- 
meh  sitting,  changed  in  condition,  the  beating  and  afflic- 
tion that  he  suffered  having  emaciated  him  ;  and  when 
he  beheld  Khuzeymeh,  the  sight  abashed  him,  and  he 
hung  down  his  head.  But  Khuzeymeh  approached,  and 
threw  himself  upon  'Ekrimeh's  head,  kissing  it.  So 
'Ekrimeh  raised  his  head  towards  him,  and  said  to  him, 
What  hath  occasioned  this  conduct  of  thine  ?  He  an- 
swered, Thy  generous  actions,  and  my  evil  requital. 
And  'Ekrimeh  replied,  May  God  forgive  us  and  thee ! 
Then  Khuzeymeh  commanded  the  jailer  to  loose  the 
chains  from  him,  and  ordered  that  they  should  be  put 
upon  his  own  feet ;  whereupon  'Ekrimeh  said,  What  is 
this  that  thou  desirest  to  do  ?  He  answered,  I  desire 
that  I  may  suffer  like  as  thou  hast  suffered.  But  'Ekri- 
meh said,  I  conjure  thee  by  Allah  that  thou  do  it  not! 
— Then  they  all  went  forth,  and  proceeded  until  they 
arrived  at  the  mansion  of  Khuzeymeh,  when  'Ekrimeh 
bade  him  farewell,  and  desired  to  depart.  Khuzeymeh, 
however,  prevented  his  doing  so ;  and  'Ekrimeh  said, 
What  dost  thou  desire?  He  answered,  I  desire  to 
change  thy  condition  ;  for  my  shame  with  respect  to  the 
daughter  of  thine  uncle  is  greater  than  my  shame  with 
respect  to  thee.  He  then  gave  orders  to  clear  the  bath. 
So  they  cleared  it,  and  they  entered  together,  and  Khu- 
zeymeh himself  served  'Ekrimeh.  After  that,  they 
went  forth,  and  Khuzeymeh  bestowed  upon  'Ekrimeh  a 
sumptuous  dress,  mounted  him  upon  a  beast,  and,  con- 
veying with  him  a  large  sum  of  money,  went  with  him 
to  his  house,  and  begged  his  permission  to  excuse  him- 
self to  the  daughter  of  his  uncle;  and  he  did  excuse 
himself  to  her ;  after  which,  he  asked  'Ekrimeh  to  go 
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with  him  to  Suleyman  the  son  of  'Abd  El-Melik,  who 
was  then  staying  at  Er-Ramleh,*  and  he  consented  to 
do  so. 

They  both  proceeded  until  they  came  to  Suleyman 
the  son  of  'Abd  El-Melik,  when  the  chamberlain  en- 
tered, and  acquainted  him  with  the  arrival  of  Khuzey- 
meh  the  son  of  Bishr ;  and  this  alarmed  him,  and  he 
said,  Doth  the  Governor  of  El-Jezeereh  come  without 
our  order  ?  This  is  on  account  of  nought  save  a  great 
occurrence ! — And  he  gave  him  permission  to  enter ; 
and  when  he  entered,  he  said  to  him,  before  he  had 
saluted  him,  What  tidings  bringest  thou,  O  Khuzeymeh  ? 
He  answered  him,  Good,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful. — 
And  what  hath  brought  thee  ?  said  the  Khaleefeh.  He 
answered,  I  have  got  the  repairer  of  the  slips  of  the 
generous,  and  I  wished  to  rejoice  thee  with  him,  having 
seen  thine  anxious  desire  to  know  him,  and  thy  longing 
to  behold  him.  The  Khaleefeh  said,  And  who  is  he  ? 
And  he  answered,  'Ekrimeh  El-Feiyacl.  So  he  gave 
him  permission  to  approach  ;  and  he  approached,  and 
saluted  him  as  Khaleefeh  ;  and  the  Khaleefeh  wel- 
comed him,  caused  him  to  draw  near  to  the  place  where 
he  sat,  and  said  to  him,  O  'Ekrimeh,  thy  good  action  to 
him  was  nought  but  a  trouble  to  thyself.  Then  Suley- 
man said,  Write  all  thy  wants,  and  everything  that  thou 
requirest,  in  a  note.  And  he  did  so  ;  and  the  Khaleefeh 
gave  orders  to  accomplish  all  that  he  required  immedi- 
ately. He  gave  orders  also  to  present  him  with  ten 
thousand  pieces  of  gold,  besides  the  needful  things  that 
he  had  written,  and  twenty  chests  of  clothes,  which 
were  also  in  addition  to  the  things  that  he  had  written  ; 
*  The  ancient  Rama  of  Ephraim. 
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after  which,  he  called  for  a  spear,  and  tied  for  him  an 
ensign,  as  Governor  of  El-Jezeereh  and  Irmeeneeyeh 
and  Adhrabeejan ;  and  he  said  to  him,  The  case  of 
Khuzeymeh  is  submitted  to  thee  :  if  thou  wilt,  thou 
shalt  confirm  him  ;  and  if  thou  wilt,  thou  shalt  displace 
him.  'Ekrimeh  replied,  Nay,  I  will  restore  him  to  his 
post,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful.  Then  they  both  de- 
parted from  him  ;  and  they  ceased  not  to  be  Governors 
under  Suleyman  the  son  of  'Abd  El-Melik  as  long  as  he 
was  Khaleefeh. 


ANECDOTE  OF  TWO  LOVERS  OF  THE  TRIBE  OF  THE 
BENEE  'OHDRAH. 

The  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  Haroon  Er-Rasheed,  being 
troubled  one  night  with  exceeding  restlessness,  desired 
Jemeel  the  son  of  Maamar  El-'Odhree  to  relate  to  him 
a  story,  and  the  latter  said, — 

Know,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  that  I  was  fascinated 
by  a  damsel,  enamoured  of  her,  and  I  used  often  to  visit 
her,  as  she  was  the  object  of  my  desire  and  ambition 
among  the  things  of  the  world.  Then  her  family  re- 
moved with  her,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  pasture  ; 
and  I  remained  a  while  without  seeing  her  ;  after  which 
desire  disquieted  me,  and  attracted  me  to  her  :  so  my 
soul  suggested  to  me  a  journey  to  her ;  and  on  a  certain 
night,  desire  excited  me  to  repair  to  her.  I  therefore 
arose,  and  girded  my  saddle  upon  my  she-camel,  bound 
my  turban  round  my  head,  put  on  my  old  clothes,*  slung 
on  my  sword,  armed  myself  with  my  spear,  mounted  my 
she -camel,  and  went  forth  to  seek  her.    I  journeyed 

*  For  travelling. 
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quickly,  and  I  was  proceeding  one  night,— it  was  a  night 
of  thick  darkness,  yet,  notwithstanding  that,  I  endured 
the  difficulties  of  descending  into  the  valleys  and  as- 
cending the  mountains,— and  I  heard  the  roaring  of  the 
lions,  and  the  howling  of  the  wolves,  and  the  noises  of 
wild  beasts  on  every  side.  My  reason  was  confounded, 
my  mind  was  disordered,  and  my  tongue  desisted  not 
from  repeating  the  praises  of  God,  whose  name  be  ex- 
alted !    And  while  I  was  proceeding  in  this  state,  sleep 
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overcame  me,  and  the  camel  conveyed  me  by  a  different 
way  from  that  in  which  I  was :  sleep  overpowered  me, 
and  lo,  something  struck  me  upon  my  head.  So  I  awoke 
alarmed  and  terrified ;  and  behold,  there  were  trees  and 
rivers,  and  birds  upon  the  branches  of  those  trees  were 
warbling  with  their  various  tongues  and  notes,  and  the 
trees  of  that  verdant  spot  were  entangled,  one  with  an- 
other. I  therefore  alighted  from  my  she-camel,  and 
took  her  halter  in  my  hand,  and  ceased  not  to  endeavour 
by  gentle  means  to  get  clear  until  I  led  her  forth  from 
those  trees  to  a  desert  tract ;  whereupon  I  placed  her 
saddle  right,  and  seated  myself  properly  on  her  back. 

I  knew  not  whither  to  go,  nor  unto  what  place  destiny 
would  urge  me  ;  but  I  looked  over  that  desert,  and  a  fire 
appeared  to  me  at  its  further  extremity.  So  I  struck  my 
she-camel,  and  proceeded  towards  the  fire  until  I  arrived 
at  it ;  and  I  drew  near  to  it,  and  looked  attentively  ;  and 
lo,  there  was  a  Bedawee  tent  pitched,  with  a  spear  stuck 
in  the  ground,  and  a  beast  standing,  and  horses,  and  pas- 
turing camels.  I  therefore  said  within  myself,  Probably 
great  importance  attaches  to  this  tent ;  for  I  see  not  in 
this  desert  any  other.  Then  I  advanced  towards  it,  and 
said,  Peace  be  on  you,  O  people  of  the  tent,  and  the 
mercy  of  God,  and  his  blessings  !  And  there  came  forth 
to  me  from  it  a  young  man,  of  the  youths  of  nineteen 
years,  who  was  like  the  full  moon  when  it  shineth,  and 
courage  was  manifest  in  his  countenance  ;  and  he  said, 
And  on  thee  be  peace,  and  the  mercy  of  God,  and  his 
blessings,  O  brother  of  the  Arabs !  Verily  I  imagine 
that  thou  hast  wandered  from  the  way. — I  replied,  The 
case  is  so.  Direct  me :  may  God  have  mercy  on  thee ! 
■ — But  he  said,  O  brother  of  the  Arabs,  verily  this  our 
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district  is  a  place  abounding  with  wild  beasts,  and  this 
night  is  dark  and  dreary,  exceedingly  dark  and  cold,  and 
I  should  not  be  without  fear  for  thee  lest  the  wild  beast 
should  tear  thee  ;  therefore  alight  and  rest  with  me,  and 
enjoy  amplitude  and  ease  ;  and  when  the  morrow  cometh, 
I  will  direct  thee  to  the  right  way. — Accordingly  I 
alighted  from  my  she-camel,  tied  up  one  of  her  fore-feet 
with  the  end  of  her  halter,*  and,  having  pulled  off  the 
clothes  that  were  upon  me,  attired  myself  lightly,  and 
sat  a  while.  And  lo,  the  young  man  took  a  sheep  and 
slaughtered  it,  and  he  kindled  and  lighted  up  a  fire  ; 
after  which,  he  entered  the  tent,  and  took  forth  some 
finef  spices,  and  good  salt,  and  began  to  cut  off  pieces  of 
the  meat  of  that  sheep,  and  to  roast  them  upon  the  fire, 
and  give  to  me ;  sighing  at  one  time,  and  weeping  at 
another.  Then  he  uttered  a  great  groan,  wept  violently, 
and  recited  these  verses : — 

There  remaineth  not  aught  save  a  flitting  breath,  and  an 

eye  whose  owner  is  confounded. 
There  remaineth  not  a  joint  of  any  of  his  limbs  but  in  it 

is  a  constant  disease ; 
And  his  tears  are  flowing,  and  his  bowels  burning  ;  but, 

notwithstanding  this,  he  is  silent. 
His  enemies  weep  for  him  in  pity.    Alas  for  him  whom 

the  exulting  foe  pitieth ! 

So  I  knew,  upon  this,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  that  the 
young  man  was  a  distracted  lover,  and  none  knoweth 
love  but  he  who  hath  tasted  it.  I  therefore  said  within 
myself,  Shall  I  ask  him  ?  But  then  I  consulted  my  mind, 
and  said,  How  shall  I  attack  him  with  inquiry  when  I 

*  Folding  the  leg,  and  tying  the  cord  round  it  a  few 
inches  from  the  knee. 

f  That  is,  finely  beaten  or  powdered. 
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am  in  his  abode  ?  So  I  restrained  myself ;  and  ate  of 
that  meat  as  much  as  sufficed  me ;  and  when  we  had 
finished  eating,  the  young  man  arose,  and  entered  the 
tent,  and  brought  forth  a  clean  basin,  with  a  handsome 
ewer,  and  a  napkin  of  silk,  the  ends  of  which  were  em- 
broidered with  red  gold,  and  a  sprinkling-bottle  full  of 
rose-water  infused  with  musk.  I  wondered  therefore  at 
his  elegance  and  delicacy,  and  said  within  myself,  I 
knew  not  elegance  in  the  desert.  Then  we  washed  our 
hands,  and  conversed  awhile ;  after  which  he  arose,  and 
entered  the  tentr  and  made  a  partition  between  me  and 
him  with  a  piece  of  red  brocade,  and  said,  Enter,  O 
chief  of  the  Arabs,  and  take  thy  place  of  repose ;  for 
thou  hast  experienced  fatigue  this  night,  and  excessive 
toil  in  this  thy  journey. 

So  I  entered,  and  lo,  I  found  a  bed  of  green  brocade, 
and  thereupon  I  pulled  off  the  clothes  that  were  upon  me, 
and  passed  such  a  night  as  I  had  never  passed  in  my  life  ; 
but  all  the  while  I  was  meditating  upon  the  case  of  this 
young  man  until  the  night  was  dark,  and  eyes  slept. 
Then  suddenly  I  heard  a  low  voice,  than  which  I  had 
never  heard  any  more  soft  or  delicate.  I  therefore 
raised  the  partition  that  was  put  between  us,  and  lo,  I 
beheld  a  damsel,  than  whom  I  had  never  seen  one  more 
beautiful  in  face.  She  was  by  his  side,  and  they  were 
weeping,  and  complaining  to  each  other  of  the  pain  of 
love  and  desire  and  ardent  passion,  and  of  the  violence 
of  their  longing  to  meet  each  other.  So  I  said,  O  Allah, 
how  I  wonder  at  this  second  person !  For  when  I 
entered  this  tent,  I  saw  not  in  it  any  one  but  this  young 
man,  and  he  had  not  any  one  with  him. — Then  I  said 
w  ithin  myself,  No  doubt  this  damsel  is  of  the  daughters 
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of  the  Jinn  :  she  loveth  this  young  man,  who  hath  segre- 
gated himself  with  her  in  this  place  ;  and  she  hath  segre- 
gated herself  with  him.  But  afterwards  I  looked  intently 
at  her,  and  behold,  she  was  a  human,  Arab  girl :  when 
she  uncovered  her  face,  she  put  to  shame  the  shining 
sun,  and  the  tent  was  illuminated  by  the  light  of  her 
countenance.  So  when  I  certified  myself  that  she  was 
his  beloved,  I  thought  upon  the  jealousy  of  the  lover; 
wherefore  I  let  down  the  curtain,  and  covered  my  face, 
and  slept.  And  when  I  arose  in  the  morning,  I  put  on 
my  clothes,  performed  the  ablution  for  my  prayers,  and 
acquitted  myself  of  the  divinely-ordained  prayers  that 
were  incumbent  on  me  j*  after  which  I  said  to  the  young 
man,  O  brother  of  the  Arabs,  wilt  thou  direct  me  to  the 
right  way  ?  Thou  hast  bestowed  favours  upon  me. — But 
he  looked  towards  me,  and  answered,  At  thy  leisure,  O 
chief  of  the  Arabs.  The  period  of  the  entertainment  of 
a  guest  is  three  days  ;  and  I  am  not  one  who  will  let  thee 
go  until  after  three  days. 

I  therefore  remained  with  him  three  days,  says 
Jemeel  ;  and  on  the  fourth  day  we  sat  to  converse,  and 
I  conversed  with  him,  and  asked  him  his  name  and  gene- 
alogy ;  whereupon  he  said,  As  to  my  genealogy,  I  am  of 
the  Benee  'Odhrah  ;  and  as  to  my  name,  I  am  such-a-one, 
the  son  of  such-a-one,  and  my  paternal  uncle  is  such-a-one. 
And  lo,  he  was  the  son  of  my  paternal  uncle,  O  Prince 
of  the  Faithful,  and  he  was  of  the  most  noble  house  of 
the  Benee  'Odhrah.  So  I  said,  O  son  of  my  uncle,  what 
induced  thee  to  do  as  I  see,  segregating  thyself  in  this 
desert ;  and  how  is  it  that  thou  hast  forsaken  thy  comforts 

*  That  is,  the  prayers  which  he  had  neglected  at  their 
proper  times. 
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and  the  comforts  of  thy  fathers ;  and  how  is  it  that  thou 
hast  forsaken  thy  male  slaves  and  thy  female  slaves,  and 
segregated  thyself  in  this  place  ?  And  when  he  heard, 
O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  my  words,  his  eyes  filled  with 
tears,  and  he  answered,  O  son  of  my  uncle,  I  was  in  love 
with  the  daughter  of  my  paternal  uncle,  fascinated  by 
her,  distracted  with  love  of  her,  rendered  insane  by 
passion  for  her,  unable  to  endure  separation  from  her ; 
and  my  passion  for  her  became  excessive.  So  I  de- 
manded her  in  marriage  of  my  uncle ;  but  he  refused, 
and  he  married  her  to  a  man  of  the  Benee  'Odhrah,  who 
took  her  as  his  wife,  and  conveyed  her  to  the  place  of  his 
residence  last  year.  And  when  she  was  distant  from 
me,  and  I  was  prevented  from  seeing  her,  the  burnings  of 
love,  and  the  violence  of  desire  and  ardent  passion,  in- 
duced me  to  forsake  my  family,  and  to  quit  my  tribe  and 
my  friends  and  all  my  comforts,  and  I  took  up  my  abode 
alone  in  this  tent  in  this  desert,  and  accustomed  myself 
to  my  solitude. — And  where,  said  I,  are  their  tents  ? 
He  answered,  They  are  near,  on  the  summit  of  this 
mountain ;  and  every  night,  when  eyes  sleep,  in  the 
stillness  of  night,  she  stealeth  away  secretly  from  the 
tribe,  so  ihat  no  one  knoweth  of  her  movement,  and  I 
accomplish  my  desire  by  discourse  with  her,  and  she 
accomplisheth  her  desire  in  like  manner.  I  am  remain- 
ing in  this  state,  consoling  myself  with  her  during  a 
period  of  the  night,  until  God  shall  accomplish  a  thing 
that  must  come  to  pass,  or  my  object  be  attained  in  spite 
of  the  enviers,  or  until  God  shall  determine  for  me,  and 
He  is  the  best  of  those  who  determine. — So  when  the 
young  man  informed  me,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  his 
case  grieved  me,  and  I  became  perplexed  by  reason  of 
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the  zeal  that  affected  me  thereupon.  Then  I  said  to  him, 
O  son  of  my  uncle,  shall  I  show  thee  a  stratagem  that  I 
would  counsel  thee  to  employ,  wherein,  if  it  be  the  will 
of  God,  thou  wilt  find  the  most  advisable  course,  and  the 
way  to  a  right  and  successful  issue,  and  by  means  of 
which  God  will  dispel  from  thee  that  which  thou  dread- 
est  ?  The  young  man  answered,  Tell  me,  O  son  of  my 
uncle.  And  I  said  to  him,  When  it  is  night,  and  the 
damsel  hath  come,  put  her  upon  my  she-camel :  for  she 
is  swift ;  and  mount  thou  thy  courser.  I  also  will  mount 
one  of  these  she-camels,  and  proceed  with  you  both  all 
the  night,  and  the  morning  will  not  have  come  before  I 
shall  have  traversed  with  you  deserts  and  wastes ;  so 
thou  wilt  have  attained  thy  desire,  and  got  possession  of 
the  beloved  of  thy  heart.  The  expanse  of  God's  earth 
is  wide,  and  I,  by  Allah,  will  aid  thee  while  I  live  with 
my  soul  and  my  wealth  and  my  sword. — And  when  he 
heard  this,  he  replied,  O  son  of  my  uncle,  wait  until  I 
consult  her  on  this  subject ;  for  she  is  intelligent,  prudent, 
having  clear  judgment. 

But  when  the  night  became  dark,  and  the  time  of  her 
coming  had  arrived,  and  he  was  expecting  her  at  the 
known  period,  she  was  behind  her  usual  time ;  and  I 
saw  the  young  man  go  forth  from  the  door  of  the  tent, 
and  open  his  mouth,  and  begin  to  inhale  the  breeze  that 
blew  from  the  quarter  whence  she  came,  smelling  her 
odour ;  and  he  recited  these  two  verses  : — 

O  zephyr,  thou  bringest  me  a  gentle  gale  from  the  place 

in  which  the  beloved  is  dwelling. 
O  wind,  thou  bearest  a  token  of  the  beloved.  Knowest 

thou,  then,  when  she  will  arrive  ? 

Then  he  entered  the  tent,  and  sat  a  while  weeping  ; 
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after  which  he  said,  O  son  of  my  uncle,  verily  some- 
thing hath  occurred  to  the  daughter  of  my  uncle  this 
night,  and  some  accident  hath  happened  to  her,  or  some 
obstacle  hath  prevented  her  from  coming  to  me.  He 
then  said  to  me,  Stay  in  thy  place  until  I  bring  thee  the 
news.  And  thereupon  he  took  his  sword  and  his  shield, 
and  after  he  had  been  absent  from  me  for  a  period  of  the 
night,  he  approached  bearing  something  upon  his  hands, 
and  called  out  to  me.  So  I  hastened  to  him,  and  he 
said,  O  son  of  my  uncle,  knowest  thou  what  hath  hap- 
pened ?  I  answered,  No,  by  Allah.  And  he  said, 
Verily  I  have  been  afflicted  with  respect  to  the  daughter 
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of  my  uncle  this  night ;  for  she  was  coming  to  us,  and  a 
lion  opposed  her  in  her  way,  and  rent  her,  and  there  re- 
mained not  of  her  aught  save  what  thou  seest.  Then  he 
threw  down  what  was  upon  his  hand  ;  and  lo,  it  was  the 
ends  of  the  bones  of  the  damsel,  and  what  else  remained 
of  her  bones.  And  he  wept  violently,  and,  having  cast 
the  shield  from  his  hand,  took  in  his  hand  a  bag,  and 
said  to  me,  Go  not  hence  until  I  come  to  thee,  if  it  be 
the  will  of  God,  whose  name  be  exalted  !  He  then  de- 
parted, and  was  absent  from  me  a  while  ;  after  which  he 
returned  with  the  head  of  the  lion  in  his  hand,  and  he 
threw  it  down  from  his  hand,  and  demanded  water.  So  I 
brought  it  to  him  ;  and  he  washed  the  mouth  of  the  lion, 
and  began  to  kiss  it,  and  to  weep.  His  mourning  for 
her  was  excessive  ;  and  he  recited  these  verses  : — 

0  lion,  who  hast  exposed  thyself  to  destruction,  thou  hast 
perished,  and  hast  roused  up  my  grief  for  my  beloved. 

Thou  hast  rendered  me  solitary  who  was  lately  her  com- 
panion, and  made  the  bowels  of  the  earth  to  be  her 
grave. 

1  say  to  time,  that  hath  afflicted  me  with  her  separation, 
God  forbid  that  thou  shouldst  show  me  a  friend  in  her 
stead ! 

He  then  said,  O  son  of  my  uncle,  I  implore  thee  by 
Allah,  and  by  the  claim  of  relationship  and  consanguinity 
that  subsisteth  between  me  and  thee,  that  thou  keep  my 
charge.  Thou  wilt  see  me  presently  dead  before  thee  ; 
and  thereupon  do  thou  wash  me,  and  shroud  me  together 
with  these  remains  of  the  bones  of  the  daughter  of  my 
uncle  in  this  garment,  and  bury  us  both  in  one  grave, 
and  inscribe  upon  our  grave  these  two  verses  : — 

We  lived  upon  the  earth  a  life  of  comfort,  united  iu 
fellowship,  and  in  abode  and  home ; 
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But  fortune,  with  its  changes,  parted  us  from  each  other, 
and  now  the  grave-clothes  have  united  us. 

Then  he  wept  violently,  and  entered  the  tent,  and  was 
absent  from  me  a  while ;  after  which  he  came  forth  ; 
and  he  began  to  sigh  and  to  cry  out,  and,  uttering  a  deep 
groan,  he  quitted  the  world.  So  when  I  beheld  him 
thus  die,  the  event  grieved  me  and  afflicted  me  so  that  I 
almost  joined  him  by  reason  of  the  violence  of  my  sorrow 
for  him.  I  then  advanced  to  him,  and  laid  him  on  the 
ground,  and  did  with  him  as  he  had  ordered  me.  I 
shrouded  him  with  the  remains  of  the  damsel  together, 
and  buried  them  in  one  grave,  and  remained  by  their 
grave  three  days  ;  after  which  I  departed ;  and  I  con- 
tinued for  two  years  to  visit  them  frequently. — Such  were 
the  events  of  their  history,  O  Prince  of  the  Faithful. 

And  when  Er-Rasheed  heard  his  story,  he  approved 
it;  and  he  bestowed  upon  him  a  robe  of  honour,  and 
conferred  upon  him  a  handsome  gift. 


THE  FABLE  OF  THE  FOX  AND  THE  WOLF. 

A  fox  and  a  wolf  inhabited  the  same  den,  resorting 
thither  together,  and  thus  they  remained  a  long  time. 
But  the  wolf  oppressed  the  fox  ;  and  it  so  happened  that 
the  fox  counselled  the  wolf  to  assume  benignity,  and  to 
abandon  wickedness,  saying  to  him,  If  thou  persevere  in 
thine  arrogance,  probably  God  will  give  power  over  thee 
to  a  son  of  Adam  ;  for  he  is  possessed  of  stratagems,  and 
artifice,  and  guile  :  he  captureth  the  birds  from  the  sky, 
and  the  fish  from  the  sea,  and  cutteth  the  mountains  and 
transporteth  them  ;  and  all  this  he  accomplisheth  through 
his  stratagems.   Betake  thyself,  therefore,  to  the  practice 
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of  equity,  and  relinquish  evil  and  oppression  ;  for  it  will 
be  more  pleasant  to  thy  taste. — The  wolf,  however,  re- 
ceived not  his  advice ;  on  the  contrary,  he  returned  him 
a  rough  reply,  saying  to  him,  Thou  hast  no  right  to 
speak  on  matters  of  magnitude  and  importance.  He  then 
gave  the  fox  such  a  blow  that  he  fell  down  senseless  ; 
and  when  he  recovered,  he  smiled  in  the  wolf's  face, 
apologizing  for  his  shameful  words,  and  recited  these  two 
verses : — 

If  I  have  been  faulty  in  my  affection  for  you,  and  com- 
mitted a  deed  of  a  shameful  nature, 

I  repent  of  my  offence,  and  your  clemency  will  extend  to 
the  evil-doer  who  craveth  forgiveness. 

So  the  wolf  accepted  his  apology,  and  ceased  from  ill- 
treating  him,  but  said  to  him,  Speak  not  of  that  which 
concerneth  thee  not,  lest  thou  hear  that  which  will  not 
please  thee.  The  fox  replied,  I  hear  and  obey.  I  will 
abstain  from  that  which  pleaseth  thee  not ;  for  the  sage 
hath  said,  Offer  not  information  on  a  subject  respecting 
which  thou  art  not  questioned  ;  and  reply  not  to  words 
when  thou  art  not  invited ;  leave  what  concerneth  thee 
not,  to  attend  to  that  which  doth  concern  thee ;  and 
lavish  not  advice  upon  the  evil,  for  they  will  recompense 
thee  for  it  with  evil. — And  when  the  wolf  heard  these 
words  of  the  fox,  he  smiled  in  his  face  ;  but  he  meditated 
upon  employing  some  artifice  against  him,  and  said,  I 
must  strive  to  effect  the  destruction  of  this  fox.  As  to 
the  fox,  however,  he  bore  patiently  the  injurious  conduct 
of  the  wolf,  saying  within  himself,  Verily,  insolence  and 
calumny  occasion  destruction,  and  betray  one  into  per- 
plexity ;  for  it  hath  been  said,  He  who  is  insolent  suffereth 
injury,  and  he  who  is  ignorant  repenteth,  and  he  who 
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feareth  is  safe :  moderation  is  one  of  the  qualities  of  the 
noble,  and  good  manners  are  the  noblest  gain.  It  is 
advisable  to  behave  with  dissimulation  towards  this  tyrant, 
and  he  will  inevitably  be  overthrown. — He  then  said  to 
the  wolf,  Verily  the  Lord  pardoneth  and  becometh  pro- 
pitious unto  his  servant  when  he  hath  sinned  ;  and  I  am 
a  weak  slave,  and  have  committed  a  transgression  in 
offering  thee  advice.  Had  I  foreknown  the  pain  that  I 
have  suffered  from  thy  blow,  I  had  known  that  the  elephant 
could  not  withstand  nor  endure  it ;  but  I  will  not  com- 
plain of  the  pain  of  that  blow,  on  account  of  the  happiness 
that  hath  resulted  unto  me  from  it ;  for,  if  it  had  a  severe 
effect  upon  me,  its  result  was  happiness  ;  and  the  sage 
hath  said,  The  beating  inflicted  by  the  preceptor  is  at 
first  extremely  grievous ;  but  in  the  end  it  is  sweeter 
than  clarified  honey. — So  the  wolf  said,  I  forgive  thine 
offence,  and  cancel  thy  fault ;  but  beware  of  my  power, 
and  confess  thyself  my  slave  ;  for  thou  hast  experienced 
my  severity  unto  him  who  showeth  me  hostility.  The 
fox,  therefore,  prostrated  himself  before  him,  saying  to 
him,  May  God  prolong  thy  life,  and  mayest  thou  not 
cease  to  subdue  him  who  opposeth  thee !  And  he  con- 
tinued to  fear  the  wolf,  and  to  dissemble  towards  him. 

After  this,  the  fox  went  one  day  to  a  vineyard,  and 
saw  in  its  wall  a  breach  ;  but  he  suspected  it,  saying 
within  himself,  There  must  be  some  cause  for  this  breach  ; 
and  it  hath  been  said,  Whoso  sceth  a  hole  in  the  ground, 
and  doth  not  shun  it,  and  be  cautious  of  advancing  to  it 
boldly,  exposeth  himself  to  danger  and  destruction.  It 
is  well  known  that  some  men  make  a  figure  of  the  fox 
in  the  vineyard,  and  even  put  before  it  grapes  in  plates, 
in  order  that  a  fox  may  see  it,  and  advance  to  it,  and  fall 
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into  destruction.  Verily  I  regard  this  breach  as  a  snare  ; 
and  it  hath  been  said,  Caution  is  the  half  of  cleverness. 
Caution  requireth  me  to  examine  this  breach,  and  to  see 
if  I  can  find  there  any  thing  that  may  lead  to  perdition. 
Covetousness  doth  not  induce  me  to  throw  myself  into 
destruction. — He  then  approached  it,  and,  going  round 
about  examining  it  warily,  beheld  it ;  and  lo,  there  was 
a  deep  pit,  which  the  owner  of  the  vineyard  had  dug  to 
catch  in  it  the  wild  beasts  that  despoiled  the  vines ;  and 
he  observed  over  it  a  slight  covering.  So  he  drew  back 
from  it,  and  said,  Praise  be  to  God  that  I  regarded  it 
with  caution  !  I  hope  that  my  enemy,  the  wolf,  who 
hath  made  my  life  miserable,  may  fall  into  it ;  so  that  I 
alone  may  enjoy  absolute  power  over  the  vineyard,  and 
live  in  it  securely  !  Then,  shaking  his  head,  and  uttering 
a  loud  laugh,  he  merrily  sang  these  verses  : — 

Would  that  I  beheld  at  the  present  moment  in  this  well 
a  wolf 

Who  hath  long  afflicted  my  heart,  and  made  me  drink 

bitterness  perforce  ! 
Would  that  my  life  may  be  spared,  and  that  the  wolf  may 

meet  his  death ! 
Then  the  vineyard  will  be  free  from  his  presence,  and  I 

shall  find  in  it  my  spoil. 
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Having  finished  his  song,  he  hurried  away  until  he  came 
to  the  wolf,  when  he  said  to  him,  Verily  God  hath 
smoothed  for  thee  the  way  to  the  vineyard  without  fa- 
tigue. This  hath  happened  through  thy  good  fortune. 
May  est  thou  enjoy,  therefore,  that  to  which  God  hath 
granted  thee  access,  in  smoothing  thy  way  to  that  plun- 
der and  that  abundant  sustenance  without  any  difficulty  ! 
— So  the  wolf  said  to  the  fox,  What  is  the  proof  of  that 
which  thou  hast  declared  ?  The  fox  answered,  I  went 
to  the  vineyard,  and  found  that  its  owner  had  died  ;  and 
I  entered  the  garden,  and  beheld  the  fruits  shining  upon 
the  trees. 

So  the  wolf  doubted  not  the  words  of  the  fox,  and  in 
his  eagerness  he  arose  and  went  to  the  breach.  His  cu- 
pidity had  deceived  him  with  vain  hopes,  and  the  fox 
stopped  and  fell  down  behind  him  as  one  dead,  applying 
this  verse  as  a  proverb  suited  to  the  case  : — 

Dost  thou  covet  an  interview  with  Leyla?*    It- is  covet- 
ousness  that  causeth  the  loss  of  men's  heads. 

And  when  the  wolf  came  to  the  breach,  the  fox  said  to 
him,  Enter  the  vineyard  ;  for  thou  art  spared  the  trouble 
of  breaking  down  the  wall  of  the  garden,  and  it  remaineth 
for  God  to  complete  the  benefit.  So  the  wolf  walked 
forward,  desiring  to  enter  the  vineyard,  and  when  he 
came  to  the  middle  of  the  covering  of  the  hole,  he  fell 
into  it ;  whereupon  the  fox  was  violently  excited  by  hap- 
piness and  joy  ;  his  anxiety  and  grief  ceased,  and,  in 
merry  tones,  he  sang  these  verses  : — 

Fortune  hath  compassionated  my  case,  and  felt  pity  for  the 
length  of  my  torment, 

*  "Leyla"  is  a  common  proper-name  of  women. 


FABLE  OF  THE  FOX  AND  THE  WOLF. 


201 


And  granted  me  what  I  desired,  and  removed  that  which 
I  dreaded. 

I  will  therefore  forgive  its  offences  committed  in  former 
times  ; 

Even  the  injustice  it  hath  shown  in  the  turning  of  my 
hair  gray. 

There  is  no  escape  for  the  wolf  from  utter  annihilation ; 
And  the  vineyard  is  for  me  alone,  and  1  have  no  stupid 
partner. 

He  then  looked  into  the  pit,  and  beheld  the  wolf  weep- 
ing in  his  repentance  and  sorrow  for  himself,  and  the 
fox  wept  with  him.  So  the  wolf  raised  his  head  towards 
him,  and  said,  Is  it  from  thy  compassion  for  me  that  thou 
hast  wept,  O  Abu-l-Hoseyn  ?* — No,  answered  the  fox  ; 
by  Him  who  cast  thee  into  this  pit ;  but  I  wept  for  the 
length  of  thy  past  life,  and  in  my  regret  at  thy  not  hav- 
ing fallen  into  this  pit  before  the  present  day.  Hadst 
thou  fallen  into  it  before  I  met  with  thee,  I  had  expe- 
rienced refreshment  and  ease.  But  thou  hast  been  spared 
to  the  expiration  of  thy  decreed  term  and  known  period. 
— The  wolf,  however,  said  to  him,  Go,  O  evil-doer,  to 
my  mother,  and  acquaint  her  with  that  which  hath  hap- 
pened to  me  :  perhaps  she  will  contrive  some  means  for 
my  deliverance.  But  the  fox  replied,  The  excess  of  thy 
covetousness  and  eager  desire  have  entrapped  thee  into 
destruction,  since  thou  hast  fallen  into  a  pit  from  which 
thou  wilt  never  be  saved.  Knowest  thou  not,  O  igno- 
rant wolf,  that  the  author  of  the  proverb  saith,  He  who 
thinketh  not  of  results  will  not  be  secure  from  perils  ?— 

*  "  Abu-l-Hoseyn"  is  a  surname  commonly  given  to  the 
fox ;  and  in  some  parts,  an  appellation  always  given  to  that 
animal  instead  of  "  thaalab,"  which  is  applied  to  the  jackal ; 
but  I  believe  that  these  two  animals  are  often  mistaken,  one 
for  the  other.  It  signifies  "  Father  (i.  e.  occupant)  of  the 
little  fortress." 

K 
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O  Abu-l-Hoseyn,  rejoined  the  wolf,  thou  wast  wont  to 
manifest  an  affection  for  me,  and  to  desire  my  friendship, 
and  fear  the  greatness  of  my  power.  Be  not,  then,  ran- 
corous towards  me  for  that  which  I  have  done  unto  thee  ; 
for  he  who  hath  one  in  his  power  and  yet  forgiveth  will 
receive  a  recompense  from  God  ;  and  the  poet  hath 
said : — 

Sow  good,  even  on  an  unworthy  soil ;  for  it  will  not  be 

fruitless  wherever  it  is  sown. 
Verily,  good,  though  it  remain  long  buried,  none  will 

reap  but  him  who  sowed  it. 

— O  most  ignorant  of  the  beasts  of  prey,  said  the  fox, 
and  most  stupid  of  the  wild  beasts  of  the  regions  of  the 
earth,  hast  thou  forgotten  thy  haughtiness  and  insolence 
and  pride,  and  thy  disregarding  the  rights  of  companion- 
ship, and  thy  refusing  to  be  advised  by  the  saying  of  the 
poet  ?— 

Tyrannize  not,  if  thou  hast  the  power  to  do  so ;  for  the 

tyrannical  is  in  danger  of  revenges. 
Thine  eye  will  sleep  while  the  oppressed,  wakeful,  will 

call  down  curses  on  thee,  and  God's  eye  sleepeth  not. 

— O  Abu-l-Hoseyn,  exclaimed  the  wolf,  be  not  angry 
with  me  for  my  former  offences ;  for  forgiveness  is  re- 
quired of  the  generous,  and  kind  conduct  is  among  the 
best  means  of  enriching  oneself.  How  excellent  is  the 
saying  of  the  poet ! — 

Haste  to  do  good  when  thou  art  able  ;  for  at  every  season 
thou  hast  not  the  power. 

He  continued  to  abase  himself  to  the  fox,  and  said  to 
him,  Perhaps  thou  canst  find  some  means  of  delivering 
me  from  destruction.  But  the  fox  replied,  O  artful, 
guileful,  treacherous  wolf,  hope  not  for  deliverance;  for 
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this  is  the  recompense  of  thy  base  conduct,  and  a  just 
retaliation.  Then  shaking  his  jaws  with  laughing,  he 
recited  these  two  verses : — 

No  longer  attempt  to  beguile  me  ;  for  thou  wilt  not  attain 
thine  object. 

What  thou  seekest  from  me  is  impossible.  Thou  hast 
sown,  and  reap  then,  vexation. 

— O  gentle  one  among  the  beasts  of  prey,  resumed  the 
wolf,  thou  art  in  my  estimation  more  faithful  than  to 
leave  me  in  this  pit !  He  then  shed  tears,  and  repeated 
this  couplet : — 

O  thou  whose  favours  to  me  have  been  many,  and  whose 
gifts  have  been  more  than  can  be  numbered  ! 

No  misfortune  hath  ever  yet  befallen  me  but  I  have 
found  thee  ready  to  aid  me  in  it. 

The  fox  replied,  O  stupid  enemy,  how  art  thou  reduced 
to  humility  and  submissiveness,  and  abjection  and  obse- 
quiousness, after  thy  disdain  and  pride,  and  tyranny  and 
haughtiness !  I  kept  company  with  thee  through  fear  of 
thine  oppression,  and  nattered  thee  without  a  hope  of 
conciliating  thy  kindness  ;  but  now,  terror  hath  affected 
thee,  and  punishment  hath  overtaken  thee.  And  he 
recited  these  two  verses  : — 

O  thou  who  seekest  to  beguile,  thou  hast  fallen  in  thy 
base  intention. 

Taste,  then,  the  pain  of  shameful  calamity,  and  be  with 
other  wolves  cut  off. 

— The  wolf  still  entreated  him,  saying,  O  gentle  one, 
speak  not  with  the  tongue  of  enmity,  nor  look  with  its 
eye  ;  but  fulfil  the  covenant  of  fellowship  with  me  before 
the  time  for  discovering  a  remedy  shall  have  passed. 
Arise  and  procure  for  me  a  rope,  and  tie  one  end  of  it 
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to  a  tree,  and  let  down  to  me  its  other  end,  that  I  may 
lay  hold  of  it.  Perhaps  I  may  so  escape  from  my 
present  predicament,  and  I  will  give  thee  all  the  treasures 
that  I  possess. — The  fox,  however,  replied,  Thou  hast 
prolonged  a  conversation  that  will  not  procure  thy  libe- 
ration. Hope  not,  therefore,  for  thine  escape  through 
my  means  ;  but  reflect  upon  thy  former  wicked  conduct, 
and  the  perfidy  and  artifice  which  thou  thoughtest  to 
employ  against  me,  and  how  near  thou  art  to  being 
stoned.  Know  that  thy  soul  is  about  to  quit  the  world, 
and  to  perish  and  depart  from  it :  then  wilt  thou  be  re- 
duced to  destruction ;  and  an  evil  abode  is  it  to  which 
thou  goest! — O  Abu-l-Hoseyn,  rejoined  the  wolf,  be 
ready  in  returning  to  friendship,  and  be  not  so  rancorous. 
Know  that  he  who  delivereth  a  soul  from  destruction 
hath  saved  it  alive,  and  he  who  saveth  a  soul  alive  is  as 
if  he  had  saved  the  lives  of  all  mankind.*  Follow  not  a 
course  of  evil ;  for  the  wise  abhor  it ;  and  there  is  no  evil 
more  manifest  than  my  being  in  this  pit,  drinking  the 
suffocating  pains  of  death,  and  looking  upon  destruction, 
when  thou  art  able  to  deliver  me  from  the  misery  into 
which  I  have  fallen. — But  the  fox  exclaimed,  O  thou 
barbarous,  hard-hearted  wretch !  I  compare  thee,  with 
respect  to  the  fairness  of  thy  professions  and  the  baseness 
of  thine  intention,  to  the  falcon  with  the  partridge. — 
And  what,  asked  the  wolf,  is  the  story  of  the  falcon  and 
the  partridge  ? 

The  fox  answered,  I  entered  a  vineyard  one  day  to 
eat  of  its  grapes,  and  while  I  was  there,  I  beheld  a  fal- 
con pounce  upon  a  partridge  ;  but  when  he  had  captured 

*  These  words,  "  and  he  who  saveth,"  &c.  are  from  the 
Kur-an,  chap,  v.,  v.  35. 
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him,  the  partridge  escaped  from  him  and  entered  his 
nest,  and  concealed  himself  in  it ;  whereupon  the  falcon 
followed  him,  calling  out  to  him,  O  idiot,  I  saw  thee  in 
the  desert  hungry,  and,  feeling  compassion  for  thee,  I 
gathered  for  thee  some  grain,  and  took  hold  of  thee  that 
thou  mightest  eat ;  but  thou  fleddest  from  me,  and  I  see 
no  reason  for  thy  flight  unless  it  be  to  mortify.  Show 
thyself,  then,  and  take  the  grain  that  I  have  brought 
thee,  and  eat  it,  and  may  it  be  light  and  wholesome  to 
thee.— So  when  the  partridge  heard  these  words  of  the 
falcon,  he  believed  him  and  came  forth  to  him  ;  and  the 
falcon  stuck  his  talons  into  him,  and  got  possession  of 
him.  The  partridge,  therefore,  said  to  him,  Is  this  that 
of  which  thou  saidst  that  thou  hadst  brought  it  for  me 
from  the  desert,  and  of  which  thou  saidst  to  me,  Eat  it, 
and  may  it  be  light  and  wholesome  to  thee  ?  Thou  hast 
lied  unto  me  ;  and  may  God  make  that  which  thou  eatest 
of  my  flesh  to  be  a  mortal  poison  in  thy  stomach. — And 
when  he  had  eaten  it,  his  feathers  fell  off,  and  his  strength 
failed,  and  he  forthwith  died. 


The  fox  then  continued,  Know,  O  wolf,  that  he  who 
diggeth  a  pit  for  his  brother,  soon  falleth  into  it  himself ; 
and  thou  behavedst  with  perfidy  to  me  first. — Cease,  re- 
plied the  wolf,  from  addressing  me  with  this  discourse, 
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and  propounding  fables,  and  mention  not  unto  me  my 
former  base  actions.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  be  in  this 
miserable  state,  since  I  have  fallen  into  a  calamity  for 
which  the  enemy  would  pity  me  ;  much  more  the  true 
friend.  Consider  some  stratagem  by  means  of  which  I 
may  save  myself,  and  so  assist  me.  If  the  doing  this 
occasion  thee  trouble,  thou  knowest  that  the  true  friend 
endureth  for  his  own  true  friend  the  severest  labour,  and 
will  suffer  destruction  in  obtaining  the  means  of  his  de- 
liverance ;  and  it  hath  been  said,  An  affectionate  friend 
is  better  than  an  own  brother.  If  thou  procure  means 
for  my  escape,  I  will  collect  for  thee  such  things  as  shall 
be  a  store  for  thee  against  the  time  of  want,  and  then 
I  will  teach  thee  extraordinary  stratagems  by  which  thou 
shalt  make  the  plenteous  vineyards  accessible,  and  shalt 
strip  the  fruitful  trees :  so  be  happy  and  cheerful. — But 
the  fox  said,  laughing  as  he  spoke,  How  excellent  is 
that  which  the  learned  have  said  of  him  who  is  exces- 
sively ignorant  like  thee  !— And  what  have  the  learned 
said  ?  asked  the  wolf.  The  fox  answered,  The  learned 
have  observed,  that  the  rude  in  body  and  in  disposition  is 
far  from  intelligence,  and  nigh  unto  ignorance ;  for  thine 
assertion,  O  perfidious  idiot,  that  the  true  friend  under- 
goeth  trouble  for  the  deliverance  of  his  own  true  friend, 
is  just,  as  thou  hast  said ;  but  acquaint  me  with  thine 
ignorance,  and  thy  paucity  of  sense,  how  I  should  bear 
sincere  friendship  towards  thee  with  thy  treachery. 
Hast  thou  considered  me  a  true  friend  unto  thee,  when 
I  am  an  enemy  who  rejoiceth  in  thy  misfortune  ?  These 
words  are  more  severe  than  the  piercing  of  arrows,  if 
thou  understand.  And  as  to  thy  saying  that  thou  wilt 
give  me  such  things  as  will  be  a  store  for  me  against  the 
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time  of  want,  and  wilt  teach  me  stratagems  by  which  I 
shall  obtain  access  to  the  plenteous  vineyards,  and  strip 
the  fruitful  trees— how  is  it,  O  guileful  traitor,  that  thou 
knowest  not  a  stratagem  by  means  of  which  to  save  thy- 
self from  destruction?  How  far,  then,  art  thou  from 
profiting  thyself,  and  how  far  am  I  from  receiving  thine 
advice !  If  thou  know  of  stratagems,  employ  them  to 
save  thyself  from  this  predicament,  from  which  I  pray 
God  to  make  thine  escape  far  distant  See  then,  O 
idiot,  if  thou  know  any  stratagem,  and  save  thyself  by 
its  means  from  slaughter,  before  thou  lavish  instruction 
upon  another.  But  thou  art  like  a  man  whom  a  disease 
attacked,  and  to  whom  there  came  a  man  suffering  from 
the  same  disease  to  cure  him,  saying  to  him,  Shall  I 
cure  thee  of  thy  disease  ?  The  first  man  therefore  said 
to  the  other,  Why  hast  thou  not  begun  by  curing  thy- 
self? So  he  left  him  and  went  his  way.— And  thou,  O 
wolf,  art  in  the  same  case.  Remain  then  in  thy  place, 
and  endure  that  which  hath  befallen  thee. 

Now  when  the  wolf  heard  these  words  of  the  fox,  he 
knew  that  he  had  no  kindly  feeling  for  him  ;  so  he  wept 
for  himself,  and  said,  I  have  been  careless  of  myself ;  but 
if  God  deliver  me  from  this  affliction,  I  will  assuredly 
repent  of  my  overbearing  conduct  unto  him  who  is  weaker 
than  I ;  and  I  will  certainly  wear  wool,*  and  ascend  the 
mountains,  commemorating  the  praises  of  God  (whose 
name  be  exalted!),  and  fearing  his  punishment;  and  I 
will  separate  myself  from  all  the  other  wild  beasts,  and 

*  I  will  wear  wool,  which  is  the  distinguishing  costume 
of  the  Soofees  and  Welees.  It  is  a  common  custom  of  the 
religious  devotees  among  the  Muslims  to  wear  woollen 
garments. 
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verily  I  will  feed  the  warriors  in  defence  of  the  religion, 
and  the  poor.— Then  he  wept  and  lamented.  And 
thereupon  the  heart  of  the  fox  was  moved  with  tenderness 
for  him.  On  hearing  his  humble  expressions,  and  the 
words  which  indicated  his  repenting  of  arrogance  and 
pride,  he  was  affected  with  compassion  for  him,  and, 
leaping  with  joy,  placed  himself  at  the  brink  of  the  pit, 
and  sat  upon  his  hind  legs,  and  hung  down  his  tail  into 
the  cavity.  And  upon  this,  the  wolf  arose,  and  stretched 
forth  his  paw  towards  the  fox's  tail,  and  pulled  him  down 
to  him  :  so  the  fox  was  with  him  in  the  pit.  The  wolf 
then  said  to  him,  O  fox  of  little  compassion,  wherefore 
didst  thou  rejoice  in  my  misfortune?  Now  thou  hast 
become  my  companion,  and  in  my  power.  Thou  hast 
fallen  into  the  pit  with  me,  and  punishment  hath  quickly 
overtaken  thee.  The  sages  have  said,  If  any  one  of  you 
reproach  his  brother  for  deriving  his  nourishment  from 
miserable  means,  he  shall  experience  the  same  neces- 
sity :— and  how  excellent  is  the  saying  of  the  poet !  

When  fortune  throweth  itself  heavily  upon  some,  and  en- 

campeth  by  the  side  of  others, 
Say  to  those  who  rejoice  over  us,  Awake :  the  rejoicers 

over  us  shall  suffer  as  we  have  done. 

I  must  now,  he  continued,  hasten  thy  slaughter,  before 
thou  behold  mine.— So  the  fox  said  within  himself,  I 
have  fallen  into  the  snare  with  this  tyrant,  and  my 
present  case  requireth  the  employment  of  artifice  and 
frauds.  It  hath  been  said,  that  the  woman  maketh  her 
ornaments  for  the  day  of  festivity  ;  and,  in  a  proverb,  I 
have  not  reserved  thee,  O  my  tear,  but  for  the  time  of  . 
my  difficulty :— and  if  I  employ  not  some  stratagem  in 
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the  affair  of  this  tyrannical  wild  beast,  I  perish  inevitably. 
How  good  is  the  saying  of  the  poet ! — 

Support  thyself  by  guile ;  for  thou  livest  in  an  age  whose 

sons  are  like  the  lions  of  a  forest ; 
And  brandish  around  the  spear  of  artifice,  that  the 

mill  of  subsistence  may  revolve  ; 
And  pluck  the  fruits  ;  or  if  they  be  beyond  thy  reach, 

then  content  thyself  with  herbage. 

He  then  said  to  the  wolf,  Hasten  not  to  kill  me,  lest 
thou  repent,  O  courageous  wild  beast,  endowed  with 
might  and  excessive  fortitude.  If  thou  delay,  and  con- 
sider what  I  am  about  to  tell  thee,  thou  wilt  know  the 
desire  that  I  formed  :  and  if  thou  hasten  to  kill  me,  there 
will  be  no  profit  to  thee  in  thy  doing  so  ;  but  we  shall  die 
here  together.  So  the  wolf  said,  O  thou  wily  deceiver, 
how  is  it  that  thou  hopest  to  effect  my  safety  and  thine 
own,  that  thou  askest  me  to  give  thee  a  delay  ?  Acquaint 
me  with  the  desire  that  thou  formedst. — The  fox  replied, 
As  to  the  desire  that  I  formed,  it  was  such  as  requireth 
thee  to  recompense  me  for  it  well ;  since,  when  I  heard 
thy  promises,  and  thy  confession  of  thy  past  conduct,  and 
thy  regret  at  not  having  before  repented,  and  done  good, 
and  when  I  heard  thy  vows  to  abstain  from  injurious  con- 
duct to  thy  companions  and  others,  and  to  relinquish  the 
eating  of  the  grapes  and  all  other  fruits,  and  to  impose 
upon  thyself  the  obligation  of  humility,  and  clipping  thy 
claws,  and  breaking  thy  dog-teeth,  and  to  wear  wool,  and 
offer  sacrifice  to  God  (whose  name  be  exalted  !),  if  He 
delivered  thee  from  thy  present  state,  I  was  affected  with 
compassion  for  thee,  though  I  was  before  longing  for  thy 
destruction.  So  when  I  heard  thy  profession  of  repent- 
ance, and  what  thou  vowedst  to  do  if  God  delivered  thee, 


210 


ARABIAN  TALES  AND  ANECDOTES. 


I  felt  constrained  to  save  thee  from  thy  present  predica- 
ment. I  therefore  hung  down  my  tail  that  thou  mightest 
catch  hold  of  it  and  make  thine  escape.  But  thou  wouldst 
not  relinquish  thy  habit  of  severity  and  violence,  nor 
desire  escape  and  safety  for  thyself  by  gentleness.  On 
the  contrary,  thou  pulledst  me  in  such  a  manner  that  I 
thought  my  soul  had  departed :  so  I  became  a  companion 
with  thee  in  the  abode  of  destruction  and  death  ;  and 
nothing  will  effect  the  escape  of  myself  and  thee  but  one 
plan.  If  thou  approve  of  this  plan  that  I  have  to  pro- 
pose, we  shall  both  save  ourselves ;  and  after  that,  it  will 
be  incumbent  on  thee  to  fulfil  that  which  thou  hast  vowed 
to  do,  and  I  will  be  thy  companion. — So  the  wolf  said, 
And  what  is  thy  proposal  that  I  am  to  accept  ?  The  fox 
answered,  That  thou  raise  thyself  upright ;  then  I  will 
place  myself  upon  thy  head,  that  I  may  approach  the  sur- 
face of  the  earth,  and  when  I  am  upon  its  surface  I  will 
go  forth  and  bring  thee  something  of  which  to  take  hold, 
and  after  that  thou  wilt  deliver  thyself.  But  the  wolf 
replied,  I  put  no  confidence  in  thy  words ;  for  the  sages 
have  said,  He  who  confideth  when  he  should  hate,  is  in 
error  : — and  it  hath  been  said,  He  who  confideth  in  the 
faithless  is  deceived,  and  he  who  maketh  trial  of  the  trier 
will  repent,  and  he  who  distinguisheth  not  between  cir- 
cumstances, and  attributeth  to  each  its  proper  success,  but 
regardeth  all  circumstances  alike,  his  fortune  will  be  small, 
and  his  calamities  will  be  many.  How  excellent  also  is 
the  saying  of  the  poet ! — 

Let  not  your  opinion  be  otherwise  than  evil ;  for  ill- 
opinion  is  among  the  strongest  of  intellectual  qualities.  . 

Nothing  casteth  a  man  into  a  place  of  danger  like  the 
practice  of  good,  and  a  fair  opinion. 
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And  the  saying  of  another : — 

Always  hold  an  evil  opinion,  and  so  be  safe.  Whoso 
liveth  vigilantly,  his  calamities  will  be  few. 

Meet  the  enemy  with  a  smiling  and  an  open  face ;  but 
raise  for  him  an  army  in  the  heart  to  combat  him. 

And  that  of  another : 

The  most  bitter  of  thine  enemies  is  the  nearest  whom  thou 
trustest  in :  beware  then  of  men,  and  associate  with 
them  wilily. 

Thy  favourable  opinion  of  fortune  is  a  weakness :  think 
evil  of  it,  therefore,  and  regard  it  with  apprehension. 

— Verily,  rejoined  the  fox,  an  evil  opinion  is  not  com- 
mendable in  every  case  ;  but  a  fair  opinion  is  among  the 
characteristics  of  excellence,  and  its  result  is  escape 
from  terrors.  It  is  befitting,  O  Wolf,  that  thou  employ 
some  stratagem  for  thine  escape  from  thy  present  predi- 
cament ;  and  it  will  be  better  for  us  both  to  escape  than 
to  die.  Relinquish,  therefore,  thine  evil  opinion  and  thy 
malevolence  ;  for  if  thou  think  favourably  of  me,  I  shall 
not  fail  to  do  one  of  two  things  :  either  I  shall  bring  thee 
something  of  which  to  lay  hold,  and  thou  wilt  escape 
from  thy  present  situation,  or  I  shall  act  perfidiously  to- 
wards thee,  and  save  myself  and  leave  thee  ;  but  this  is  a 
thing  that  cannot  be  ;  for  I  am  not  secure  from  meeting 
with  some  such  affliction  as  that  which  thou  hast  met  with, 
and  that  would  be  the  punishment  of  perfidy.  It  hath 
been  said  in  a  proverb,  Fidelity  is  good,  and  perfidy  is 
base.  It  is  fit,  then,  that  thou  trust  in  me  ;  for  I  have 
not  been  ignorant  of  misfortunes.  Delay  not,  therefore, 
to  contrive  our  escape :  for  the  affair  is  too  strait  for.  thee 
to  prolong  thy  discourse  upon  it. 

The  wolf  then  said,  Verily,  notwithstanding  my  little 
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confidence  in  thy  fidelity,  I  knew  what  was  in  thy  heart, 
that  thou  desiredst  my  deliverance  when  thou  wast  con- 
vinced of  my  repentance ;  and  I  said  within  myself,  If 
he  be  veracious  in  that  which  he  asserteth,  he  hath  made 
amends  for  his  wickedness  ;  and  if  he  be  false,  he  will  be 
recompensed  by  his  Lord.  So  now  I  accept  thy  proposal 
to  me  ;  and  if  thou  act  perfidiously  towards  me,  thy  per- 
fidy will  be  the  means  of  thy  destruction. — Then  the  wolf 
raised  himself  upright  in  the  pit,  and  took  the  fox  upon 
his  shoulders,  so  that  his  head  reached  the  surface  of  the 
ground.  The  fox  thereupon  sprang  from  the  wolfs 
shoulders,  and  found  himself  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 
when  he  fell  down  senseless.  The  wolf  now  said  to  him, 
O  my  friend,  forget  not  my  case,  nor  delay  my  deliver- 
ance. 

The  fox,  however,  uttered  a  loud  laugh,  and  replied, 

0  thou  deceived  !  it  was  nothing  but  my  jesting  with  thee 
and  deriding  thee  that  entrapped  me  into  thy  power  ;  for 
when  I  heard  thy  profession  of  repentance,  joy  excited 
me,  and  I  was  moved  with  delight,  and  danced,  and  my 
tail  hung  down  into  the  pit ;  so  thou  pulledst  me,  and  I 
fell  down  to  thee.  Then  God  (whose  name  be  exalted  !) 
delivered  me  from  thy  hand.  Wherefore,  then,  should  I 
not  aid  in  thy  destruction,  when  thou  art  of  the  associates 
of  the  devil  ?  Know  that  I  dreamt  yesterday  that  I  was 
dancing  at  thy  wedding,  and  I  related  the  dream  to  an 
interpreter,  who  said  to  me,  Thou  wilt  fall  into  a  fright- 
ful danger,  and  escape  from  it.  So  I  knew  that  my  fall- 
ing into  thy  power  and  my  escape  was  the  interpretation 
of  my  dream.    Thou  too  knowest,  O  deceived  idiot,  that 

1  am  thine  enemy.  How  then  dost  thou  hope,  with  thy 
little  sense  and  thine  ignorance,  that  I  will  deliver  thee, 
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when  thou  hast  heard  what  rude  language  I  used  ?  And 
how  shall  I  endeavour  to  deliver  thee,  when  the  learned 
have  said,  that  by  the  death  of  the  sinner  are  produced 
ease  to  mankind  and  purgation  of  the  earth  ?  Did  I  not 
fear  that  I  should  suffer,  by  fidelity  to  thee,  such  afflic- 
tion as  would  be  greater  than  that  which  may  result  from 
perfidy,  I  would  consider  upon  means  for  thy  deliver- 
ance.— So  when  the  wolf  heard  the  words  of  the  fox,  he 
bit  his  paw  in  repentance.*  He  then  spoke  softly  to 
him  ;  but  obtained  nothing  thereby.  With  a  low  voice 
he  said  to  him,  Verily,  you  tribe  of  foxes  are  the  sweetest 
of  people  in  tongue,  and  the  most  pleasant  in  jesting ; 
and  this  is  jesting  in  thee  ;  but  every  time  is  not  conve- 
nient for  sport  and  joking. — O  idiot,  replied  the  fox, 
jesting  hath  a  limit  which  its  employer  transgresseth  not. 
Think  not  that  God  will  give  thee  possession  of  me  after 
He  hath  delivered  me  from  thy  power. — The  wolf  then 
said  to  him,  Thou  art  one  in  whom  it  is  proper  to  desire 
my  liberation,  on  account  of  the  former  brotherhood  and 
friendship  that  subsisted  between  us  ;  and  if  thou  deliver 
me,  I  will  certainly  recompense  thee  well.  But  the  fox 
replied,  The  sages  have  said,  Take  not  as  thy  brother  the 
ignorant  and  wicked  ;  for  he  will  disgrace  thee,  and  not 
honour  thee  :  and  take  not  as  thy  brother  the  liar ;  for  if 
good  proceed  from  thee  he  will  hide  it,  and  if  evil  proceed 
from  thee  he  will  publish  it.  And  the  sages  have  said, 
For  everything  there  is  a  stratagem,  excepting  death  : 

*  "  Biting  one's  hand"  is  a  common  expression  of  the 
Arabs,  similar  to  ours  of  "  biting  one's  lip."  The  action 
denoted  by  the  former  expression  I  have  witnessed  on  more 
than  one  occasion.  A  friend  of  mine  in  Cairo  had  a  frequent 
habit  of  doing  thus  in  jest. 
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and  everything  may  be  rectified  excepting  the  corruption 
of  the  very  essence ;  and  everything  may  be  repelled 
excepting  destiny.  And  as  to  the  recompense  which 
thou  assertest  that  I  deserve  it  of  thee,  I  compare  thee,  in 
thy  recompensing,  to  the  serpent  fleeing  from  the  Hawee,* 
when  a  man  saw  her  in  a  state  of  terror,  and  said  to  her, 
What  is  the  matter  with  thee,  O  serpent  ?  She  answered, 
I  have  fled  from  the  Hawee  ;  for  he  seeketh  me ;  and  if 
thou  deliver  me  from  him,  and  conceal  me  with  thee,  I 
will  recompense  thee  well  and  do  thee  every  kindness. 
So  the  man  took  her,  to  obtain  the  reward,  and  eager  for 
the  recompense,  and  put  her  into  his  pocket ;  and  when 
the  Hawee  had  passed  and  gone  his  way,  and  what  she 
feared  had  quitted  her,  the  man  said  to  her,  Where  is  the 
recompense  ;  for  I  have  saved  thee  from  that  which  thou 
fearedst  and  dreadedst  ?  But  the  serpent  answered  him, 
Tell  me  in  what  member  I  shall  bite  thee ;  for  thou 
knowest  that  we  exceed  not  this  recompense.  She  then 
inflicted  upon  him  a  bite  from  which  he  died.  — And  thee, 
()  idiot,  continued  the  fox,  I  compare  to  that  serpent 
with  that  man.  Hast  thou  not  heard  the  saying  of  the 
poet  ? — 

Trust  not  a  person  in  whose  heart  thou  hast  made  anger 
to  dwell ;  nor  think  his  anger  hath  ceased. 

Verily,  the  vipers,  though  smooth  to  the  touch,  6how 
graceful  motions,  and  hide  mortal  poison. 

— O  eloquent  and  comely-faced  animal,  rejoined  the  wolf, 
be  not  ignorant  of  my  condition,  and  of  the  fear  with 
which  mankind  regard  me.  Thou  knowest  that  I  assault 
the  strong  places,  and  strip  the  vines.    Do,  therefore, 

*  The  Hawee  is  a  performer  of  sleight-of-hand  tricks,  and 
various  feats  with  serpents,  &c. 
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w  hat  I  have  commanded  thee,  and  attend  to  me  as  the 
slave  attendeth  to  his  master. — O  ignorant  idiot,  who 
seekest  what  is  vain,  exclaimed  the  fox,  verily  I  wonder 
at  thy  stupidity,  and  at  the  roughness  of  thy  manner,  in 
thine  ordering  me  to  serve  thee  and  to  stand  before  thee 
as  though  I  were  thy  slave.  But  thou  shalt  soon  see 
what  will  befall  thee,  by  the  splitting  of  thy  head  with 
stones,  and  the  breaking  of  thy  treacherous  dog-teeth. 

The  fox  then  stationed  himself  upon  a  mound  over- 
looking the  vineyard,  and  cried  out  incessantly  to  the 
people  of  the  vineyard  until  they  perceived  him  and 
came  quickly  to  him.  He  remained  steady  before  them 
until  they  drew  near  unto  him  and  unto  the  pit  in  which 
was  the  wolf,  and  then  fled.  So  the  owners  of  the  vine- 
yard looked  into  the  pit,  and  when  they  beheld  the  wolf 
in  it,  they  instantly  pelted  him  with  heavy  stones,  and 
continued  throwing  stones  and  pieces  of  wood  upon  him, 
and  piercing  him  with  the  points  of  spears,  until  they 


killed  him,  when  they  departed.  Then  the  fox  re- 
turned to  the  pit,  and,  standing  over  the  place  of  the 
wolf's  slaughter,  saw  him  dead  ;  whereupon  he  shook 
his  head  in  the  excess  of  his  joy,  and  recited  these 
verses : — 
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Fate  removed  the  wolf's  soul,  and  it  was  snatched  away. 
Far  distant  [from  happiness]  be  his  soul  that  hath 
perished  1 

How  long  hast  thou  striven,  Aboo  Sirhan,*  to  destroy  me  ! 

But  now  have  burning  calamities  befallen  thee. 
Thou  hast  fallen  into  a  pit  into  which  none  shall  descend 

without  finding  in  it  the  blasts  of  death. 

— After  this,  the  fox  remained  in  the  vineyard,  alone  and 
in  security,  fearing  no  mischief. 

*  This  is  an  appellation  of  the  wolf. 
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